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REPUBLIC OF LmERL4.) 

MONTSERRADO COUNTy) 


PRIVATE \ USE PERMIT CONTRAC'T BETWEEN THE FORESTRY 
DEVELOPMEl'.'T AUTHORIITY AND TIlE PEOPLE OF DEEGBA CLAN, 
DISTRICT # 3, FOR HARVESTING OF 4,735 HECTARES OF FORESTLAND 
LOCATED IN GRAND BASSA COUNTY, REPUBLIC OF LIBE~J'/1 
THIS CONTRACT made and entered into this.Cf'~ day of ~b<;urL__ 
A.D. 20t 1, by and between the Government of Liberia, through the Forestry 
Development Authority, hereinafter referred to as the Authority, represented by its 
Managtng Director, Moses D. Wogbeh Sr. and the People of Deegba Clan, District # 3, 
Grand Bassa County, hereinafter referred to as Deegba. represented by Eliza D,J, 

r Kronyanh hereinafter coUectively referred to as the Parties, hereby; 

WITNESSETH: 

I tVHEREAS, the Authority is statutorily responsible for the sustainable management and 
use of aU categories of forest resources; 

I , , 
WHEREAS; the Citizens of Deegba Clan, District # 3. are legitimate and bonafide 

f I owners of an aggregated land mass of 11,700 ruoresl4,735 hectares of forested land by 
I I virtue of inheritance through a legitimate purchase from the Republic of Liberia;

l WHEREAS, by virtue of Section 5.6 Cd) (i) of the National Forestry Reform Lawt 
~tFRL) of 2006, copy of a set of duiy certified Public Land Sale Deed issued under the 
signature of President Charles D.B. King on November 7, A.D. 1924 in proof of 
ownership of the subject aggregated tract of land is hereto attached and marked Exhibit 
"A" in bulk to form a cogent part of this contract;! 

\ 

I WHEREAS, in further verification of the subject property, the Ministry of Lands, Mines 
& Energy finally gives authentic.ation and verification to the ~aid Deegba Clan, District # 
3 Deed through a letter lUlder the signature of Acting Assistant Minister Ma-xwcli CF. 
Gwee. Attached also is the said verification letter marked Exhibit "B» to form an integral 
part ofthis Contract; 

t 

WHEREAS" citizens including elders and youths of the above named Deegba Clan. 
District #3, Grand Bassa County, comprising, Burgeegiah TO'WIl1 Boe Town, Boe~ 
JuahlFlomo Village, Garkpee, Goweh/lohn Nover, Jallah Village. James Pue, Kassian 
Village, Koryongar/Banana Village, ManawoJl Town. Morna Village, Peter Dongun 
Town, Sawkpah, Tromue and Wrcakanta Tovros, have given their writteu ronseut to the 
appointment and selection of Eliza DJ_ Kronyanh, as their Representative and Legal 1 
Agent to aet in their behalf for the sustainable management of their forest resources. 

WHEREAS, validation of the area in keeping with Section 5.6 (d) (ii) of the NFRL and 
Section 61 of FDA Regulation 102-07 shows that the said tract of land is un-encumbered 
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and does not overlap with any forestry designated land use, Said validation report is 
hereto attached and marked Exhibit hD" forming also an integral part of this contract; 

WHEREAS, Deegba Clan is desirous of commercializing harvestablc tree species on 
the said accumulative tract of 11,700 acresl4,735 hectares of land; 

WHEREAS~ the Authority having examined Deegba's: application and the requirements 
of Section 5:6 of the NFRL having been met, declares Deegba Clan qualified for the 
issuance of a Private Use Permit that will allow it enter into contractual agreement with 
any company or corporation to carry out said commercial activities~ and 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promise..<; and agreements 
herein contained, the parties do hereby agree as follows: 

1. Definitions 	 . 
I 

a. 	Authority: The Forestry Development Authority (FDA) created by an Act 
of the Legislature on Novembcr 1,1976. 

b. 	Annual Operations Plan: the plan that guides the annual operations of the 
Holder 

!;. Chain of Custody: the path of custodianship followed by logs, Timber and 
'., wood products through harvestingf transport,. interim storage, processing, 

distribution and export from source oforigin in the forest to end use, 

d, Code of Forest Harvesting Practices: a sct of standards for 
environmentally sound forest use prepared by the Authority 

e. Conservation: 	 the sustainable management and protection of forest 
resources to achieve ~ maximwn environmental, social. economic and 
scientific benefits for present and future generations 

f. Forestry; the science, art and practice of conse!Vation of forest resources 
I 

g, Forest Resources License: any legal instrument PillSuant to which the 
Authority allows a person, subject to specified conditions. to extract 
forest re50illces Ot make other productive and sustainable use of forest 

;' 	 land. This includes Forest management Contract~. Timber Sale Contracts, 
Forest Use Permit and Private Use Permit. 

h, Foresdand: a tract of land. including its flora and faWla capable of 
producing forest resources, or land set aside- for the purpose of forestry, 
but not including land in pennanent settlements and land that has been in 
long term use for non-shifting cultivation of crops or raising livestock. 
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l. Forest Product: any materia! or item derived from forest resources. 

J. 	 Forest Management Contract: forestry contract which covers a land area of 
50,000 - 400,000 hectares. 

k. Hoider: a person who holds a valid forest resources license 

L Land Owner: a person woo QWns land by legal title 

ju,Operator: a person harvesting or miking commercial use of forest 
" resources illlder a forest resources license, including a person working as 

an employee, contractor or other agent for a Holder. 

n. 	Prc-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Holder before felling of 
logs. They include pooting of required perfonnance bond; preparation of 
lnitial annual operations plan and preparation of environmental impact 
assessment. 

o. Private Use Pcnnit: a forest resource license i~sued by the Government to 
allow commercial use of the forest resources on private land. 

p. Public Use Pennit: a forest resource license issued to extract forest 
reSQuree from an area less than 1000 hectares. 

9' Reforestation: the establishment of a tree plantation in a previously 
~ forested area that has been affected by cutting, fire, or some other act of 
~. 

, tree removal. 

r. 	 Societe Generaie de Surveillance (SGS); the institution/company 
respon~iblc: to manage the Chain of Custody System. 

s, Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resources license issued by the 
Government for a period Qf three (3) years that allows a person to hat"",,! 
timber from a specified Iraet offorest land. 

., 
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2. Metes and BoundstI'eehnical Deseription of Dee~ba Forest Land & Map, 
The boundary line commences at a point near the T o-wn ofBargeegiah. thence a line runs 
N 31 Q E for 7,253 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 83' E for 2,792 meters to a 
point; thence a line runs S 41¢ E for 3,715 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 8° W for 
3,480 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 55° W for 2,403 meters to a point; thence a 
line runs N 82° \V for 3,301 meters to a point; thence a line runs N 69Q W for 3,425 
meters to the point ofcommencement, containing 4,735 heetares of land and NO MORE. 

3. Map of Deegba Clan, Distriet #3 Forestland 

Map of Uberio Showing Deeded (and Engaged by EJ & j Investment.J.... 
Located in Grand Bassa County. (4,735 hectares) 

" 
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4, Contract Objective 

a. To harvest merchantable tree species from 4,735hectares of tract of land 
otherv.rise called the Deegba Forest Land 

b. To engage in reforestation ofllie area involving indigenous species 
c. To create alternative use.", ofthe tract of land after Jlarvesting of trees 
d. To create employment for about 250 locals of the contract area and 

surroWlding towns and Villages. 



5, Cootract Durotloo 

The contract shall be fur three (3) years. 

6, Choio of Custody Syst~m 
1 

In keeping with Section 135 of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006 and 
seenollS (1·35) of FDA Regulation 108·07, the Chain of Custody System wiH 
apply during the life and Implementation of this contract. The system so 
established for the traddng of logs, timber and wood products from forest to 
processing and then to domestic or foreign market shaH be managed by Societe 
Generale de Surveillance (SGS) using SGSlHelveta equipment and software as 
provided for by section 3,2 (3) of the Chain of Custody System Management 
Cont,""t of2007. 

7. Land Reolal & Slumpage Tax 

Consistent with Section 5,7(b) of the National Forestry Reform Law of2006, the 
Company shaH not be charged to pay land rental tax. However, stumpage shall be 
paid consistent with Section 5.7 (c) of the National Forestry Refonn Law and also 
consistent with Section 22(b) ofRegulation 107·07, 

, , 8. Other Fees & GOL Taxes , 
All other fees and GOL Taxes levied on the project shall be consistent with the 
Revenue Law of Liberia and FDA Regulation. 

9. Pre-felling Dat. 

Before Company is certified for felling, all pre-felling operations including the 
;....fullru11inJ'.ltllll't be completed: 

•. Posting US$SO,OOO.OO perfontlance bond 
b. Submission of initial annual operations plnn 
c. Environmental Impact Assessment 
d. Social Agreement 

10. Employment 

Recruitment and employment by the Company shall be consistent with Labor 
Law of Liberia and International Labor Organi:r.ation. 

i 
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Termination 

This contraet shall be terminated if the company upon notice of breaeh of any 
term of this Contract fails to remedy said breach within a period of (60) sixty 
days. 

Force: MaJeure 

In the event of force majeure. which causes either party from meeting its 
obligations herein stated, the Contract shall be susljcnded as long as the force 
majeure continues. 

I)utt of Care 

The Authority shall ensure that the Company maintains enviromnentW quality of 
the cUtting area and comply with all other conditions consistent with the Liberia 
Code of Harvesting Practices to include: 
a. Water course protection 
b. Erosion prevention 
c. Prevention of pollution to rivers, streams and other waterways by disposal of 

wastes 
d. Prevention of fire disaster 

The operation shaH also be in confonnity with international conventions to which 
Liberia is a party. They include: the Convention on Biodiversity, the International 
Tropical Timber Agreement, the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate 

~;(:Jumg:e, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species and the RAMSAR Convention on 

:\\retland Management , 

Governing Laws 

In effecting this Contract between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant 
Laws of Liberia including but not limited to the National Forestry Reform Law 
and regulation governing Chain of Custody will prevail. 

Binding Effect 

This Agreement is binding On the parties, their succc"ssors-in-office as if they 
were physically present at execution of this instru.J:nent. 

In witness whereof, we have affixed our signatures on the day and date first 
mentioned above, 
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D. Wogbeh, Sr. 

evelopment Authority 
Paynesville City 

Liberia 
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nUlmer<)I" species of harvestable trees on our private deeded land on which We want 
logging activitIes. In this regard, we are writing the Forestry Development Authority 

Usc Permit {PUP} to be able to go into logging on our deeded land. We are 
private deed for your perusal. 

ORIEST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

\f0 y.,\~ 
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Corner ofC£ay & Ca:n~y iStreets 
:Monrovia, Liberia 

inform you that the c-itizens including: the Superintendents, Representatives, and 
rs~~;~~~;~~::rDistrict and Deegba Clan in District # 3, met in a citizens meeting for the soul 
~ the possibility of grantmg EJ & J Investment Logging Company. a regjstered 

under the Laws of the Republic of Liberia, the right to sustalnooly manage and exploit 
mdeed.,d land, ' 

lengthy deliberations, it was agreed that the above companies be given the right to 
in their beloved County. In reaching this conclusion Hon. Wogbeh, we were mindful 

o-,,,",sid.erarion that your institution through the Government of Liberia awarded Private 
parts ofLiberia in fine with the New Forestry Law of Liberia of 2006. 

Han. Director, we are submitting a legal documentation, including deeds and· 
said forest to your good offices for the purposes of issuing our company a Private 
consonance with the New National Forestry Law of 2006 and Community Rights 

,fc<v"urcont1nued understanding. 
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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

:VIIXISTRY OF LA7\DS MIXES & ENERGY 


P. 0, BOX !0-9024 

;000 MO',ROVIA 10, UOERfA Wl:s-r ,\l:IUC.'" 


TEL- (231) 226"S.:i~, F,\X; (23 il 2-::6,2S 1 


y, g"pte,"ber29, 2011 

~;~i~~~': Authorityt~ Barday 

to present our compliments, and acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 27!h 
2011. requesting the Ministry of Lands, Mines & Energy to review, verilY and " 

pertaining to Jo~River District Hnd Deegbe elilJ1; we are pleased to fumish you,...,1,;, domed, 

after carefully plotting, analyzing and lIeld verification by County and R<sident 
was observed that the documentations submitted to the MinistIy were all found 
permitting the ForestIy Development Authority to proceed with the granting of 

''''''''''tin the interest of the people of the above communjties. 

we requests thatl.1U field verification conducted by your institution must include 
surveyors in consultation with_the Ministry of Lands, Mines & Energy in~ 
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jiClltic,n of a 

Forestry Development Authority 
P.O. Box 10-3010 

Elise Saliby's Compound 

Kappa House, Congo Town 


Monrovia. Liberia 


MEMORANDUM 

Moses D, Wogbeh, Sm, 
Managing Dinctol' 
Fore.try Developme::ut,l';'Hty 

,
John D. Kantor, Sm. ~ 
Technical Manager/R&D ~ 

& ",D& 
Towou NyenrY7t1JllP" 
Acting MilnagerlGlS & RS 

,
Vtfl'i{icalion ofJiJ-River District Deed and Deegba CYan Fore.ft 

October 16, 2009 

comm1Ullcation under the signature of Mrs. Eliza D.l. Krony~ 
Chief Executive Officer, EJ & J Investment Logging Company requested 

tribal deeds. diagrams and locations of the above properties 
in Grand Bassa County, A team of technicians from the FDA was: 

said properties for detail ground truthing, capturing of deed land marks 
of the area for management's reaction. 

above, themati<; maps were prepared for various localities using "GIS desk 
alidation concluded by sending two surveyors and two Global Positioning 

operators. traveled to the land under consideration to conduct u joint
exereise of the area along with "Messrs. Pri,ilce P. Mentoe and PA 

representatives and the tribal people. 

,, 



period June 1-12, 2009, the joint team patroUed a significant portion of the 
mtlne,ed detail intbrmatioo relating to ongoing muJtiple uses of the area. types 

:bOiOfl"topoiogy, and livelihood of the community dwellers within the parameters 

intensive tour by the team they observed and authenticated that: 

area directly falls within Bour Tarr, Gono Tan. Kayah, Gbarsaw, and Deegba 

The Deegbn Clan forest is 105 kilometers away from the port of Buchanan and is 
. assessable for the exportatIon of round logs. 

The Jo-River forest is 89 kilometers away from t~ port of ,Buchanan and IS 
a.."i5essable for the exportation of round logs. 
both forests (la-River and Deegba) don't overlap with any Protected Area, 

Projl<)scd Protected Area, Forest Management Contract Or rectified Community 

of the area under investigation consists of primar~y forest while af 
is totally degraded, 

the description in the Metes & Bounds on all the deeds are correct 
it \V3S observed on the grounds that the forest in lo-River District is larger 

what is stipulated in the deed, 
1be forests area approximately ten (l0) kilometers away from the boundaries of 
Liberia Tree & Trading Corporation and EJ & J lnv(:.strnent Corporation 
concessions in River Cess County 
The Jo~River District forest falls \'Iiithin LAC (Liberia Agriculture ComPany) 

, are truly located in lYhragb.a Clq1J. District # 3B and Ghart~ area 

verification and confirmation of documents for this area by the 
restry,p,,,,,:lol,ment' Authority, \ve herein recommend that. 

the deed be forwarded to the Ministry of Lands. Mines & Surveys for 
authentication. After authenticating the and found legitimate, the FDA should 
perfonu the below activities: 

4- A::; per National Forestry Rcfonn Law ~FRL) of 2006 provlsion in chapter 
five section 5.6, we therefore recommend that fDA Management issue a 



Private Use Permits totaling 35,500 hectares or 187.720.5 acres of the above 
districts in compliance with all relevant requirements of this section 
(particulady section 5,6 c (Ui,iii) and d (i>ii,iii,iv,v~vi) respectively. 

Forestry Development Authority requests the companies representing the 
communities to demarcate their deeded land property boundary lines to avoid 
P9ssible trespass cases, 

Technical Description of Jo.River Forest Land &; Map 

mary line of Jo~River Forest commenees at the Town of Porwoh; thence a line 
"N!orth for 6;754 meters to a point~ thenee a line runs N 61 () W for 17,028 meters 

thence a line runs N 38° E for 8,592 meters to the point on the Tin\oo River 
"'---- the boundary between River Cess and Grand Bassa Counties; thence a line 

the Timbo River in the soufuem direction for 40,016 meters to a point; !lIenee 
N 84° E for 4,792 meters to a point; thence a line runs 8'49(') E for 20,073 

fuence a line runs N 86° E for 5,106 meters to the point of 
,ml'lCEMEt-IT, embraeing 30,765 hectares of forest land and NO MORE. 

ofJo-River }!~orestland 

Deeded Land Map ofJo River District ,,~ , 
30,675 hectares Located in River Cess County '~; 
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Technical Descrilltion o( Deet{ba Forest Land & Mall 

line commences at a point near the Town of B,argeegiah. thence a line runs 
7,253 meters to a point; thence a line runs S S3 Q E for 2.792 meters to a 
a line run.s S 41 n E for 3~715 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 8" W for 
to a point; thence a tine runs S 55" W for 2,403 meters to a point; thence a 

N 82° W for 3,301 meters to a point; thence a line runs N 69° W for 3,42?" 
i!etersto the point of commencemen~ containing 4,735 hectares orland and NO MORE. 

Map of Dcegba Clan. District #3 Forestland 
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