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. REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA)

MONTSERRADQ COUNTY)

PRIVATE USE PERMIT CONTRACT BETWEEN THE FORESTRY
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORNOTY AND THE PEOPLE OF BELLEH YELLAH
DISTRICT, GBARPOLU COUNTY, FOR THE HARVESTING OF 130,569

HECTARES OF FORESTLAND

THIS CONTRACT made and entered into this Q day of GQ rdl

AD. 2011, by and between the CGovernment of Liberda, through the Forestry
Development Authority, hereinafter referred to as the Authority, ropresenied by its
Managing Director, Moses D. Wogbeh Sr., and the People of Belleh Yellah
Administrative District, Gbarpolu County, hereinafier reforred to az Bellah Yellah,
represented by the District Forest Management Commitiee by and thru Senior Citizens,
Paramount Chief Joseph Vallah, Clan David Flomo and Sumo Yanguoi, Youth Leader,
hereinafter collectively the Parties, hereby; ‘

WITNESSETR:

WHEREAS, the Authority is statutorily responsible for the sustainable management and
use of all categories of forest resources;

WHEREAS, the People of Belleh Yellah zre legitimate owners of 8 tract of forestland
of 130,569 hectares by virtue of inheritance through a legitimate purchase from the
Republic of Liberia;

WHEREAS, the Belleh Yellah Administrative District encompassing of Tobarsy, Bad&
and Nwolaila clans made an a;}piﬁcaiiﬁﬁ to the Authority on September 3, 2011 on beha
of said citizens for the issuance of & Private Use Penmit to commercialize their deeded

forested land as can be seen from copy of said letter hereto attached and marked Exhibit
&‘Aﬂ;

WHEREAS, by virtue of Section 5.6 (d) (i) of the National Forestry Reform Law
{NFRL) of 2008, copy of a duly certified Aborigee’s Grant Deed issued in March 1951
under the signature of President William V.8, Tubman, in proof of ownership of the
subject tract of land is hereto attached and marked Exhibit “B” to form a cogent part of
this Pemmii; )

WHEREAS, in further verification of the subject property, the Ministry of Lands, Mines
& Energy finally gives authentication and verification to the said Belleh Yellah Deed
through a letter under the signature of Assistant Minister Maxwell C.F. Gwee. Attached
also is the said verification letter marked Exhibit “C” to form an integral part of thig
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WHEREAS, validation of the area in keepiog with Section 5.6 (d) () of the NFRL and
Section 61 of FDA Regulation 102-07 shows that the said tract of land is suitable for

commercial forestry. Said validation report is hereto attached and marked Exhibit “D” to
form also an integral part of this contract;

WHEREAS, Belich Yellah is desirous of commercializing harvestable tree species on

the said tract of 130,369 hectares of Iand;

WHEREAS, the Authority having examined Belleh's application and the requirements
of Section 5.6 of the NFRL having been met, declares Bellch Yellah qualified for
issuance of & Private Use Permit that will allow it enter into contractual agreement with a
company or corporation to carry out szid commercial activities;

WHEREAS, the people above described have given thelr written consent through a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU} to the Scuth Eastern Timber (SET) for the

management and supervision of their forestland as can be seen from copy of said MOU
hereto attached and matked Exhibit “BE’

ROW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and agreements
herein contained, the parties do hereby agree as follows:

i. Definttions

a. Authority: The Forestry Development Authority (IFDA) created by an Act
of the Legislature on November 1, 1976,

b, Anruat Operations Plan: the plan that guides the mual operations of the
{Holder

¢. Chain of Custody: the path of custodianship followed by logs, Timber and
wood products through harvesting, transport, interim storage, processing,
digtribution and export from source of origin in the forest to end use.

d. Code of Forest Harvesting Practices: a set of standards for
environmentally sound forest use prepared by the Authority

e. Conservation: the sustaineble management and protection of forest
resources to schisve maximum enviroumental, social, economic and
scientific benefits for present aud future generations

f. Forestry: the science, art and practice of conservation of forest resources
g Forest Resowrces License: any Jegal instrument pursuant to which the

Authority allows a person, subject to specified conditions, to extract
forest resources or make other productive and sustainable use of forest
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lasd. This inclades Forest management Contracts, Timber Sale Contracts,
Forest Use Permit and Private Use Perinit,

h. Torestland: a tract of lund, including its flora and fauna capable of
producing forest resources, or land set aside for the purpose of foresiry,
but not including iand in permanent sctflements and land that has been in
Tong term use for non-shifiing cultivation of ¢rops or raising hvestock.

i. Forest Produet: any material or item derived from forest resources.

j. Porest Management Contract; forestry contract which covers a land area of
50,000 — 400,000 hectares,

k. Holder: a person who holds a valid forest rosources license
1. Land Owner: a person who owns land by legal title

m.Operator: 2 person harvesting or making commercial wse of forest
resources under a forest resources license, including a person working as
an employee, contractor or other agent for a Holder,

n. Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Holder before felling of
logs. They include posting of required performance bond; preparsiion of
initial anneal operations plan and preparation of environmental impact
asgessment,

0. Private Use Permit: & forest resourcs Hoense issued by the Government to
allow commercial use of the forest desources on private land.

p. Public Use Permit; a forest resource license issued to extract forest
resource from an arca less thaa 1600 hectares.

q. Reforestation: the establishment of a trec plantation in a previcusly
forested area that has been affected by cutting, fire, or some other act of
tres removal,

1. Societe Gensrale de Surveillance (8GSx the institution/company
responsible {0 manage the Chain of Custody Sysiem.

s. Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resources license issued by the
Government for a period of three (3) years that allows a person to harvest
timber from a specified tract of forest land.
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2. Metes and Bounds/Technical Description of Belleh Yellah District Forest
Land & Y.ocation Map

Starting from near the villages of Kpayeah and Lott Carey, south of Liaya River; thence s

e runs N 10° W for 73,082 feet {0 the point on the Lofa-River; thence a line s along

the Lofa River in the castern direction for 33,085 feet to 2 point; thence a Jine runs M 86°
E for 58,632 fect o a point; thence a line muns 8 62° E for 105,487 feet (o a point; thence
a line runs Due West for 4,874 feet 1o a point; thence a line runs Due South for 16,782
feet to 2 point; thence a line rans Due East for 3,314 feet to a point; thence a line rens
Due South for 9,757 feet 1o a point; thence a line runs S 59° W for 7,960 feet to a point;
thence & ltne runs § 13° W for 56,471 foet to a point; thence a line runs Due West for
23,005 feet to a point; thence a line rang § 10° W for 20,247 feet 10 a point; thence a lne
runs S 89° W for 22,811 feet to a point; thence a Hne runs Due North for 8,001 feetto a
point; thence a lne rans N 59° E for 25,986 feet to a point; thenee a line runs N 11° E for
6,774 feet to 1 point; thenee s line rung N 69° W for 18,647 foet to a point; thence a line
runs Due North for 24,393 feet 1o a point; thence a line runs Due West for 9,943 fect to a
poini; thence a line rons Due North for 11,318 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 54° E
for 7,958 fect 1 a point; thence a line runs N 59° W for 8,227 fect to & point; thence a
Hne runs 8 63° W for 53,796 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 41° W for 18,372 feet to
the point on the Liaya River; thence a line runs along the Liaya River in the southern
direction for 22,302 feet to the point of commencement, containing 322,643 acres of land
and NO MORE.
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3. Centract Objective

a. To harvest merchantable tree species from 130,569 hectares of fract of land
otherwise called the Belieh Yellah Forest Land

b. To engage in reforestation of the area involving indigenous species

¢. To create altornative uses of the tract of land afier harvesting of trees

d. To creste employment for about 300 locals of the contract area and
surzounding towns and villages,

4. Contract Duration

The contract shall be for twenty five (23) years, the land arca being as an FMC.
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Chain of Custody System

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006 and
sections (1-38) of FDA Regulation 108-07, the Chain of Custody System will
apply during the life and implementation of this contract. The system so
established for the tracking of logs, timber and wood products from forest fo

processing and then 1o domestic or foreign market shall be managed by Societe

Generale de Surveillance (SGB) using SG8/Helveta equipment and software as
provided for by section 3.2 (3) of the Chain of Custody System Management
Contract of 2007,

Land Rental & Stumpage Tax

Consistent with Section 5.7(b} of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2000, the
Company shall not be charged 1o pay land rental tax. However, stumpage shall be
paid consistent with Section 5.7 () of the National Forestry Reform Law and also
consistent with Section 22(b) of Regutation 107-07.

Othier Fees & GOL Taxes

All other fees and GOL Taxes levied on the project shall be consistent with the
Revenue Law of Liberia and FDA Regulation,

Prefelling Date \

Before Company is certified for felling, all pre-felling operations including the
following must be completed:

a. Posting US$50,000.00 performance bond
b. Submission of initial anoual operations plan
¢. Environmental Impact Assessment

d. Social Contract

Employment

Recruitment and employment by the Company shall be m;zszsient wﬁh Labm
Law of Liberia and International Labor Organiration. '
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. This contract shall be terminated if the company upon notice of breach of any
term of this Contract fails to remedy said breach within a period of {(60) sixty
l %? days,

s E% -9 - Force Majeure

In the event of force majeure, which causes cither party from meeting iy

obligations herein stated, the Contract shall be suspended as long as the force
majeure continues. '

14, Duty of Care

The Authority shall engure that 1he Company maintains environmental quality of

the cutting area and comply with all other conditions consistent with the Liberia

Code of Harvesting Practices to include:

a Water course protection

b, Erosion prevention

£. Prevention of pollution to rivers, streans und other waterways by disposal of
wastes

d. Prevention of fire disaster

The operation shall also be in conformity with international conventions fo which
Liberia is a party. They include: the Convention on Biodiversity, the International
Tropical Timber Agreement, the United Nation Framework Convention on Climated
Change, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention

on International Trade In Endangered Species and the RAMSAR Convention on
Wetland Management

1. Governine Laws

In effecting this Contract between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant
Laws of Liberia including but not limited to the National Forestry Reform Law
and regulation governing Chain of Custody will prevail.

12, Binding Effect

This Agreement is binding on the parties, their successors-in-office as if they
were physically present at exeoution of this instrument,

In witness whereof, we have affixed our sigostures on the day and date first
mentioned above,

/
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Rl FOR THE AUTHORITY

¥ j ! i \»«*&y
Vid’r;ses B, Wagbelt, Sr iw)
Managing Director %5

FOR THE PEOPLE OF BELLEN YELLAH ADMINISTRATIVE MISTRICT

%%’ﬁf’z \alle b Dovid Flomo

* Joseph Vailah David Flomo
Pararrount Chicf/Bella Yellah Clan Chief
{
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Approved

Mrai




BELLE YELLAH DISTRICT, GBARPOLU
COUNTY, LIBERIA

August 8, 2011

Hon, Moses D. Wogheb, Sr,

Managing Director

Forestry Development Authority

whein Town, Paynesville City {
: é Republic of Liberia

Dear Hon, Wogbehs:

We are writing on behalf of the People of Belle Yeltah District for the issuance of a Private Use
Permit (PUP) to enable us do fopging activitias on our private deeded land. Our private deed is
hereto attached for notification.

We pray and hope our request will be granted.

% Sincerely yours,

ph f:\t{
MO

UNT CHIEF/BELLE YELLAH DISTRICT

: \ TN
o

.
i



September 5, 2011

Hon. Moses 1. Wogbeh, Sr.

Manaping Director

Liberia’s Forestry Development Authority
Whein Town, Mount Barclay

Monrovia, Liberia

Dear Hon. Director:

We are delighted to inform you that the citizens including the Superintendents, Representatives, and
Commissioners of Belle, Gola Konneh, Kulu Shaw, Jaedea, Dugbeh River, Bade, Marbo, Beawor, Zorzor,
Voinjama, Seckon, Gbos-Ploe, and Gbarma Districts met in a citizens meeting for the soul purpose of
discussing the possibility of granting Atlantic Resources, Forest Venture & Souik Eustern_Timber
Lompany, 2 registered company operating under the Laws of the Republic of Liberia, the right to
sustainably mansge and exploit the forest on their deeded land.

Hon. Director, after lengihy deliberations, it was agreed that the above companies be given the right to
manage said forest in their beloved Counties. In reaching this conclusion Hon. Wopbeh, we were mindful
and also took into consideration that your institution through the Government of Liberia awarded Privatey
‘ § Use Permits in various parts of Liberia in line with the New Forestry Law of Liberia

Againgt this backdrop Hon. Director, we are submitting a legal documentation, including MOU's, deeds
j and technical locations of said forest to your good offices for the purposes of issuing our company @

Private Use Permit (PUP), in consonance with the New Nutional Forestry Law of 2006 and Community
Rights Law.

‘Thanks in advance for your continued understanding,

Sincerely yours

August Abriham
Plunning Muanager
% Atlantic Resources Logging

File

N
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REPUBLIC OGF LIBERIA -
' MINISTRY OF LANDS, MINES AND ENERGY |

P 0. BOX 189024
1000 MONROVIA. 10, LIBERIA, WEST AFRICA
TEL.: (231) 226-858, FAX:(231) 226281

Monday, Octobier 83, 2011 . -

Hon. Moses B, Wogheh, 3r,
MANAGING DIRECTOR
Forestry Development Anthority
Wheirt Town, Mount Barclay
Monrovia, Liberia

Diear Hon, Wogbeh:

” oo [P

We write 1o present our comp timents, g Ma&ﬂﬁg ur letter dated %ﬁ' &tzgust 011,
Ref. No. FDA/MDA5/62-11, ratfossting the Ministry. of’ La;zd, Mim sofnergy to review, verify and
authenticate deeds pertaining o Kpo, {}zng&h River, Jacdea, Beawor, Zotior, Voinjama, Seekon, Ghoe-
ploe, Gbarma, Kulu-Shaw Bge, Gola Koaneb, Bellah Yellah; Bopola and Kongba Districts for which we
are pleased ta furnish yau with our ﬁ:ridmg*s ry - o -

it documentations submitted to the
‘advising the Forestry Development
; it {PUP) in the interest of the.

After plotting, afzaiyzmg and verifwamcn , it w
Mmzstry were all fotzzzd ctmect and the iand uzx _n

pesple of tfie above kix:al!tfcs

This Minisiry remains available

Aisstry of Lands, Miizﬁs & fﬁzicfgy

Fite.

B Kok
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Forestry Development Authority
P.O. Box 10-3010

Elise Saliby’s Compound
Kappa House, Congo Town
Monrovia, Liberis

MEMORANDUM

TO: Moses . Wogbeh, Sor.
: Managing Divecter
Forestry Developmient Authority

FROM: Towon Nyenty <y

Acting Manager! ¥ DA GIS Labg

THROUGH: John P. Kantor, Sar. -3
Technical Manager, R&DVF] A

Subjects Verification of Bopabs, Kongha, Belle Yellah, Gola Ronneh,
Gbarma, Bemwor, YVoimiomu, Zoror, Sechon, Kiu-Shaw
Bade and Marbo foresis
DATE: October 16, 2009
f 4
Buckground

Predicated on a commmnication under the sigaature of Mr. August Abrihim, Plasming
Manager, Atlaniic Resources Logging Company, requested an suthentication of a tribal
deeds, diagrams and locations of the above properties situated and lying o Lofs,
CGharpolu, Grand Cape Mount, Grand Gedeh, River Cess and Sinoe Countties. A team of
technicians from the FDA was mandsted to visit satd properties for detai ground
truthing, capturing of deed land marks and sighisesing of the area for management’s
rezction.

In light of the above, thematic maps were prepared for various localities using GIS desk
studics and validation concluded by sending two survevers and fwo Global Postioning
System {GPS) operators, traveled to the Tand under considerabon o conduct a joint

- ground tuthing exercise of the ares along with the wibal people snd company

repregeatative.
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Field Patrol

During the period 2010-201 1, the joint team patrofied 2 significant portion of the atea and
gathered detall information relating to ongoing multiple uses of the area, types of
vegetation, topology, and Bivelibood of communities dwellers within the parameters of
the Torest. .

Findings
Following an ingengive tour by the tean they observed and suthenticated that

£ New maps angd technical descriptions were prepared for Bopoly, Kongba, Gola
Konmeh, Ghbarma, Belle, Voinjzma, Beawor, Zorzar, and Seekon Districts that
excluded the Gola National Forest, Alpha Logging and other concessions.

w Indeed the Bopolu, Kongba, Gola Konneh, Gharma, Belle, Voinfans, Zorzor
deeded land falls directly into proposed Forest Management Contraet arcas "D
and M”

% Beawor, Kuls Shaw Boe and Bos are un-encumbered but Bade forest is heavily
seeupied by miners

£ Larze porlion of the area under investigation consists of primary forest while at
feast five percent is totally degraded

¥ Technically, the description in the Metes & Bounds on afl the deeds are correct

Recommendation

In view of the verification and confirmation of documents for this area by the
Forestry Development Authority, x;re herein recornend that.

& That the deed be forwarded to the Ministry of Lands, Mines & Sorveys for
authentication. After authenticating the and found legitimate, the FDA should
perform the below activities:

# As per Nafional Forestry Reform Law (NFRLY of 2006 provision in chapter
five section 5.6, we therefore recommend that FDA Management issue a
Private Uge Permifs of the gbove districts v compliance with all relevant
requirements of this section (particularly section 3.6 ¢ ( L,i,jii) and d
{1,311, 3il0v, v, v} respectively.

& Forestry Developroent Authority requests the companies repregenting the
commusities (0 demarcate their deeded land propecty boundary biges 10 avoid
passible trespanss cases.
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