
PRIVATE USE PERMIT CONTRACT 
BETWEEN THE 

FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY 


& . 
THE PE.OPLE OF 


BOlE: CLAN 


ED.A. 


RO. Box 10·3010 


JVhein Town, Mount Barclay 


1000, Monrovia 10 Liberia 


Thursday, October 6, 2011 




R)<;I'UB.LIt: OF LmERIA) 
MONTSERRADO COUNT\') 

PRIVATE USE PERMIT CONTRACT BETWEEN THE FORESTRY 
DEVELOPMENT AUTBORIITY AND THE PEOPLE OF BOE CI,AN, SINOE 
COUNTY. FOR THE HARVESTING OF 48,675 HECTARFll OF .'ORESTI,AND 

TIDS CONTRACT made and entered into fuis -¥~ day of 0(~V ~~ 
A.D. 201 J, by and between the Government of Liberill, through the Forestry 
Development Authority, hereinafter referred to as the Authority, represented by its 
Managing Director,~Moses D. Wogbeh Sr., and the People ofBoe Clan Administrative 
District, Sinoe County~ hereinafter referred to as Doe; represented by the District Forest 
Management Committee by and thru Senior Citizens, Frank 0011, Paramount Chief and 
Phenita Mamie Wotoe, Women Lender. hereinafter collectively the Parties, hereby; 

\VHEREAS, the Authority is statutorily responsible for the sustainable management and 
use ofall categories of forest resources; 

\VHEREAS, fue Poople of Boe are legitimate owners of a tract of forestland of 48,675 
hectares by virtue of inheritance through a legitimate purchase from the Republic of 
Liberia; 

\VHEREAS, the Kulu Shaw-Soc Administrative District encompassing of Boe clan 
made an application to the Authority on September 5, 201 J ·on behalf of said citizens for 
the issuance of a Private Use Pennit to commercialize their deeded forested land as can 
be seen from copy of said letter hereto attached and marked Exhibit «A"; 

WIIEREAS, by virtue of Section 5.6 (d) (i) of the National f'orestry Reform Law 
(NFRL) of 2006, copy ofa duly certified Ahnrigee's Grant Deed issued in 1974 under the 
signature of President William V.S. Tubman~ in proof of ownership of the subject tract of 
land is hereto attached and marked Exhibit "En to form a cogent part of this Permit; 

WHEREAS, in further verification of the subject property, the Ministry of Lands, Mines 
& Energy finally gives authentication and verification to the said Boe Deed through a 
letter under the signature of Assistant Minister Maxwell CE Gwee. Attached a!so is the 
said verification letter marked Exhibit ~., to fonu an integra! part of this Contract; 

WHEREAS, validation of the area in keeping with Section 5.6 (d) (ii) of the NFRL and 
Section 61 of FDA Regulation 102,07 shows th.t the said tr.ct of land is suitable for 
commercia] forestry. Said validation report is hereto attached and marked Exhibit "'D" to 
form also an integral part of this contract; 

I 

Dorbor
Highlight

Dorbor
Highlight

Dorbor
Highlight

Dorbor
Highlight

Dorbor
Highlight



WHEREAS, Boo is desirous of commercializing harvestable tree speeies on lbe said 
tract of4&,675 hectares ofland; 

WHEREAS, the Authority having examined Boo's application and the requirements of 
Section 5.6 of the NFRL having been met, declares Boe qualified for issuance of a 
Private Use Permit that will allow it enter into contractual agreement with a company or 
corporation to carry out said commercial activities; 

WHEREAS, the people above descnoed have given their written consent through a 
Memorandum ofDnderstanding (MOll) to the Forest Venture Inc., for the management 
and supervision of their forestland as can be seen from copy of said MOD hereto attached 
and marked Exhibit "E' 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and agreements 
herein contained, the parties do hereby agree as follows: 

1. DefInitions 

a. Authority: The Forestry Development Authority (FDA) created by an Act 
ofthe Legislature on November I, 1976. 

b. Annual Operations Plan: the plan thet guides the annual operations of the 
Holder 

c. Chain of Custody: the puth ofcustodianship followed by logs. Timber and 
wood producls througb harvesting. transpert, interim storage, processing. 
distribution and export from source of origin in the forest to end use. 

d. Code 	 of Forest Harvesting Practices: a set of standards for 
environmentally sound forest nse prepared by the Authority 

e. 	Conservation: the sustainable management and protection of furest 
resources to achieve maximum environmental, social. economic and 
scientific benefits forpresentand future generations 

f. Forestry: the science, art and practice of conservation offorest resources 

g. Forest Resources License: any legal instnunent pursuant to which the 
Authority allows a person, subject to specified conditions; to extract 
forest resources or make other productive and sustainable use of torest 
land. This includes Forest management Contracts, Timber Sale Contracts, 
Forest Use Permit and Private Use Pennit. 

h. Forestland: a tract of land, including illl flora and fauna capable of 
producing forest resources, or land set a<;ide for the purpose of forestry, 
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but not including land in pennanenl settlements and land that bas been in 
long tenn use for non-shifting cultivation ofcrops or raising livestock. 

1. Forest Product: any material or item derived from forest resources. 

j. 	Forest Management Contract: forestry contract which covers a Jand area of 
50,000 - 400,000 hectares. 

k. Holder: a person who holds a valid forest resources license 

1. Land Owner: a person who owns land by legal title 

m,Operator: 	 11 person harvesting or making commercial use of forest 
resources under a forest resources license, including a person working as 
an employee. contractor or other agent for a Holder. 

n. Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Holder before felling of 
logs. They include posting of required perfonnance hond; preparation of 
initial annual operations plan and preparation of environmental impact 
assessment. 

o. Private Use Permit: a forest resource license issued by the Government to 
allow commercial use of the forest reSOlU'ces on private land. 

p. 	Public Use Permit: a forest resource license issued to extract forest 
resource from an area less than 1000 hectares. 

q. Reforestation: the establishment of a tree plantation in a previously 
forested area 'that has been affected by cuttin& fue, or some other act of 
tree removal. 

r. 	Societe Generale de Surveillance (SOS): the institution/company 
responsible to manage the Chain ofCustody System. 

s. 	Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resources license issued by the 
Government for a period of three (3) years that allows a person to harvest 
timber from a specified tract offorest land. 

3 


(fr .. 



2. Metes and BoundsITecbnieal D ...riptiOD oIBoe Clan Forest Land & 
L""ation Map 

Starting from a point on the Jobo River near the town of Zanwonjah; thence a Hne runs N 
13' E for 65,485 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 75' W for 61,608 feet to a point; 
thence a line runs N 29' W for 21,695 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 62' W for 
25,201 feet to. the point on the Cesto-s River; thence a line nms along the Cestos River in 
the Southern direction for 37,596 feet to a point; thence a line runs S 42' E for 34,111 
feet to a point; thence a line runs S 17' E for 41,446 feet to a point; thence a line runs S 
5' E fur 19,345 reet to a point; thence a line runs S 46' E ror 13,843 feet to a point; 
thence a line runs S 17' E for 34,365 reet to the point on the Jobo River; thence a line 
runs along the Jobo River northward ror 25,882 reet to the point of commencement, 
containing 120,279 ru:res ofland and NO MORE. 

Map of Doe Forestland 

Map of Bee Clan Forest, Kuru Shaw~Boe District 

Sinoe County (48,675 hectares) 


3. Conlract Objective 

a, To harvest merchantable tree species from 48,675 hectares of tract of land 
otherwise caned the Boe Forest Land 

b, To engage in reforestation ofthe area involving indigenous species 
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c. 	 To create alternative uses ofthe tract ofland after harvesting of trees; Forest 
Venture Logging undertake to cultivate 120,276 acresl48,675 hec!ll.rcs of 
rubber andlor palm oil crops as part of its alternative use of the land during 
and after the harvesting of merchantable tree species from the Indicated 
48,675 heetares track ofland 

d. 	 To "",ate employment for llIx:rnt 300 locals of the conturct area and 
surrounding towns and viU&ges, 

4, 	 Contract Duration 

The contract shall be for twenty five (25) years, the land area being as an FMC. 

5. 	 ChaIn of Custody System 

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006 and 
sections (1-35) of FDA Regulation 108-07, lb. Chain of Custody System will 
apply during the life and implementation of this contract. The system so 
established for the tracking of logs, timber and wood products from forest to 
processing and then to domestic or foreign market sball be managed by Societe 
Generale de Surveillance (SGS) using SGSlHelveta equipment and software as 
provided fur by section 3,2 (3) of the Chain of Custody System Management 
Contract 0[2007. 

6, 	 Land Rental & Stnmp1lg. Tax 

Consistent with Section 5.7(b) oflbe National Forestry Refonn Law of 2006, the 
Company shall not be charged to pay land rental tax. However, stumpage shall be 
paid consisientwith Section 5.7 (c) of the National Forestry Refonn Law and also 
consistent with Section 22(b) ofRegulation 107-07. 

7. 	 OtherF... & GOLTaxes 

All other fees and GOL Taxes levied <m the project shall be consistent with the 
Revenue Law ofLiberia and FDA Regulation. 

8. 	 Pre-felling Date 

Before Company is certified for felling, all pre-felling operations including tbe 
following most be completed: 
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a, Posting US$SO,OOO.OO perfonnance bond 
b. Submission of initial annual operations plan 
c. Environmental Impact Assessment 
d. Social Contract 

9, 	 Employment 

Recruitment and employment by the Company shall be consistent with Labor 
Law ofUberia and International Labor Organization. 

Termination 

-4his·con1:ract--shall·be-termlnated..if·tbe·eompany upon notice of breach of any 
tenn of this Contract fuils to remedy said breach within a period of (60) sixty 
days, 

9. 	 Force Majeure 

In the event of force majeure, which causes either party from meeting its 
obligations herein stated, the Contract shall be suspended as long as the force 
majeure continues. 

10. 	 Duty ofCare 

The Authority shall ensure that the Company maintains environmental quality of 
the cutting area and comply with all other conditions consistent whh the Liberia 
Code ofHarvesting Practices to include: 
a. 	 Water course protection 
b. 	 Erosion prevention 
c. 	 Prevention of pollution to rivers, streams and other waterways by disposal: of 

wastes 
d. 	 Prevention of rITe disaster 

The operation shall also be in confonnity with international conventions to which 
Liberia is a party, They include: the Convention on Biodiversity. the International 
Tropical Tunber Agreement~ the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, tbe United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention 
on International Trade In Endangered Species and the RAMSAR Convention on 
Wetland Management 

6 

http:US$SO,OOO.OO


11. Governing Laws 

In effecting this Contract between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant 
Laws of Liberia including but not limited to the National Forestry Refonn Law 
and regulation governing Chain ofCustody will prevail. 

12. Rinding Effect 

This Agreement is binding on the parties, their successors-in..office as if they 
were physically present at execution ofthis instrument. 

In witness whereof. we have affixed our signatures on the day and date flfSt 
mentioned above:­
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FOil THE AUTHORITY 

FOR THE PIl0PLIl OF BOE ClAN, KULU'S JU))lINlSTIIilTIVE DISTRICT 

frQnK -C;{)lL_._ ebef]{+U_illJ.0~CJfDC 
~'ranK (;011 Phenita Mamie Wtltoe 

Paramount Chie/lBoe Women LeaderlBoe 

8 



BOE CLAN,SINOE COUNTY, LIBERIA 


June 14, 2011 

Hon. Moses D. Wogbeh, Sr. 
Managing Director 


Forestry Development Authority 

Wheln Town, Paynesville City 


Republic of Liberia 


Dear Hon. Wogbeh: 

We the citizens of Boe Clan wish to harvest trees found on our deeded property for which we 
now apply for your permission and approval. WeLherefore apply for a Private Use Permit (PUP) 
to be able to carry out these activities. You will please find copy of our deed for authentication. 

We pray that our request will be granted, 

Very truly yours, 

-c..l-r~;ank Gall
~I 

PARAMOUNT CHIEF/SOE CLAN 
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September 5, 2011 

Hon. Moses D. \Vogbeb, Sr. 
Managing Djrector 
Liberia's Forestry Developrnent'l\uthority 
Whcin Town, Mount Barclay 
Monrovia, Liberia 

Dear Roo. Director: 

We are delighted to inform you that the citizens including the Superintendents, Representatives, and 
Commissioners ofSelle. Gola Konneh, Kulu Shaw~ Jaedea, Dugbeh River. Bade,. Marbo, BeawOT, Zorzor. 
Vojnjam~ Seekon, Gboe-PIne, and Gbarma Districts met in a Citizens meeting for the soul purpose of 
discussing the possibility of granting Atlantic Resources. Forest Venture & South Eastern Timber 
Companr.. a registered company operating under the Laws of the Republlc of Liberia. the right to 
sustainabiy manage and exploit the forest on their deeded land. 

Hon. Directof, after lengthy deliberations, it was agreed that the <\bove companies be given the right to 
manage said forest in their beJoved Counties. In reaching this conclusion Hon. Wogbeh, we were mindful 
and also took into consideration that your institution through the Government of Liberift awarded Private 
Use Permits in various parts ofl..iberia in line with the New Forestry Law ofLiberia. 

Against this backdrop Hon. Director, we are submitting a legal documentation, including MOD's, deeds 
and technical locations of said forest to your good offices for the purposes of issuing our company a 
Private Use Permit (PUP), in consonance with the New National Forestry Law of 2006 and Community 
Rights Law. 

Thanks in advance for your continued understanding. 

Sincerely yours 

August Abriham 
Phuming j~f(iJwger 
/Ultmtic l?(!s(l!u.'ce,'i Loggiag 

File 
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REPUBLIO 0 LIBERIA 

" TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS S1iALL COt-te; Whereas .it is the true 

~ . .. 
7!'01 icy of' tbi $ Goyern:nmtt._W-J,r...d\l.I::':" _,~botinginess.... o'Lt-he count~~ . 

~.o adopt c!vil.ization and~l?e~~~ citizens of the R'epubli,?_~ ~. 

and whereas one of the best means thereto is to grant land in f~e 
./ - ,- - ,­
simple to all those showing themse:lves £ft to be entrusted with . ...............~..............-~~-------

the Tiuhr~--and-dutie-s--i?~~. full eiffze~nsn:1p as _Voter! and whereas the 

'-e~~'1-d-ers-·--and--ert±%en{~-nI:;e!' -<D!1ltl't.-~inoe-'--eo1;\-nt-y-ttao---showing 

themselves -to-be 'fmtrusted with said rights and dut1.es. Now'there-

Tubman President of the Republic" 

of Liberia for in consideration of ,the various duties citiz';nSh.~p 

9£ said Clan" oI' the sald william V.' s. :u~~.~~_ president of th_o:. __ . 
nepub-lic ....of Liberia r for mvsel£ a'nd my ~~~£.~.~_~ors in Office h~YJL 
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Presideht .. 
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~-i~:\t t-'C. 
REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

MINISTRY OF LANDS, MINES AND ENERGY 
P. O. BOX 11).9024 

1000 MONROVIA 10. LIBERIA, WEST AFRICA 
TEL.: (231) 226-858, FAX:(231) 226-281 

Monday, October 03, 2011 

Han, Moses O. wogbeh, St. 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
Forestry Development-Authority 
\Vhein Town, Mount Barclay 
1\-'lullrvvia, LiberIa 

De,l( Hon W ogbeh; 

We write fo present our compliment~rsatl~t~'krib~~c,ej~~ur letter dated 26111 August 2011, 
Ref. No. FDAMD/OSJ62-11, t:cJ1Uesting the Ministry of Land, Mines ·~iPnergy to review. verity and 
authenticate deeds pertaining to Kpo. DugbeIl,Rivet, Jaedea. Beawor, Zonor, Voilljama, Seckol), Gboe­
pIce, Gbarma, Kulu·Shaw B-oe. Gola KOIUleh, Bellah Bopolu and Kongba Districts for which we 
are pleased to furnish you with OUT findings. 

-.."f, 

Aftor piotting, analyzing and verification , it documentations submitted to the 
Ministry wc.e all found correct and the land J 

\u:Jwrilj (FDA) to proceed with the granting of the 
people <sf the above localities. 

Tili) Ministry remains available is these el,(I",!' 

Truly yours, 

Ministry of Lands, IVillles '" En",'v 

• 




Forestry Development Authority 
P.O. Box 10-3010 

Elise Saliby'. Compound 

Kappa House, Congo Town 


Monrovi~ Liberia 


MEMORANDUM 

TO: Moses D. Wogbeh, SlIT. 
jlfanagiug Director 
Forestry Dcve/opnu?JJt Aufhority 

FROM: Towon Nyenty 
Acting Manager, FDA GIS Labs 

THROUGH: John D. Kantor, Snr, ~ 
Technical Manager~ ~A 

Subject: Verification ofBopoiu. Kongba. lklle Yella1!:. GoiaKonneh. 
Gharma. BeflwtJr. Voinjama. Zonor. Seekon. Kulu-Shaw 

Bade ani! Marbo fOrests 

DATE: October 16,2009 

Background 

Predicated on a communication under the signature of Mr. August Abrihim, Planning 
Manager~ Atlantic Resources Logging Company, requested an authentication of a tribal 
deeds, diagrams and locations of the above properties situated and lying in Lofa, 
Gbarpolu, Grand Cape Mount, Grand GOOeh, River Cess and Sinoe Counties, A team of 
technicians from the FDA was mandated to visit said propertle."i for detail ground 
truthing. capturing of deed land marks and sightseeing of the area for management's 
reaction~ 

In light of the above, thematic maps were prepared for various localities using GIS desk,· 
studies and validation concluded by sending two sUrveyors and two Global Positioning 
System (GPS) operators, traveled to the land under consideration to conduct a joint 
ground lruthing exercise of the area along with the tribal people and company 
representative. 

It. I 



Field Patrol 

During the period 20 I 0-20 II, the joint team patrolled a significant portion of the area and 
gathered detail information relating to ongoing multiple uses of the area, types of 
vegetation, topology, and livelihood of communities dwellers within the parameters of 
the forest 

Findings 

FolJowing an intensive tour by the team they observed and authenticated that: 

.. 	New maps and technical descriptions were prepared for BopoJu, Kongba. Gola 
Konneh, Gbafma, Bene, VOlnjarna, Beawor, Zorzor, and Seekon Districts that 
excluded the Gola National Forest, Alpha Logging and other concessions. 

.. 	Indeed the Bopolu, Kongba, Go!a Konneh, Gbarrna, Belle, Voinjama, ZOTZor 
deeded land falls directly into proposed Forest Management Contract areas «D 
andM" 

.. Beawor, Kulu Shaw Boe and Boe are un-encumbered but Bade forest is heavily 
occupied by miners 

.. Large portion of the area under investigation consists of primary forest white aL 
least five percent is totally degraded 

.. Technically. the description in the Metes & Bounds on all the deeds are correct 

In view .of the verification and confirmation of documents fOf this area by the 
Forestry Development Authority. we herein recommend that. 

... 	 That the deed be forwarded to the Ministry of Lands, Mines & Surveys for 
authentication" After authenticating the and found legitimate, the FDA should 
perform the below actlvjties: 

... 	 As per National Forestry Reform La\V (NFRL) of 2006 provision in chapter 
five section 5.6, we therefore recommend that FDA Management issue a 
Priva!r Use Permits of the above districts in compliance with all relevant 
requirements of this section (particularly section 5.6 c ( i,ii,iii) and d 
(i,ii.iii,iv, v,vi) respectively . 

.,. 	 Forestry Development Authority requests the companies representing the 
communities to demarcate their deeded land property boundary lines to avoid 
possible trespass cases. 

If::, 	 2 
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:~ Map a/Liberia Showing Border Entry Points 
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