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LEITI Multi-Stakeholder Group Holds Mid-Year Retreat Meeting in Ganta, Nimba County.
Friday, May 29, 2026.
The Liberia Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (LEITI) Multi-Stakeholder Group (MSG) has concluded a two-day mid-year retreat in Ganta City, Nimba County. This mid-year MSG retreat aims to review and approve key documents; generate a unanimous, multi-stakeholder response to the International Secretariat’s Draft Validation Report; review progress made; identify challenges; and propose a way forward to strengthen EITI implementation in Liberia.
The meeting brought together senior-level representatives from government, civil society organizations, county-level journalists, and extractive companies to assess the status of key activities undertaken this year. 
Speaking at the opening session, Hon. Eudora Pitchard, Deputy Minister for Administration at the Ministry of Mines and Energy, and proxy of the Chairperson of the MSG, affirmed the Government of Liberia's strong commitment to the principles and standards of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative. She emphasized the strong role that EITI implementation in Liberia has played in driving significant reforms in the mining sector. She indicated that following a recommendation from the EITI, the Ministry of Mines and Energy has now included Beneficial Ownership Transparency into the licensing process at the Ministry of Mines and Energy, digitalization of the process for obtaining mining licenses in Liberia, the development of new policies to regulate mining activities, and the scaling up of enforcement mechanisms to ensure compliance. 
Speaking also was the Deputy Minister for Planning and Research at the Ministry of Agriculture, Hon. David Akoi. Hon. Akoi applauded the strong commitment demonstrated by the multi-stakeholders in overseeing EITI implementation in Liberia, as well as the technical expertise of members of the LEITI Secretariat in implementing technical decisions agreed upon by the MSG. He pledged the Ministry of Agriculture's commitment to full adherence to the EITI principles and standards. 
Closing the opening remarks session was Hon. Sam P. Jallah, member of the 55th National Legislature of the Republic of Liberia and representative of District Number three, Bomi County. Hon. Jallah remarked that the National Legislature views the LEITI as one of the key government institutions with critical responsibilities for driving reforms in the extractive sector. He pledged the National Legislature's commitment to working with the LEITI to review its Act and, where necessary, provide the authority needed for the LEITI to enforce EITI implementation in Liberia. He promised to ensure that the LEITI will appear before the House of Representatives regularly to provide updates on its work to the Body.  
The following were the key outcomes of the retreat:
· The Body reviewed, discussed, and approved the draft MSG response to the EITI Draft Validation Report by the Body;
· The Body reviewed, discussed, and approved the draft 16th Summary Report for dissemination throughout the country;
· The Body reviewed, discussed, and documented the progress and challenges against the LEITI Secretariat 2026 EITI Workplan;
· The Body derived actionable ways forward in addressing challenges affecting the implementation of the 2026 workplan;
· The Body reviewed, discussed, and approved the Secretariat draft plan for dissemination of the LEITI 16th EITI summary report;
· The Body reviewed the implementation level of the Performance Management Targets agreed upon with the Office of the President of Liberia for the fiscal year 2026;
· The Body reviewed, discussed, and approved the Secretariat plan to make LEITI data more simplified, accessible, and visualized;
· The Body also reviewed and discussed the draft MSG meeting attendance scorecard for the first quarter of 2026;
· The Body reviewed, discussed, and approved innovative ways to strengthen Contract Transparency and Beneficial Ownership Disclosure in Liberia, and
· The Body reviewed, discussed, and approved plans to finalize the Compliance Investigation Report.
Institutions present at the retreat were the Ministry of Mines and Energy, Ministry of Finance and Development Planning, Liberia Revenue Authority, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Agriculture, Liberia Petroleum Regulatory Authority, National Oil Company of Liberia, Liberia Chamber of Mines, Liberia Timber Association, Liberia Agriculture Companies Association, Liberia Business Association, Publish What You Pay/ Resource Justice Network, Mineral Civil Society Organizations of Liberia, National Civil Society Council of Liberia, Honorable House of Representatives, and GIZ. 
The LEITI remains committed to ensuring transparency, accountability, and citizen participation in the management of the country’s extractive resources for sustainable national development.
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