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Dear Rev, Dr. T okpah, R

RE: INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN AN INTER-UNIVERSITY PUBLIC DEBATE ON THE
EXTRACTIVE SECTOR.

The Liberia Extractive [ndustries T ransparency Initiative (LEITI) Secretariat in line with the
2023 EITI Standard, which promotegthe dissemination of inforgnation and encourages public
debate on extractive sector transparency is pleased to invite the African Methodist Episcopal
University Debate Team to participate 1n a one-day Intcr-University Public Debate to  be held
between the African Methodist Episcopal University and the United Methodist University
(UMU), tentatively scheduled for September 18, 2026,
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The debate wil] provide a platform for university students to engage in constructive dialogue
and critical analysis on issues of transparency, accountability, and governance in the extractive
sector. It will also allow students to contribute their perspectives to national conversations
about managing Liberia’s natural resources and present researched viewpoints on the
benefits. challenges, and potential impact of Social Development Funds on communities
and counties affected by extractive activities.

The proposition for the debate is:

“1o ensure the adequate use of Social Development Funds Jor affected
communities/counties, should extractive companies be allowed to work with affected
communities to implement the funds, or should the central government take Jull
charge of implementation?”

Given the above, the United Methodist University is expected to argue that the Central
Government should take full ch arge of implementing the funds instead of extractive
companies and affected communities/counties.
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President
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Monrovia. Liberia

Dear Rev. Dr. Attah.

RE: INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN AN INTER-UNIVERSITY PUBLIC DEBATE ON THE
EXTRACTIVE SECTOR. r

The Liberia Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (LEITT) Secretariat in line with the
2023 EITI Standard, which promotes the dissemination of information and encourages public
debate on extractive sector transparency is pleased to invite the African Methodist Episcopal
University Debate Team to participate in a one-day Inter-University Public Debate to be held
between the African Methodist Episcopal University and the United Methodist University
(UMU), tentatively scheduled for September 18, 2026.

The debate will provide a platform for university students to engage in constructive dialogue
and critical analysis on issucs of transparency, accountability, and governance in the extractive
sector. It will also allow students to contribute their perspectives to national conversations
about managing Liberia’s natural resources and bring forth researched viewpoints to
explore the benefits, challenges, and potential impact of Social Development Funds on
communities and counties affected by extractive activities.

The proposition for the debate is:

“To ensure the adequate use of Social Development Funds for affected
communities/counties, should extractive companies be allowed to work with affected
communities to implement the funds, or should the central government take full
charge of implementation?”

Given the above. the African Methodist Episcopal University is expected to argue that
extractive companies should be allowed to work with the affected communities/counties
to implement the funds.
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