


REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA)
MONTSERRADO COUNTY)

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)


THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is made and entered into this _____ day of _______ 2024 by and amongst:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk67926398]Liberia Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (LEITI)  with offices at the Budget Bureau Building, Php Community, Monrovia, Liberia (hereinafter known and referred to as “LEITI”) represented by its Head of Secretariat, Mr. Jeffrey Yates; and

2. The Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission with offices in Congo Town (hereinafter known and referred to as “LACC”), represented by its Executive Chairperson, Cllr. Alexandra Zoe.

The agencies mentioned earlier shall hereinafter be referred to collectively as the “Parties” and individually by their respective names or as a “Party.”

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS:

1. The Liberia Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, was established by an Act of the Legislature, which was approved and subsequently printed into handbills on July 13, 2009, with the mandate to include establishing counterpart and technical relationships with similar and other agencies, institutions, and organizations in Liberia and abroad, as may be necessary for the effective discharge of its function and to promote the public disclosure of contracts, licenses, agreements, and concessions bearing relationship with the extraction of the forest, agriculture, and mineral resources and to serve as one of the national depositories of all concessions, contracts, agreements and licenses and similar agreements and rights granted by the Government of Liberia to individuals and companies in respect of logging, mining, oil, forestry, agriculture, and other designated sectors, and to grant members of the public access to such concessions and agreements in keeping with their status as public documents;

2. The Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission was reestablished by the legislature on July 22, 2022 with the mandate to implement appropriate measures and undertake programs geared toward investigating, prosecuting, combating and preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of its eradication.  

3. The Parties have determined that promoting transparency and accountability is an explicit requirement of both agencies and

4. The Parties have discussed and agreed on the terms and conditions under which they would collaborate, coordinate, and share information to improve accountability, transparency, and fiscal integrity;

NOW, THEREFORE, The Parties hereto agree as follows:

1.0	Purpose; Term and Related Matters

1. Purpose: The purpose of this MOU is to document critical understandings and undertakings of the two agencies relative to:

i. Enhancing transparency in the extractive sector and the sharing of relevant information between the two agencies and

ii. Establishing and maintaining a framework for collaboration and engagement whereby the Parties can support one another and share information towards achieving greater accountability and transparency in the extractive sector.

2. Term: This MOU shall come into effect upon the date of its signing by all the Parties hereto and shall be valid for a period of ___24___ months/years.  It shall automatically renew for additional [Two (2) years] under the same term and condition provided any party has received no notice of termination. 

3. General Participation: The Parties agree that the enhancement of coordination and engagement amongst the agencies working under this MOU shall be fostered and sustained through (i) periodic inter-agency coordination meetings, which should be held quarterly.

3.1 Each agency agrees and promises to participate in the inter-agency coordination meetings and other engagements at its highest leadership (Minimum level of representation Commissioner, Deputy Head of Secretariat, and Technical Manager).

3.2 The public shall be granted access to the outcomes of activities undertaken under this MOU to ensure openness and fair play.

2.0	Obligations of the Parties
4. Parties Obligations: The Parties mutually agree that each Party to this MOU shall be responsible for the following:

4.1 Responsibilities of LACC: The LACC shall be responsible for:
i. Receiving from the LEITI summary highlights of critical findings for possible review and  investigation, where necessary; 

ii. Request the LEITI to submit all pieces of material evidence of critical findings submitted to the LACC.

iii. Where possible, the LACC shall collaborate with the LEITI that may lead to investigation or prosecution, and

iv. LACC shall publish all investigation findings arising from the LEITI Report 

v. Others to be provided by LEITI

4.2 Responsibility of LEITI- The LEITI shall be responsible for the following:

i. Provide to the LACC regular summary highlights of critical findings for possible review and  investigation; 
ii. Submit to the LACC all pieces of material evidence of the essential conclusions;
iii. Collaborate with the LACC to enhance investigations or prosecutions arising from the LEITI Report and 
iv. Publish all LACC investigation findings arising from the LEITI Report 
v. Others to be provided by LACC

3.0	General Provisions
5. Termination: This MOU may be terminated by any Party provided that the terminating Party shall give the other Party (1) Month written notice showing cause attributable to a breach of the MOU and a showing that the breaching Party failed to remedy said breach within 30 Days of being notified.

6. Amendments: Any of the Parties may request an amendment to this MOU.  Any changes, modifications, revisions, or amendments to this MOU that are mutually agreed upon by and between the parties shall be incorporated by written instrument and effective when executed and signed by all parties to this MOU.


7. Applicable Law: The laws of the Republic of Liberia shall govern this MOU.

8. 
9. The entirety of the Agreement: The Parties agree and stipulate that this MOU constitutes the entirety of the agreements between the parties, and there is no other discussion negotiation, whether oral or written, which has not been incorporated herein.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this memorandum of understanding in Monrovia, Montserrado County, Republic of Liberia, and have affixed their signatures on the date, month, and year first mentioned above.

IN THE PRESENCE OF:				

 
____________________________                            __________________________________ 
                           					Name: Jeffrey N. Yates
Title: Head of Secretariat
FOR: LEITI




____________________________                            ___________________________________
 							Name: Cllr. Alexandra Zoe                                                                                                                                                                                     
Title: Executive Chairperson
FOR: LACC
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