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Forestry Develoy
Authority
&

The People of Kornings Chiefdom,
Bopolu District, Gharpolu County :
EDA
P.O. Box 10-3010
Whein Town, Mt. Barclay
1000 Monrovia, 10 Liberia
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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA)
MONTSERRADO COUNTY)

PRIVATE _USE PERMIT. CONTRACT.  _BETWEEN THE FORESTRY
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORHITY AND THE PEOPLE OF KORNINGA
CHIEFDOM, BOPOLU ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT, FOR THE
HARVESTING OF 90,527 HECTARES OF FORESTLAND LOCATER IN
BOPOLU SATUTORY DISTRICT, GBARPOLU COUNTY, REPURLIC OF
LIBERIA

THIS CONTRACT made and entered info this ]f& day of Y\}&\k’. ez
AD. 2011, by and beiween the Government of Libera, through the Foresiry
Nevelopment Authority, hereinafler referred to as the Autherity, represented by its
Managing Director, Moses D. Woghbeh Sr. and the People of Konigha Chiefdom, Bopolu
Distriet, Gharpolu County, hereinafter referred to as Korninga represented by Bopolu
Development Cerporation (BODECQO), by and thru Chief Kiafa Manjoe-Paramount
Chief, Kormninga Chiefdom, hereinafter collectively referred to as the Parties, hereby;

WITNESBSETH:

WHEREAS, the Authority is statutorily responsible for the sustainable management and
use of all categories of forest resources;

WHEREAS, the Citizens of Korninga Chiefdom, Bopelu  District, Gharpolu County,
above descnbed, are legitimate and bonafide owners of an agpregated land mass of
223,692 acrcs/90,527 hectares of forested land by virtue of possession through a
fegitimate grant by a Grant Land decd;

WHEREAS, by virtue of Section 3.6 {d) (1) of the National Forestry Reform Law
(NFRL) of 2006, capy of said Land Deed under the signature of the Commissioner Sgd.
J. Gbaflen Davies of Gbarpolu County, dated December 3, AD. 1962 in proof of
ownership of the subject aggregated tract of land is hereto attached and marked Exhibit
“A” 1n bulk to form a cogent part of this contraet;

WHEREAS, in further verification of the subject property, the Ministry of Lands, Mines
& Energy finally gives authentication and verification to the said Konigba Chicfdem,
Bopolu District deeded land through a letter under the signature of Deputy Mirdster for
Operation (DMD} MLME, Emmwst C. B. Jones, Jr. Attached also is the said verification
letter marked Exhibit “B™ to form an integral part of this Contract;

WHEREAS, citizens iIncluding elders and youths of the above named Konigha
Chiefdom, Bopolu District, have given their written consent to the appointment and
selection of Bopolu Development Corporation (BODECG), by and thru Chief Kiafa
Manjoe-Paramount Chief, Kominga Chiefdom for the sustamable manusgement of their
forest resources. The said Instruments of Authorization n favor of Bopolu Development
Corporation {BODECQ), from the ¢itizens of Kominga Chicfdorn, Bopolu District, and a
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Petition and Forest Utilization Agreement are hereto atfached and marked Exhibit “C”
aud “D” respectively to form an integral part of this Permit.

Section 61 ci FDA Regulatmu 102-07 shows that the said tract of Jand is un-encumbered
and does not overlap with any forestry designated land use. Said validation report is
hereto attached and marked Exhibit “E” forming also an intcgral part of this conteact;

WHEREAS, Korninga is desirous of commercializing harvestable troe species on the
said accumuiative tract of 223,692 acres/90,527 heotares of Jand;

WHEREAS, the Authority having examined Kerminga’s applicstion and the
requirements of Section 5.6 of the NFRIL having been met, declares Korninga quslified
for the issvance of a Private Use Permit that will allow it enter into contractual agreement
with any company or corporation to carry out said commercial activities; and

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and agreements
herein contained, the partics do hereby agree as follows:

i. Definitions

a. Authority: The Forestry Development Authority (FDDA) created by an Act
of the Legislature on November §, 1976. :

b. Annual Operations Plan: the plan that guides the annual operations of the
Holder

¢. Chain of Custody: the path of custodianship followed by logs, Fimber and
wood products through harvesting, transport, interim storage, processing,
distribution and export from source of origin in'the forest 10 end use.

d Code of Forest Harvesting Practices: a set of standards  for
environmentally sound forest use prepared by the Avthority

¢. Conservatioh:- the sustainable management and protection of forest
resources to achicve raxinum environmental, social, economic and
scicntifie benefits for present and future generations

f. Forestry: the seience, art and practice of conscrvation of forest resources

g. Forest Resources License: any legal insirument pursuant to which the
Avthority allows a person, subject to specified conditions, to extract
forest resources or make other productive and sustainable use of forest
land. This includes Forest management Contracts, Timber Sale Contracis,
Forest Use Permit and Private Use Permit.



Dorbor
Highlight

Dorbor
Highlight


#

Feaer]

. Forestland: 2 tract of Jand, including its flora and fauna capable of
producing forest resources, or land set aside for the purpose of forastry,
but not including land in permanent settlements and land that has been in
long term use for non-shifting cultivation of crops or raising livestock.

I. Forest Produet: any material or ifem derived from forest resourcecs.

i. Forest Mapagemient Contract: forestry contract which covers a land area of
56,0060 400,000 hectares.

k. Holdzr: a person who holds a valid forest resources license
1. Land Owner: a person who owns land by lepal title

m.Qperator; & person harvesting or making commercial use of forest
resources under 2 forest resources license, including & person working as
an employee, contractor or othier sgent for &4 Holder.

n. Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Holder before felling of
fogs. They include posting of required performapce boud; preparation of
initial anmual operations plan and preparation of environmental nnpact
assessment.

0. Private Use Permit: a forest resource licensc issued by the Government to
allow commercial use of the forest resources on private land.

p. Public Usc Permit: s forcst resource liccnse issued to oxtract forest
resource from an area less than 1000 hectares.

q. Reforcstation; the establishment of a tree plantation in a previously
forested area that has been affocted by cutting, fire, or some other act of
tree removal,

r. Hociete Uenerale de  Surveillance {(SGB):  the iashitution/company

responsible to manage the Chain of Custody System.

$. Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resourees licenss issued by the
Covernment for a period of three (3} years that allows a porson to harvest
timber from a specified tract of forest land.




2. Mectes and Bounds/Technical Deseription of Keorninga Chicfdom Forest
Land & Map

Metes & Bounds
Commencing. at- Saviama Town (UTM 29N 0429984-0899227). on the boundary of

Proposed Kpo Protecied Arca, thence a ling runs Southwestward along the Tuma River
for 5,630 meters to a paint; thence a kne runs Due-South for 3,370 meters to a point;
thence g line runs Due-West for 1,100 melers 1o a point; thence a line runs Due-South for
2,590 meters to a point on a creek; thence a line rung along said ereek Westward for
1,750 meters to a point; thence a line runs 8 62° W for 8,120 meters to a point on a ereek;
thence a line runs along sald ereek for 4,040 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 25°'W
for 200 meters to a point; thence a line runs 8 75° W for 3,300 meters to a point; thence a
line runs S 70° W for 1,420 meters to 3 point; thence 2 line runs Due-West for 690 meters
10 a point; thence a line runs N 81° W for 610 meters to a point on a motor road; thence a
line runs aleng said motor road Southward for 4,720 meters 10 a point; thence a line runs
N 27° E for 630 meters fo a point on a creek; thence a line muns along said creek South-
Eastward for 7,830 meters 0 2 point; thence a line runs § 20° W for 2,120 metors to a
point; thence » line runs § 22° W for 2,910 mieters to a point; thence a line runs 8 13° E
for 1,740 meters io a point; thence a line runs 8 22° E for 940 meters to a point; thence a
ine runs N 76% W for 460 meters 10 a point; thence a line runig N 26° W for 1,900 meters
to a point; thence a Kne runs N 74° W for 1,170 meters to a point; thence a line runs 8
16% W for 840 meters to a point; thence a line runs N 78° W for 1,000 meters to 4 poinl;
thence a line runs § 22° W for 630 melers to a point; thonee a line rans S 73° W for 1,670
meters to a point; thence a line runs N 76° W for 1,170 meters to a point; thence a line
rans Due-West for 780 meters fo a point; thence a line rung N 73° W for 710 meters toa
point; thence a line runs N 9% W for 10,050 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 84° B
for 720 meters to a point; thence a line runs N 43° E for 1,980 meters o a point; thenec a
line runs N 30° § for 2,010 meéters to a point; thence a line runs N 13° W for 2,070
meters o a point; thence a line runs N 29° W for 2,470 meters 10 a point; thence a ling
runs N 83° E for 2,510 meters to a polnt; thenee a line runs N 10° £ for 7,040 melersto a

point; thence a line Due-North for 11,560 meters to a point; thence a line uns N 31° B
for 6,360 meters o a point; thence a line runs N 31° E for 2,800 meters to a point; thence
a line ning N 38% West for 3,460 meters to a point; thence a Bne runs N 58° E for 4,280
meters to a point; thence a line runs § 3° B for 3,200 meters 1o a point; thence a line runs
8 457 E for 22,500 meters to a point;, thence a Tine runs § 83° E for 2,750 meters to a,
point; theoce a lne runs 8 15° E for 4,360 meters to a point; thence a line runs 8 20° E
for 7,268 meters to a point on a creek; thence a line runs along said creek Southward for
2,640 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 30° E for 1,150 meters o a point; thence a
fine S 60° ¥ for 1,170 meters to a point on the Tuma Creek; thence a ling runs along said
creek Southward for 14,970 meters o the point of commencement embracing a total area
of 81,279 hectares and NO MORE.
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Contract Cbhjoctive

a. To harvest inerchantable tree species From 81,279 hectares of tract of land
otherwise called the Korninga Forest Land

Tc engage i reforestation of the grea involving indigenous species

To create alternative uses of the (ract of land after harvesting of trees

To ereate-employment for about.308 lecals of the centract area and
surrounding towns and villages.

fo

Contract Duration

The contract shall be for twenty five years (25} years as it is a size of a Ferest
Management Conteact (FMC).

Chain of Custedy System

In keeping with Section 13.5 ef the National Forestrty Reform Law of 2006 and
sections (1-35) of FDA Regulation 108-07, the Chain of Custody System will
apply during the life and implementation of this coniract. The system so
established for the tracking of logs, timber snd wood producis from forest to
processing and then to demestic or foreign market shall be managed by Soeicte
Generale de Surveillunce (8GS) using SGS/Helveta equipnient and software as
provided for by section 3.2 (3} of the Chain of Custedy System Management
Contract of 2007,

Land Rental & Stumpage Tax

Consistent with Section 5.7(b) of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006, the
Company shall not be charged to pay land rental %ax Howwer stumpage shall be
paid consistent with Section 3.7 (¢} of the National Forestry Reform Law and also

consistent with Section 22(b) of Regulation 107-07.
Other Fees & GOL Taxes

All other fees and GOL Taxes levied on the project shall be consistent with the
Revenue Law of Liberia and FDA Reguiation,


http:Contra.ct
Dorbor
Highlight


g, | Pro-felling Oats

Before Company is certified for felling, all pro-feliing opgrations including the

following must be completed:

- a-Posting US$50,600.00. performancedbod -~
b. Submission of initial annual operations plan
) e, Environmental Inapaet Assessment
% d. Social Agreement

0. FEmmploymcont

Reeruitment and employment by the Company shall be consistent with Laber
{.aw ef Liberia and International Labor Qrganization.

;;;;;

ii. ' Termination

s This corntraet shall be terminated if the eompany upon notiee of breach of any
term of this Contract fails to remedy said breach within a period of (60) sixty

” days.
2. Force Majeure
In the event of force majeure, which causes either purty from mceting its

obligations herein stated, the Contract shall be suspended s long as the force
maicure continues, '

E § . 13. Duty of Care

: The Authority shall ensure that the Company maintains environmental quality of
o the cutting area and coraply with all other conditions consistent with the Liberia
Code of Harvesting Pragtices to include: .
3. Water course protection
b. FErosion prevention
¢. Prevention of pollution o rvers, strecamns and other waterways by disposal of

by d. Prevention of tire disaster
¥ The opesation shall alse be in conformity with inlernational conventions to which

i Liberia is a party. They welude: the Convention on Biodiversity, the Intemational
Tropical Timber Agreement, the United Nation Framework Convention on Climaie
Change, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention
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on International Trade in Rndangered Species and the RAMBAR Convention on
Wetlund Management

14. (;m*ernmg Laws

In eﬁm&ng this Contract between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant
Laws of Liberia including bt not Hmited to the National Forestry Reform Law

and regulation governing Chain of Custedy will prevail. -

15. Binding Effect

This Agreement is binding on the partics, their suceessors-in-oflice as if they
were physically present at exeeution of this instroment.

In witness whereof, we have affixed our signatures on the day and date first
mentioned above,
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< " Approved: 4 ; /i

! A1 565 . Wagﬁe}’:, .Sr
M anaging Director

Wztnesb

- FOR THE CITIZENS 6F XORNINGA CRIEFIOH, BUPGLY BISTRICY

K BVE A MAN)E

Witness | Chief Kiafa Manjoe-Paramount Chief

Approved

Ff&rmw szenow&tfé T
Chairman-FDA Board of Directors

R
T
R
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KORNINGA CHIEFDOM
BOPOLU ISTRICT
, GBARPOLU COUNTY
REPUBLIC OF LIBERJA

Septemiber 28, 2011 -

Hon. Moses D. Woegbeh
Masnaging Dirvector-

. Forcstry Devciopment Authority (FDA)
Monrovia, Liberia

Dear Sir:

We extend greetings from the People of Korninga Chiefdom, Gharpolu County and wish
you well,

On behalf of the People of Kominga Chiefdom, we are requesting your issvance of a
Peivate User Permit (PUP) for our Forest Land with our district which is a part of our
holding with the Bopolu People. H is our hope that this srea be managed by the Bopolu .
Development Corporation (BODECO), a company that has had some undcrstandable 3
arrangements with our Tribal Authorities in order to legally exploit said forest reserve for
cominercial use that will bring some development to our Chiefdom.

Again owr sincere best wishes.

el
T
Tede

Kind regards.

Zinceraly,

For and on-half of the People of Korninga Chiefdom.

Chief Kiafa Magice
Paramount Chi¢f, Korninga Chiefdom

Richard M, Ballah
Clan Chief, Gbainkpai Clan
Kornings Chisfdom

Augustine Kamara
Claa Chief, Gbeleets Clan

Kem-iz:g_a Chiefdom




“t Ol man Kpakn Laban
Chief Elder, Korninga Chiefdom

Big Tommy 8. Boogha G"v‘* Kepigwigs LD %
Co-Chicef Elder, Korninga Chiefdom , ! '

George B Snmo
T Youth Leader, Korninga Chieldom

Madame Zedou Ielubah
Waomen Leader, Korninga Chiefdem

i v
< . Mr Urias T. Garmo __ézé;a&.eéf_ AAAAA e

Chairman, Community Forest
Management Body (CFMB)
Kernilnga Chisfdom

Mr. James G. Walbah ; % 5 %

i Chairman, Korninga Development
[} Association (KDA)
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Republic of Liberia
Minustry of Lands, Mines & Energy

1. O. Box 16-3024, Moarovia, Liberia

TO : The Managiag Director
: Porestry Development Authority (FDA)

. fhe Minister ' mew
Ministry of Lands, Mines & Energy L

From | EX trmest C. B. Jones, I {7, '
- Repistered Land Surveyor / Land Consultant <1774
“Seputy Minister for Operations {DMO) / MLME

SUBIECT : “eview of Aboriginces Grant Deed in favor of Chief Boima Ziamal
fsr Bopolu Chiefdom, as recorded in Volume 87-12 pags 208

Date :  “Wednesday, November 03, 2010

i. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report s in fulfillment <’ a request by The Managing Director of Forestry Development
Authority (FIDA) |, fo review the Aboriginees Grant Deed in favor of Chief Boims Ziamah for
Bopolu Chiefdom, as recordes in Volume 87-D page 208; and to submit the findings of said
review 1o the Forestry Develement Authority (FDA) for its consideration, My undarstanding is

‘that the purpose of this revie’s is to provide an expert’s opinion and answess to the following -
uestions:

1. Did President Williana V. 8. Tubman really grant 790,982 acres of land to <hief Boima
- Ziamah for the Bopely < hiekdom;

2. Ifso, was the grant lega* Did the President bave the power to grant such land? and

3. What rights does such grant confer upon Chief Boima Ziamah aadjor xvhmfiiom of
ﬁopohz? : {

1

., This review of the aforemersioned Deed was made along with other instremens (reference

materials) relating to tribal lani-ights. The findings are summarized below as follow: &
e : 4 .
1. Yes, the Dead and other references {(oral and written historical records and analysis) do

provide sufficient evidence that President William V. S. Tuhman did grant Sueh a large
irack of land 1o Chief Fxima Ziamah for the Chiefdom of Bopolo. The fact tiat the Deed

5

é\,ﬂ{% i SURVEYOR'S LICENCE ({7{’“ J

Namae: £.C.5, $ones,
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was i:xez:med in 1947 and anl}r :registexed in December 1962 does not negate its vaizd%y,
aliough may be a diffect in cases against ofiier instruments executed and probated prior
103 December 1962, In fact, considering the size of this parcel of land (780,982 acres), and
the very farge msmber of public land sales effected between 1947 and now for properties
within Bapolu Qniefaea%zhe most pméezzt approagh syouid be to consider all Deads issued.
by-any Presidentup tomthig date, for portions of the s1id property, as Good and Valid, The
residusl, unencumbered portion of this Grant still-constitukes 1 sizable. track of land which

can and should bring substantial benefits to the people of Bopolu Chiefdom. *

2. Yes President Tubman did have the power to issue-such a grant. It was an established
policy of the Government at the tims; and there was precedencs. In 1938, President Edwin
J. Barclay sigred an Aborigines Grant Deed for Six Hundred Ninety Thousand (699,000}
Acres of land, to the Chiels, Elders and Citizens of Belle Chiefdom. By 1247 there were
several legislations permitting the President fo grant land to aborigines, with actually no
limitation on the size of the land that could be pranted. In fact the principle wag that * Their
respective domains must be of sufficient size 1o meet their Iivelithood needs™; as such it
was possible for the Prosident to grant an applying chiefdom all the land contained within
the said chiefdom. \

The granting of this Desd does not and sheild aot bz construed to convey fee simple title
to Boima Ziamah and his heirs and asmgns neither does it grant fee simple title to ali the
people of Bopolu Chiefdom “in comwor”, However, as pennitted by existing legislations”,
it conveys communal Iand title to all the people of Bopolu Chiefdom. The principles taid
down by the ieg;slaturep ms:zﬂg at the time are summarized in a stuciy comnxissioned for
the FDDA as outlined belaw

4ot

a. Territorial tide z}ag\ Liberia vests in the Sovereign State.

5. Property fitle i the Hinterland belongs to respective fribes, irrespective of whather
or not they acquire and hold official deeds describing those areas.

¢.. Their respective domains must be of sufficient size to meet their liveliliovd needs.

d. Tribes may convert their estates into a fee stmple communal holding, as long as
they pay for the prerequisite survey themselves.

L& In such cases the chigf will hold the lavd as trusiee for the ::'omm:zmz;z
. The only w?:ai*tmu of receiving fee simple titles will be that the land cannot be sold

or transferred. .

g However the tribe may in due course, if it wishes, pe:zfzzm government to subdivide
the entitlement iro 25 acre family lots.

k. Non-members may rent land in the domain fi.e. not own if, Lhzeﬁs were

gricouraged (0 kz:& up the opportunity

H

.....

e C ;m;;rer 2~ Law and the customory'vight fo land. So who owns the forest? ‘An investigafion info forest ownership

gnd customary land rights in Liberia by Liz Alden Wilyn

- The ward “tegislalion” is used here in Hs braad meaning fo inchude speeifically the Hinterfand Laws and

?f{!rzimsrraﬁm fegulations (1905, 1923, 1929, 1936 and 1949)
* Some as ref 1 above.

SUBVEYOR'S LiCENCE
Neow: E.CB, Jones, 1t
1 Lic: #0651

1 ad TR1 T Y.
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This review included detailed analyses of ‘ibe tec}uucal uiaments of the Grant Deed;
thefindings of which-are-outiined below. - e -

%1 The Form and Text of the Ieed

The form and text of the Deed under review are consistent with all other similar

- Grant Deed of the time:

?’z;e 1938 Grant Deed 1o the Belle Chiefdom reads: * Whereas it is the true policy of this Government

Li}fce the Aborigines of the Country tw odopt Civilization and to become loyal eitizens to this Republic

i iWhereas ong of the best means thereio is to grant lands in fee simple of those showing themselves fit to

e emnz.s‘;‘ed with rights and duties of full citizenship as voters and whereas the Chicfi, Elders and Citizens

= Belle Chiefdom Western Province have shown themselves to be persons fit o be entrusted with soid

~ w‘ 1w and duties, Now Therefore Enow Ye, That for and in considerpiion of the various dutics of -
{.Jfr’erz.:zkip heredfter to be legatly performed by the said Chiefs, Elders and Citizens of Belle Chiefdom,
sern Provinee, [, Edwin J. Barclay President of the Republic of Liberia, for myself and my suceessors in

‘ {' Lo have grant and by these prasents do give, grant and confirm unto said Chiefs, Elders, and Citizens of

e Chiefdom ..

This 1947 Grant Deed to the Bopolu Chiefdom reads the same except that (a) it appohuts the Chief
Boima Ziamah as trustee, and (b) it adds a lepal requirement of the payment of One (1) dollars. it
reads: * Whereas it is the true-bolicy of this Govermment to induce the Aborigines of the Country 10
dopr Civilization and to become loyal citizens to this Republic ami Whereas one of the best means
thereto is to grant lands in fee simple of thase showing themselves fit to be entrusied with rights
und duties of full citizenship as voters and whereas Chief Baima Ziameth jor the Bopoltu Chigfdom
has shawn himself to be person fif to be entrusted with said rights amd duties, Now Therefore
Know Ye, That for and in cossideration of the suwm of One doflar paid to the Republic of Liberia
and the various duties of Citizenship hereafter {o be legally performed by the said Chief Boima
Liamak for the Bopa}u Chiefdons, I, William V. S. Tubmuan, President of the Republic of Liberia,

Jor myself and my suecessors in Qffice kave granted and by &‘ze,sg g?re.smig do gmz gramt and

confirnt unto said Chief Boima Zigmah for the Bopolu Chiefdom, .

t

A fine comb of the text may reveal some minor differences; but those cannot
constitute prounds for zzeg,a‘tmzz of the validity of the Deed, once ti:ue intention of the
President was to grant the land to the people of the Chiefdom.

2.2  The Metes and Ba;mds

The Metes and Bounds of the parcel of land contained in the Deed attempt to define
a very Jarge track of land by the lengths and directions of boundary lines; but when
such boundaries are rivers or creeks, the Mets and Bounds simply name the river and
state for example “ ... thence by a series of bearings along the Turn Creek South ..”

- to define the limits of the property.
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Such description presents difficulties in detx;rminjng the exact quantity of land

measurements. Tn other words; the acreage stated may be a little more or less on the
sreund today, &Spcmally considering that new political banndzx ies have been
Zzrined.

Tins review did not include 2 ngorous comparison of what is defined in the Deed
andd what is feasible on the ground, There is a need to actuahize the boundaries on the
wround by survey, However, we have to recommend that a comprehensive Desk
Sy be done first to determine which portion of Bopolu Cliiefdom, does this parcel
cover; and whether or not it runs mnto other chiefdoms, a situation which the text of
we Metes and Bounds clearly attempts to avoid. This task is quite achievable using
madern GIS facilities and Tocal knowhow,

As stated above, the residual land that is uvnencumbered would copstitute a large area
which may be less than 790,982 acres. The important thing is that the parcel is
siutated within what is now known to be Bopolu Chiefdom, and not oufside.

_iLand descriptions as contained in Deeds are often subject to some incorrectess; and
* that does not necessarily negate the validity of the Deed. In this case there are a few
minor errors, but by and large, the Metes and Bounds use known features such as the
wuo Hill, the Lofa River, the Turm Creek, Ma-Hatle Creek; as well as the limits of
neighboring Chiefdoms and Clans ¢ i.e. Bokomu Chiefdom, Fugna Chiefdom, Kuna
Chiefdom, Komah Chiefdom, Mecca Chiefdom, Gola Chigfdom, Belleh and Pokum
(hiefdom, etc..) to define the limits of this property.

_ matheinatically, except by a detailed survey investigation involving ground or agrial.

It is clear here that the intension was to grant to Bopolu Chiefdom all the land
known at the time to constitute what was Bopolu Chiefdom. A reswvey is
imperative; and it must take into account the fact that some of the defined
boundaries may have ahzmged a little.

23 The Regtstratwn and Probation

The Certified copy was confirmed to have been granted by the then acting Minister
¢ of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Christopher Minikon and the then Director of the Archives,
Robert M. Gray. The Endorsement was checked and confirmed to be:

iy ABORIGINEES GRANT DEED from the Republic of Liberia to Chief Boima
Ziamah for Bopolu Chiefdom, Lot No, N/N, Situated at Bopolu Chiefdom, Mo. Co.
“Let Tiis Be Registered” Sgd. J. Gbaflen Davies, Commissioner of Monthly and

E l ‘
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A
H
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Gities dtﬂe ff‘\f&?‘w’%f; vifw of Bopolu Cﬁ't?ﬁ‘z)m i‘*m? Posd | Movr 3 10 feght/ Paeal ﬁ}

Probate Coust, Me. Co. Probated this 3*“ day of Dec. AD. 1962, Sud. S. E.
W ithams, \.xz&ﬂi, Monthly and Probate Court, Mo. Co. Registered according to law
Vel 87.D Page ‘ZG%Sgd. E W, Smallwood, Reg. Mo. C_i_g. |

Siane of such records have been destroyed and are not recoverable, It is advisable to
~wea 1o register and probate the report (Surveyor’s Certificate & Map) resulting from
amy uture swvey, 1t is imperative to register the resultant area after a survey, given
tint poundaries may chaoge and during the survey other parties may come forth with
vaind claims to parcels within the larger area.

3. CONCLUSIONS

A hile it may seem strange that such a large track of land was granted o the Bopnlu
{ hretdoro; however, this review finds that it was normal in those days that ihe
Presidemt would issue Aboriginees (irant Deeds for all the land claimed by the

‘ f}w‘}iu*\_ Z“i"i

Cne ~erracing of the original record for such Deeds often proves difficult, given the
specal circumstance of the conotry; however, one of the key prineipals enshrined in
iegizlations existing at the time is that “Property ritle in the Hinterlond belongs to respective
© s wrrespeciive of whether or not they acquire and hold official deeds describing those areas”™;
‘w political circumstances of those days favored the issuance of such Grant

A

There are some erross in the Metes and Bounds contained in the Deed; hence the
itsoundariﬁ:s may not be absolutely definable based on the said Mets and Bounds;
.’ vever, the said Metes and Bounds rely beavily on natural features and
rad ntlmzaiiy accepted bouundary marks (Hills, rivers, creeks, towns and Khow
cinetdom and clan houndaries) which can be retraced on the ground. Hence, the
roperty can be rewdemarcawd and defined on the ground through a field survey.

in essence this revi&w concludes that the people of Bopolu Chiefdom cannot be
demed the rights to the tribal and community land situated in Bopolu Chiefdom on
the basis of minor irregularitics that may have been observed in this Grant Decd.

In consideration of all.of the above, T make the recommendations outlingd below:

y: ' ’ .
. SURVEYOR'S L 1CEN
b . (
. ?:im} [\’m fam E



the exploitation of comamunity forests situated within present-da

RECOMMEMNDATIONS

That Bopolu Chiefdom be allowed 1o benefit from leases to be a{:mxed from

ol

Cinefdem* provided however that all titles granted by Public LandDésid
executed, probated and registered. for properties within the Chicfdom v
precedence.and be- conmdered sugaenar fitle to the: Coramunity land rights

That Bopgm Chiefdom be' reqyi;red to:condnet, within eighteen (18) months, a

cgzmpreh@nswu re-survey-of t}xe ‘boundaries defined in the Grant Deed nnder
review. :

" That the re-survey must:be preceded by a comprehensive Desk Study-to be

conducted in keeping with the following basic Terms of Reference:

The Desk study shall produce detailed maps of the property defined .in-the

Deed, based on existing topographic and thematic maps and other geggraphzc |

information; as weil as a well documented report.

The outputs of the Desk Study shiall include: (o} a map showing. ol of the
rivers, towns, Mountains referved to by the Meies and Bounds contained in

the Grant Deed (b) a map showing the political boundaries of all the

Chiefdoms and Clans mentioned-in the Grant Deed, as they vere known tobe

. i1 1949 (¢} awaap combining a &b above; (d) a computation of the acreqge
af what was Bapolu Chigfdom-at the time — as shown o8 the above said maps;

(e) a plotting of the Metes.and Bounds of the Grant Deed superimposed-onta.
the map defined abave in (¢} and a detemmaﬁon of the: gaps-in: s‘}w,

descriptions contained in the Gran!ﬁeed

The Study must be done by -a competent focai a&nsz:!tzng firm with expertise in
surveying, mapping anddemd consultancy, to he: appmved by the mefry ef
Lands, Mines & Energy. .

That the cempgeﬁon“of the desk--'smdy must be a pre-requisite fo the gmmmg
of community -forest rights. The-geographic information to be produced by -
such a desk study are extremely necessary for managing comipeting interests .
of the Chiefdom and other neighboring Chiefdoms, the County and the
Central -Government, and’ avoiding p‘&&sible conflicts. On the other hand,
without adequate information; the-tendency is that resources and deveiapmwt
opportunities teﬂd 10-be stagnated-out of fear of possibie conﬂlcfs : -

. i%\k b ot tiaeomsion 1 toans s m 1
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Ealing L e Hm Amfa&(g Affw&&{?}’s azizci m&uﬂétgéf i Ef ?351; t. ah ﬂ‘:mwrf Expinkine and Prefeasionukse
Bt -, CF8 Pead Monryvin, Liberte Ol (231) 05 263571 7 2EEETA G Bk D4 el denniioea

Tuasday 6, 2041

Hon. Moses I, Wogbeh, Sr. -
Managing Di-édoier

Forestry Development Authority
Manrovia, Liberia

ixear Hon, Wogbeh,

We are pleased to extend our compliments and to submit for you information and consideration
the attached copy of desk study on the natural resources of Bopolu District.

As you will recall, based on your request, in November 2010, the Ministry of Lands, Mines &
Energy conducted a review of the Aboriginees Grant Deed issued on 1 January 1947 in favor of
Chief Botma Ziamah for Bopolu Chiefdom, as recorded in Volume 87-D page 208. The purposs
of this review was to provide expert’s opinions and answers to the following quastions:

1. Did President Williom V. S Tubman really grant 790,982 acres of land to Chief Boiman
Ziamap for the Bopola Chiefdony;

o If s0, was the grant legal? Did the President have the power (o gront such fond? and

b

3. What rights dees such a grant confer upon Chicf Boima Ziamah andior the Chicfiom
af Bopolu?

The Ministry of Lands, Mines & Energy submitted its findings to the Forestry Development
Authority (FDA} for its censideration. The recommendations of the Ministry's Review are as
follow:

1. That Bopohs Chiefdom be sliowed to benefit from leases to be accrued from the exploitation
of community forests situated within present-day Bopoht Chiefdom; provided however that
afl titles granted by Public Land Deeds duly executed, probated and registered for properties
within the Chiefdom will take precedence and be considered superior title to the Community
iand rights; _

2. That Bopolu Chiefdom be required o comduct, within eighteen (I8} months, a
comprehensive re-survey of the boundaries defined i the Grant Deed under review, anmxd

3. That the re-survey must be preceded by 2 comprehensive Dlesk Study. ..

Land & Housing Development Inc. was engaged by eminent persons of Bopeolu District to
conduct this Desk Study, the findings of which are summarized bereunder as foflow:

a. That the area known today as Bopolu District is entirely within the metes and bounds of
fand deeded by the Aboriginees Grant Deed issued on 1 January 1947 in favor of Chief
Boima Ziamah for Bopolu Chiefdom, as recorded in Volume 87-D page 20%; and as such
the people of Bopolu do have legitimate Customary Land Rights to all that land except
for parcels which have been otherwise alicnated by duly issued Deeds based on duly

issued Tribal Land Certificates, to third parties. 1o }\,“ m d’\)w N
- 1 oa


mailto:fdJ,NCHII,~Q~~N~~1.@.M

B That the ceiTeril Bopoli u@fa&m&mnaﬁmnwmwﬁvpmm* -ofluad-deeded t0-— s
the peopie of Bopolu in 1947. This difference in arca may have liceh cansed by two
vossible Tictors Xzz} inadequate prapping by LISGIS and other agumzes, (b} some
corapronilses mude by chiefs and eiders for the sake of peaceful soexistence with
'ze! nbozm a:i sfrzczs The people of Bazwiu I)zstrxct Cz%!‘im thaz severai vxiia&esf towns
zstrxct, and sudject to the administration cf Jw Bz:z;“oiu Tristrict Commissiamr have
\been mistakenly mapped and listed as being outside Bopolu District -and instead within
other neighboring Districts. These claims ‘have been attested by respectable non-
interested third parties as being correct. The study recommends measure for correcting
these mapping errors.

We should recmphasize here that these proposed corrective measures should in no way
or by no means become reasans for denving the people of Bopolu their undeniable rights
10 the propely as defined above. First they should be allowed to enjoy their rights over
areas which are not contested {those withun Bopolu District with no other adversely
contested private land nghts). Next, they should be allowed to conclude the survey)
within 18 months) which we bope will resolve some if not all of the other issues.

& That the Bopolu District is very richly endowed with many natural resources other thao
forest; (i.e. Gold, Biamond, iron ore, and fertile land, etc..). The FDA is a torchbearer in
the promotion of communities’ land rights. The People of Bopalu are encouraged to
establish an endowment fund through wish they can ensure access 1o benefits from all
sectors, The FDA again can and shovld take the lead by granting theru access to
econamic apportunities accriing from the forestry sector.

Given that the People of Bopeolu have, by this Desk Study, achieved this major first step
requirement prescribed by the review eonducted by the Ministry of Lands, Mines & Energy, we
trust thai you shall use your good offices 10 grant them the necessary approvalg to obtain
appropriate benefits from the forest resources, within the framework of existing Laws and
regulations.

The Detailed boundary study which was recommended to be completed wathin 18 months can be
realized only if the Peaple of Bopolu obtain the pminant community rights associated with that
land, Land & Housing Development Inc. remain seized with this matter and commitied to
assisting the People of 1 Bopolu towards the fulfillment of all fand refated requirement prescribed
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. rcquzmd i tlue colse; but that should not delay auy needed development over the
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1. - S-zma.mm*y;{}f Fiudiﬁgg- -

1.1 “The Land Area

Tkus &f:sk smciy discovered that the parcel of land which the late President Tubman
conyeyedto Chief Boima Ziamah for himself and his people “ Bopolu C‘nefdom ’
%}yG@ﬁt-Iﬁ)&@d,;g in fact alf that territory known today as “° Bopolu District”.

'Tiié Peed does have some defeets which can be adjusted, but the intention of the
grantor.(The. _President) was to grant the people of “Bopolu Chiefidom” title to

-lafxd thch they cceupred.

The- s’wdy conducted field visits to Bopc;lu District and held discussions with
officials , chiefs, élders and youths. These visits confirm that what is now known
as Bopolzz District is what was then known. as Bopelu Chiefdom minus some land,
wh.f_ch-by settiemem ham gone: ‘{(} ;:zmghbormg districts.

i‘he gurrexzt B(}lopu I&xstmt comprises of approsimately 562,058 acres instead of
790, 932 atrés as-defined. in the Deed. However, the boundaries of .the current
Bz};}alu sttr;cz, as: definéd by Shape filés produced by LISGIS is ot accepied by
eopie af Bmpoiu Chietdom. A more detailed GPS boundary survey may be
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prhard Z’immeiwma_ poiiogs
 ERTERE -
%‘% s - W
wmw:a ' _-xxmc o
B RAMAT A
mlﬂ._,mw... ﬂwnmnws
CASESLE WA ;
d ) M«rutté@ﬁ» e
| EERe R ]
‘mgmmmm .
% mﬂm'x ;
.%ﬁ'ﬁﬁxsw*
= '_' wwumtumum
T RN RN RS :
w&: FEFSH LS as»wm :
RS RWER [ -.-'v - It
- Wm?i‘i@ﬂ . - :
Ak MATRE R The LREER :
FACETELAMR RGN BRI,
PN ITARY " SEKTRT R TN T
L i oi\;nwmcr-; L TARTASRYE :
ue;mwm&wa’wm wift
el me&_&m R E- T
* YErwivang
EWCACLARTRERN, glégggcﬁgé
R - MR P TR
. mwémmm AT
ke lmumu M . R
: B TS - i
ﬁul!w ?&W;tg} ﬁ'ﬁiﬁmm X .
| TmaeekiEEeT - AAVUMERE NIELE ' PR & .
il [ AMESELERNEE ;;;;;» T e s M '
ADFEHEN 4 phertetyipmetoIN - et
L T - : e 3 # a:!m . \
| A sl T’( wxmmx :
~EREEA AN met! B
e 2 L% ;
{ AEadrsrene . Neremeubggw ;
AR FEF COANY AEAGREAG i
3 Ay :
LM& < - f
- EALR LR T TSR ]
WA R RN
“EITRARRILA A
T AN B EEAINCDN
| "I
- x!zs_m- A TR R
: : .
}mfﬂmwwﬁ\km g vhean el ! b Al ) X H[.l[dzm



http:kno\'.11

Rl

e 1
i,

e A s T J—

?appmxlmawiv 562 658 acres. defmed by LISGiS as bemg paft oir Bepola ,Uzstnct |

- The effct:t of az:zy subsequeni f‘” eld hOtIlld&i‘Y tdfi‘ﬁe‘:}f cai,zan exercise cc}uld be thc

ehmfdﬁms as. bemg paxt of‘ Bopeln Chxefamz:z' imt left (}i,{i}."tde by the LISGIS

: -delmeman

’i{hls iepm’c confains maps showing (he hmuaézmcs of Bopolu Chiefdom (a) as

. m_c;ag_mzcd by LEB.GIS a&‘d (b) as claimed I}y the people of Bopolu,

- "Fhe- c}aﬂn of. sevezai towns bemg patt of Bapelu District and dot belonging to

Gbmma District oy Belleh District or Bokomu District as shown on the LISGIS

I map;. “have been confirmed by independent-sources' both within the district and at
‘ther L;bcrmz Cartg}gmphm Service (LCS) of the Miuistry of Lands, Mines &

mclgy c

Tt Seems clear that the Btm:rdarws of Bopolu District peed to be redrawn. This will

| 'zeg;mre the- combined efforts of the Mnustmeq of Internal Affairs, Lands, Mines &

g s e £ AR £ o A it

Cpergy, DPlannmg  efe..  or
through the National Boundary
Committee which is chaired by
the Minister of Internal Affans
co-clwired by the Mimistry of
Lands, Mines & Eunerpy.

While this. exercise may be
necessary, it should not be used
as a reason for any delays m
the implementation  of
development and/or
- commercial  activities.  The
areas currently delineated as
being Bopolu .District are

District, Additional areas may
be reclaimed  later,  and
therefore the FDA or the
MLME should not withhold
approval of ‘resomce rights
requested Dy the people of

= e ! Bopoln because of boundary
o Bopoly— Henty Town Road inbad shiape # claims.

T L e SN

e o Re e e

certainly within Baopolu -
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1 2 Natf:mal Reseurues

= Bopt}izz Dismct 1S rxchiy endowed with numerous natural resources. This report
s shéws the Mmezzai aﬁd forest Tesolrces on various maps.

1 2 1 ":'.-Eé'réstReSwrces

o, Ove;: 7@% of’ thie land-area of 1and area. of Bopotu District is covered by forest of
_',varmus mtens}:izes Included-in this report is a miap showing areas encumbered by
- foresﬂy concessions, timber sales contracts, protected areas and forest planfations.
~In spite. of these-encumbrances,. there is stﬁi a very large portion (approximately
*35% of “the-Distiict land) that is usencumbered and could be available for
R comﬁmmty forest. The: unencurabered portions of forest fand are largely in

Gmgbayah arids Bapolu ‘(Bondi-Manditgo) Chiefdoms. - Most of Koninga
C}neidoﬁi is shs::wu as. aﬁczzmbered

Tfks mfonmtzorz mnay have to be upda‘%ﬁi(i by FDA’s (GIS section. The data was
ebtamed from DCW shape- files available af FDA, angd Tf LISGIS, Thege will Ban o o

‘e ;zpdated as FDA grants new Hce:nStasfcentxwts

1 2 2 Mmﬁ:{a} Resources

B’opolu District s alsz:z nchiy blessed with Mineral Resources. This report contains
maps-showing the. Mineral Potential and the Mineral Status, The principal minerals
are. Gold-and I?mmond but there: are also indications of copper, manganese and

o The M“merai pmperty 1wgp of
i Liberia-stiows that almost:-the

or' Minéral | Development
- Apgreement.

issued-to local peofle.

N Imn fﬁrmagmns

entire-distriet i is- already issued
aut o’ poicntial investors.either.
as-” ‘Mineral . Reconnaissance
‘Licérise, Exploration License

Hz}észe?%r theré are numerous
small. holder (Class “B” and
Class *C” mining Licenses
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Aitep@[u Ezﬁﬁz&‘pw&k}pm&m Cmp{:ratzon if itexisted; could do well to-acquire
. some mineral rzght& -and -Hrvite 1}{}‘&1&1}11 fnvestor fo jount venture. The status of
minerdl ciglts will require: more in dept fuvestigations; but the people. of Bepelu
Dzﬁtrmt Are: encgaraved to- seek patnesships and joint ventures with serious
paiengmi m?cszan in the minihg, sector,
A% Iandiards the Bopcﬁu pem;rie do-have certain rights to natural resources situated
.on their land. The Forestry sector has by law recognized such rights and made
" provisions for.commuuities to benefit. A revision of the Mineral and Miniug Law
~of 2000 is impefative and pending. The People of Bopolu should now make
- representations to the Minister of Tands, Mines & Energy in an attempt to seek
comparable recognition of their rights as Grantees of the Aboriginees Graut Deed
zssued ok Jatmary 1947 in favor of Chief Bomza Ziamah for Bopolu Chiefdom.

i
3

ot

1 2’ 3 Other R e:saz-.zrws -

| :
A E(} palu Dlsmct does hdw: many sther natural resowrees such as good farmmng land
for. mduszndl agricnlture, an abundance of rivers and streams, many with good

p{}temm] for Hydro elest:trwziv

U ' A {ietaxi sludy of f;hf:qe fesouz cesy Shfmid be the tazﬂre!: c}f the C{}un{y development
pmgram




PAGE 3

2 Ilmoduct;{m zmd C{}nteﬁt

- Land & Housizz;r D&v&i’opm@m {m was confracted i December 2010 by the
R pwpia of Bapahi ‘Chmféom to-condact this Desk Study.

' I‘his R@p{}rt presents the fmdmgs of the Desk Study, As prescribed 10 the Terms of
Reférencd-CTOR), it includes, () a description of the mefhod@k}ny adopted and

L dctivities: implemented (i) the outcome of consultations with varions stakeholders,
- and (hiiy a.set-of maps and, data consistent with what was prescribed in the Terms of
» ‘mfemncé {T@R}

- 3. Backgmund

N 1 “‘\Iavambei 262{} the Mzmstw of Lands, Mines & Energy conducted s review the Aboti fginees

. Gratt Deed’ issued o 1 January 1947 fn favor of Chief Boima Ziamal for Bopels Chiefdom, 25
,1 “recorded i Voluuie $7-1 page 208; and submitted its findings to the Forestry I}nylopzmq[
e Azzthorlty {EDAY For its consideration, The purpese of this review was w provide ospert’s
F o pmz@ﬁs and afiswers; o the ol i{)m ng guestions:
BRI i‘é?_.‘i.ﬂj,ﬂ;zi‘f’msufm: Wi Iizzwz v s, ?hb:zzzzr; rmfiz gmfzz‘ ’90 982 acres e;vf taned ty Clrief Bolma
o e :zza&m&far gze Bogm{zz Cfmg&fam,
1? ‘ @ ;ff‘ s, was the -grai feazzf? Dmi the President have the power to grant ssich land? and
{" } B %at rights-does sucle g:.grant confer upon Chicf Boina Ziwmiak andtor the Cliction

. w qf‘ Bzzpﬂfu?

L Méﬁgﬁé@&ﬁgg;atc-;summari_zad' below as follow:.

.* Xes; the Deed and other referenceés {oral and written historical records and analysis) do
pz‘ovlde wﬁicleaz evidence that President William V. 8. Tubman did grant such =z large
-~ track oF land o Chief Boima. Ziamah for the Chiefdom of Bopotu. The fact that the Deed
‘was executed in 1947 and {mly Fegis stéeed in December 1962 does not negate its ,faudrt%
although it may be a defect in cases against other instruments executed and probaied prior
.10 ¥ Decémber 1902. In fact, consideting the size of this parcel of land {780,982 acres),

cL and the, very large” mumber of public tand sales effected between 1947 and aow for
e Upiapenies within Bopohs Chiefiom, the'most prudent approach would be to consider all

- " Deeds issued by any President up to this date, for portions of the aaid property, as Good
fL gnd- Valid. The residual, unencumbercd portion of s Grant stll constitutes a gizable

I R " track of Tand which can and should bring substantial benefits to the people of Bopolu

Chzefdom

2“ . Yes, President '?ubm&.z'z did have the power to issue such a graut. It was an establisbed

“policy of the Gevermment at the timie; and there was precedence. In 1938, President

o Bdwin ). Barclgy signed an Aborigines Grant Deed for Six Hundred Ninety Thousand

R e r{éQQ 000) Acres of land, tothe Chiefs, Blders and Citizens of Belle Chiefdom. By 1947

' there 'were several legislations permitting the President & grant land to ahori 1g11 o8, with
" actually no limitation on the size of the lane ial cutll U0 ghanisl, T Mt e waniple

O g S S U S N S U P PSR [P
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" wasthat * Their :mye{:;‘we a‘amczms st Be" oF SURRCTent sise 1o dieet theiy livelikpod =

SRR ndeds ™ suigh it-way possible for the President-t0-geant an applying chiefdom all the

- =lands cﬁntame.d within the said chiefdom ’

.”'Eﬁe gmnt;no of thiis Deed does ot and should not be construed to convey fee simple title
15 Boua Ziawnah and his helrswod-assignss nexnher does it grant foe simple title to all the

“ - people of ‘Bopols Chieflom “In’ common”. However, ss permitled by existing
- i,izgmiatzensﬁ it onveys commuunal-and title to all the pe@ple of Bopoly Chiefdom. The

. ;}rmaxgyies Jlaid déwn by the legislatires ﬁ?iléiiﬂg at the time are summarized ih a study

L wmmissmmd for the FDa as Qutlmm h&iow

lar ?'érrifé:}z‘zé} title to Liberia vests in.the Sovereign Static

B, .Prqaer{y title in the Hinterland helongs to respective tribes, lrrespective of
whether or not ficy aoquive and hiold official deeds dascribing those areas,
Their respective domains must-be of sufficient size fo meet their livetihood needs.
: ‘Z”rf&e};_f':-maycoﬁyer: thelr estates iato a fee simple conununal holding, as lerg as
theyipay for the prevequisite survey themselves.
Lnsuch-cases the chief will hold the lond as trustee for the communizy,
The ondy condition of rc.cefi@ﬁg foe szz?q::z's titles wilf 6e that the Lad connot be
soﬁcf or transferred.
I3 chewz the tribe ma}z in due course, zf it wishes, petition goverrment to
subdivide the entitlerent: o 25 acre family lofs. .

Q [

*

Y A8 quzwmeﬂgfzers ety rant f;mzf in the domain (e, noi own itf. Chlefs were

ﬁﬁﬁdi&fagedm take wp-dhe opporturily

The Mlmstxy 5 review mncl&d&d that although there are some efrors in the Metes

«axzd Bounds contained in the Deed, the people of Bopolu Chiefdom camot be
denied the: riglits to the tribal and cominunity land situated in Bopolu Chiefdom on

B ‘{: the:, bam of zrum}r 1;‘:*&gula.nt;:es that-may have been observed in this Grant Deed.

\ x{-The recemendatwns ofthe B?fi“nfsti‘y s Review are as follow:

1" hat B{:}go 11;1 Chmfdi}m be aﬁs‘:)wed to benefit from leases to be accrued from

t{le explaitation of communify forests situated withiu present-day Bopolu
- Chiefdom: provided however that all titles grauted by Public Land Deeds
. duly-executed, probated and registered for propertms within the Chiefdom
o :will take precedence and be cousidered superior title to the Community land

- omghts;

A f‘?mptef 2 - Law and the. Qﬁm;quy right fo ;’and S w}fz{} owre fie forest? ' invpstigotion infe forest gwasrshin
" and customary land vights in Libevia by Liz Alders Wity

- The ward: “legisiatiot” is nsed here in ity broad meaning o include specificatly the Hinterland Laws and
Administrative Regulations (1905, 1923, 1929, [936 ad 1949)

® Same asmf I aéme

[ Lowid 1 Mge‘} B FICH SN E?XEV
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4.2. That quolu Chzefdcm, be: reqzﬁred to wﬁdﬁat, within ezghteen €183} montks,

4.3

a wmprehazzswe ressurvey of the boundaries defined in the Grant Deed
under reView. - \

"I’hat the. re—survey must be, prﬁsed&xi by a compmiwnswa Desk Study to be

- cﬁﬁdac‘fed - kﬁ@g}mg wtth.ftha fé}}iewmg bagic: Terns of Reference:

. Yﬁze ,i}esk sma{y s}za&’ pmdzzce a’ezazfed maps of e pmgefzy defined in the
; Deéed, based on. existing’ topographic -and thematic maps and other
_.gjec)gqu}zzc_mjbrmaz‘zwz - as well as.a well docranerited report.

said maps; () a piaéémg of the Metes and Bounds of the Grant Deed

gzzpemmposed onto the map-defined above in(c); and a determination of the

- gaps in the descriptions contained o the GrantDeed

L3

‘ ?k& Smdy must be done. a’;*ya competent local canszdfmg finm with expertise

o in surveying, mapping and land von s‘zfz'zmwy to be approved by the Ministry

A ;’- 44

of Lards, Mines & E‘nergy

That the mmplatiazz of the deSk stuéy musf: b&:’ a }‘}1 e-mqui:~,£*:e to ilie granting

. such a desk smdy az’@ ax&emely zwaessary for manaemg cemz;eﬁng interests
- of the Chiefdom and other neighboring Chiefdoms, the County and the
- Central ‘Government, and avoiding possible onﬁzets On the other band,
“without: adequate information, - the tendency is thaet resources und

development oppottunitics tend to be: stagnated out of fear of poseihle

~ conflicts,

BAGE ...

 The outputs of the Desk Study shall include:(a) @ map showing all of the

© rivers, towns, Mountains referred to by the Metes and Bourpds contained in
the Gramt Deed (b} a mdp showing the political boundaries. of all the
“Chiefdoms and Clans méentioned in the Grant Deed, as they were known to
Be in 1949 (¢) a map combining a & b above; (d) a computation of ithe

. acreage qf what was Bopolu Chiefdom at the time — as shown on the above
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‘ A GEOGRAPHY OF BOPOLU DISTRICT

"l . AL DISTRICT & CHIEFDOMS BOUNDARY MAP (LISGIS)

. k2 | BOPOLUDISTRICTBOUNDARIESINCLUDING VILLAGES LEFT OUT BY LISGIS
C -\.’AS.  GONGDAYAH CHIEFDOM EOUNDARIHS AND TCWNS

; | A4, BOPOLU (BONDI MANDIGO) CHEEFDOM BOUNDARIES AND TOWNS

; AS,  KONINGA CHIEFDOM BOUNDAREES AND TOWNS
r __
EJ A6, LISTINGS OF TOWNS AND VILLAGES IN BOPOLU DISTRICT
fw 1. - B/.FORESTRESOURCES OF BOPOLUDISIRICT
| .G MINERAL RESOURCES .
CL  MINFRAL POTENTIALMAP
€2, DIAMOND EXPORT FIGHRES AND PROSPECTS

C3. MINERAL PROPERTY MAP
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Fﬂrestr;y Developinent Authority
P.0. Box 10-3010

Whein Town, Mt Barclay
Montserrado County
Monrovia, Liberia

MEMORANDUM

TO: Moses D Wogbeh
Managing Director,
Forestry Develupme:ﬁt Authority/]

FROM: * John D. Kantor, Sr. “Sed>
'I”cchmcai Manager, R&I};’}?‘Z}f-‘s

Torwon T. Yaﬁtay ’}5?%%

Acting Manager-GIS & RS/FDA

. Subject; Yalidation Report of Eorainga Chividom Deeded Land Property in
rl . Bepplu District Gharpoly County

DATE: October 26, 2011

Backereund

ﬁ Predicated op & communieation vnder the signature of Chief Kiafs Manjoe, Paramount Chief-
; Konigba Chiefdom, Bopoelu district, requesting the Forestry Development Auvthority fo
authenticate, verify and issue Private Use Permit (PUP) for & Deeded Land area sitvated and Iving
in Bopolu District, Gharpola County. A team of techaicians from the FDIA was mandated to visit
Bopolu District property for detail ground truthing-eaptusing-of-Tribal-Land marks and sight

= seeing of the area for management’s reaction.

In fight of the abos*é, two surveyors and three (Global Poéitioning System (GPS) opemimls,
traveled to the jand ender considemtion to conduct a jount ground trothing exercise of the area
along with the tribal people and corapany representative,

Field Patrol

During the pericd October 2.9, the joint team patrolled a significant portion of the area and
gathered detail mformation relating to on going multiple wscs of the area, types of vegetation,
topology, and livelihood of communities dwellors within the parameters of the forest.

e



O N

Eindinps

“:‘ Indeed the Tribal Land area overlapped wath the Proposed FMC Area “D™ and Proposed
Epo Mountain Protected Area loeated in Bopolu District, Gbarpolu County;

% The percentage of Xonigba Dxeded Land Asea covered by FMC Area D™ is 82.2% or
74,391 hectares/231,29% acres;

* The percentage of Konigha Deeded Lamd Area covered by Pmpemi Kpo Mountain
Protected Area is $9% 9,085 kectares22, 25 acres;

Qg Significant portion of the area is suttable for barvesting {eommercial logging);

< Topographically, the entine Jand mass of fhe Koaiphn deeded land area gubmitted to
FDA is mountainous with many major water ways,

%* The area is truly located in Konigha Chiefdom, Bopolu District, Gbarpolu County;

9% The area was plotted on the feld by GIS Technicians using precision gadget;

* The commencement or starting point of the Kominga Deeded Land property is Northing
0429984 and Eastern (899227 Universal Traverse Maorcator) on the surfate of the
earth,

Recommendaiion

In view of the' verification and confirmation of these documents by the Forestry Development
Authority, coupled with our ground fruthing (October 2-9), we herein rccommend that

Cox

% That the deed be forwarded o the Ministry of Lands, Mings & Survey, espeeislly the
Minister of Lands, Mines and Energy for authentication. Afier suthenticeting the deed
and found legitimate, the FIDA shonld perform the below aetivitiey,

$ The area of Kominga Chiefdom, Bopolu disteict which overlapped with the proposed
Kpo Mountmn protected ares should be subtracted from the total area and a new Motes
and Bounds he re-written on behalf of the peaple of Kamg’i}a Chlefdum Boguhu District;

E  As per National Forestry Reform Law {(NFRL) of 2008 proy shapter flve section
5.6, wo therefore recommend that FDA Managesment issuc a ?rzvata Use Permit for
Land fotaling 200,848 acres/81,279 hectures to the people of Gbao distriet in
eomplispce with all refevant requirements of this section {particularly section 5.6 ¢ {i, 14,
fiipand d {3, #, 1, v, v, vi) respectivoly.

AMDA

Law Office _

TH Research & Development
™M Commercial Department

File
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