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(ir.,r crnmrnt r.rf Liherra
tluoush the Forestn f)er elr-rpnrent .{urhoritr -: :3:i:rea :.- jS :Jta FDA. :e:ri.asin:jj
by its Managing Director Hon. Darlington S and the People of GHEEGBARN #2Tuesben
Community Forest located rn District :. Grand Bassa
Communify Forest Managenrent BodI' bi, and thru its Chief
for the Management of GHEEGBARN #2 COM]\,IUNI1'\'FO

County, represented by their
Officerknnt-Av F ftat Lq,,tr.rr,,
REST; hereby I I

SSETH

WHIRIIAS, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is the go\.'errut]er]t agency with legal
iurisdiction over forestry ntatters, and the lead agency fbr communi r 1o..r1,r in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the People of GHEEGBARN #2 Comnrunity Forest. in accor.dance with the
Cornmunity Rights Lar'v of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (cRl.r and the Arnenclecl
Regulation to the community Rights Law of zbog wlttr Respect to Forest Lands (.{menclecl CRL
Regulation), applied to the FDA for Authorized Forest Comrnunitl' srarlls. to enable them

I manage and/or utilize tlieir Cornmunity Forest resources;

WHEI{EAS. the IrDA. in accordance with its statutorily establis}red aurhoritr rr,, qialt
Authorized Forest Clotltnurtity status, and issue and sign Community Forest \laracer:rer1
Agreemertt (CI-\1.\). has verified that GHEIIIGBARN #2 has satistrecl all technical an.l le r;rl
requirements to be granted Authorized comrnunity Forest status;

\YHIiREAS. the GHEEGBARIT #2 Comrnunity Forest Management Body (CFMB) repres.:r,s
the ALrthorized Forest Community in all tnatters relatecl to community forestiy'resources.'and ir:rs
been sranted the iegal authority by the People of GHEEGRARN #i to enter into this CIF\I.{.
as established b1 Secti r:n 4.2 (c) of the CRl,;

WHERIiAS. the People of GHEEGBARN #2, represented by GHEIfGRARN #2 CFMB. and
the FDA are vvtllittg to he bound bv the ternts set out ir tliis CjFMA;

Now, TFIEREFORE. the FDA and the GHEEGBARN #2 CF'MI} agree as follows:

e
ARTICTE : PURPOSE

SECTION 1.1

The GHEEGBARN #2 CFMB and the FDA enter into this Community Forestry Management
Agreement in order to:

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities of the GHEEGBARN #2 Authorized Forest
Community to own, use and sustainably manage its forest resources, and to promote
biodiversity for the direct benefit of the community, ecosystems, the nation, and the
environment, as established in the cRL and Amended cRL Regulation;

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the FDA, as the agency with regulatory
authority over community forestry programs, as established in the CRL and its Amended
CRL Regulation;

(c) Pursue activities that will contribute to the irnprovement of the livelihoods of the
members of the GHEEGBARN #2 Authorized Forest Community, through the
management and use of forest resources, which may include informed conservation
practices and/or sustainable harvesting of timber and non-timber forest products Q.JTFPs)
for commercial purposes;
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(e) Work in close collaboration with national and international organizations to promote and
strengthen community forestry, by building the capacity o? th" GHEEGBARN #2
Authorized Forest Community.

SECTION 1.2

The implementation of this CFMA shall be guided by the following principles:

a

(a) Community forest resources shall be used for the benefit of members of the Authorized
Forest Community, and may include the pursuance of conservation andlor sustainable
harvesting of timber and NTFPs for commercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Authorized Forest Community from altering how it chooies to manage its
forest resources, but all legal requirements must lirst be met before any such chan-ge is
implemented;

(b) Cornmunity Forest resoulces shall be nianaged and used in a il,ay that meets the needs of
the present commutrity members without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs:

(c) All members and groups in the Authorized Forest Comrnunitr. irrespective of age,
gender, religion or ethrticity, shall be able to parlicipate in the rnanaqernent ancl use of
Comrnuni t1,' F'orest resollrces ;

(d) All decisions and actions relating to the managernent of Conl.nunity Forest resources
shall be explained and carried out r.vith openness. and in a \\'av that all members oi the
Authorized Forest Cornnrunity rvill understand;

(e) An1 decision. activity or agreement affecting the status or use of Community Fores.
resources shall not proceed without the tiee. prior and informed consent of the
Authorized Forest Community;

(f The rights of metnbers of the Authorized ForesI Community to the pursuance of activities
necessar) tbr subsistence, medicinal ancl cultural purposes, and to vital ecosysterx
services lnore qenerally. shall not be permanently alienated.

ARTICLE 2: TECHNNICAL DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNLTY FOREST LANDS

The GHEEGBARN #2 Community Forest boundaries are as follows:

GHEEGIIARN #2 ComnrunityForest lies within l.atitude (401462 - 731932) north of the
equator and Longitude (401515 - 710871) west of the Greenwich Meridian and is located in
District # 2, Grand Ilassa County,.

Commencing at apoint (412480 - 721436) on the Wiaya Creek; a line runs S 18' W for 2,897
meters to a point (411582 - 718662); thence a line runs S 34" W for 5,159 meters to a point
(408669-714354); thence a line runs N 87o W for 161 meters to a point (408471- 714359) on the
Diale Creek; thence a line runs Southward along said Creek for 7 ,760 meters to a point (402626-
711030); thence a line runs N 3" W for 15,289 meters to a point (401767-726179); thence a line
runs N 49" E for 161 meters to a point (401905 -126291); thence a line runs N 69o E for 87
meters to a point (401979 -726319); thence a line runs N 9o W for 78 meters to a point (401968-
726389); thence a line runs N 35" E for 483 meters to a point (402217- 726745); thence a line
runs N 79' E for 98 meters to a point (402315-726763); thence a line runs N 35o E for 322
meters to a point (402542-727078); thence a line runs N 31" E for 322 meters to a point
(402740- 727405); thence a line runs N 24" E for 483 meters to a point (40293- 721814); thence
a line runs N 5o E for 322 meters to a point (402963-728119); thence a line runs N 2" W for
2,414 meters to a point (402875-730491); thence a line runs N 26o E for 1,127 meters to a point
(40114)-'771 4??\' fhennc q Iine nrns NT 7)o E fnr /Q? mafcrc tn o nninf (Afi?.,911- 1?1 (61\ nn rho
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Wiaya Creek; thence a lirte runs Southward along saicl Clreek for 16,7g3 rnerers ro t6e point oiComtnencement, embracing a total oI 12,576hectires I 31,045 acres and NO jvIORE.

a

o

ARTICLE 3: GENERAI- IUGHTS AND OBT,IGATI0NS

SECTIO\ 3.1

In keeping riltil tls statutorv responsibilitr,to regulate, proteot, manage and develop iore-.:
resources. so as to sustain and optimize the potential yield of their economic, social anj
environmental benefits. the FDA shall:

(a) Directll supporl the GHEEGBARN #2 Authorized Forest Cornrnunity take stock cf
and docutnent lbrest resources ri itirin tire area of fbrest resources designated as a

Communitv Irorest. to include. utere rppropliatc.. an inventory of all merchantable
timber aud cotttntercialll' r'iable NTFPs. as rveli as locally resident protected and
endangered species and their habitat;

(b) Communicate to the CFMB minimum standards lbr the development, revien' and
approval of Cornmunity Forest Management Plans, to be reviewed every five (5) vears:

(c) Provide guidance to the CFMB on zoning the Community Forest, as well as the limrts of
the scope and scale of conservation and/or commercial exploitation within these zones.
based upon the data collected about the fbrest resources within the Communitv Forest:

(d) Suggest amendnrents and/or alternatives, in pursuance of the sarne stated goal-s of tire
Authorized Forest Community, if it is determined that tire Cornrnunitl Forest lr',-,u1d nc:
be able to sustaitr an activity proposed in the Communitl' Forest \'lanaqentent P;:n
(cFMP);
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The GHEEGBARN #2 CFMB shall:

(a) Ensure that Cornrnunity Forest resources are manage<l in an environmentally sustainable
nlanner, and maintain the forest as an ecosystem;

(b) with the involvement of community members, and the approval of the Executive
Committee of the Community Assembly, prepare and implement community fbrestry
rules/guidelines;

(c) With the involvement of community rnembers, ancl under the guidance of the Executive
Comrnittee of the (lomrnunity Assernbly, develop CFMps;

(d) Operate in accordauce with the terms and conclitions of this CFMA, community forestry
rules/guidelines, the CFMP, and all other relevant legislation and regulations;

(e) With the guidance of the FDA, oversee and monitor irnplernentatiol of the CFMp to
ensure cornpliance with all relevant legal and technical requirernents;

(t) Conduct awareness raising activities in order to infornr all Authorized Forest Commu,itv
members about the community fbrestry progran);

(-u) Represent the cotnmunity in all matters related to communitl,' fbrestry in negotiations
$'ith the FDA. and with third-parties rvho have interests in conservation or hirvestin_e
ttmber and or YfFPs for commercial purposes: and

.l \'\'-hen nlade a*'are 01'anv fbrestn- otl-ences u,ithin the Community Forest, immediatelv
::ilnr the ttearest FDA Olhce and, if possible. halt any ongoing illegal activities.

o

a

SECTIO\-I.1

A11 activities oI'rir. GHEEGBARN #2
and CFMP.

Community Forest shall conform to both the CFMA

SECTION {.2

If it is determined that ntetttbers of the CIHEEGIIARN #2 Forest Community have failed or
are tailing to complr rlith the L-F\'lA and CFMP, the FDA shall imrnediately provide written
notice to the GHEEGBAR)- #2 Forest Comrnunity, through the CFMB, of the violation,
together with instructions as to hou'the violation rnay be remedied. Any such writtel notice shall
inclr"rde warning of the sirnctions that rnay be applied in the absence of remedial action being
taken by the GHEEGBARN- #2 Forest Corlrnunity.

ST]CTION 4.3

Individual members of the Forest Community who violate the terms of this CFMA and/or CFMP
may be fined by the CFMB and/or referred to the appropriate authority for criminal prosecution,
as per Section 1,8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

SECTION 4.4

Individual metnbers of the GHEEGBARN #2 Forest Comrnunity who violate the Arnencled
CRL Regulation may also be sr,rblect to sanctions by the FDA and the crirninal iustice svslerx rs
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SECTION 5.1

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely iietermine how its fbrest resources are managed.'fhe Authorized Forest Community's decision as to how it manages its fbrest resources is
represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establiihes a legally enfbrceable
framework.

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Communitl'has the right to alter its CFMP. I-loq,ever, all sucli alterations
shall be tnade using the procedures here established, and in conformitl, r,vith ali other established
legal and technical requirernents.

SECTION 5.3

If the Authorized Forest Communitl' decides to substantively alter the prer.iousll, approved
CFMP, a ne\\'' plan shall be submitted to, and approvecl by, the FDA. A zubstantive alteration
includes, but is not linrited to:

(a) Changes to the \\'ay an area ol lbrest resources within the Cornmunity Forest, which has
alreadv been zoned under the CF\4p, is to be used;

(b) Charlges to the size of a zoned area of fbrest resources within the Cornrnunity Forest;

(c) An1 exparlsiott of cotnmercial or agricultural activities, not already envisaged under the
CF\IP:

(d) Any expansion ol conservation activities rvhere it unduly restricts members of the
Authorized Forest Comtnunitl from using their forest resources in pursuance of
sustainable livelihoods

SECTION 5.4

The fbllowing procedure shall be followed when amending the GFMP:

(a) The Clomntunity Assembly shall vote on whether or not it wants to consider amenciing the
CFMP' A simple rnajority vote of the Comumnity Assernbly shall be required to initiate
the process;

(b) Following an affirmative vote, members of the Community Assembly shall thoroughly
discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the proposed amendmentis, with their
respective constituents;

(c) The CFMB shall provide written notice to all towns and villages within the Authorized
Forest Community about the proposed amendment/s, at least thirty (30) days prior to the
Community Assembly meeting at which the final vote on amending the CFMp is to be
taken;

(d) At the Community Assembly meeting the members shall vote to accept or reject the
proposed amendment to the CFMP. A two-thirds (213) majority vote of ihe Community
Assembly is required before the CFMp can be amended;

o



(0 once the FDA r''erifles that the amended cFN4p nreets all legal and tecirnrcairequirements, it shall approve the new CFMP.

SECTION 6.1

SECTION 6.2

Before any commercial harve sting can take place, the Authorized Forest must havemet all prelirninary requrrements, as per the CRI- and all other reler,anr lalr's and regulationsa This requires that the
CRL); the

community has organized its Communi ty Assernblr (Section 6 .4(a) of theCommunity Assembly has appointed the Community Forest -\'lanagement Body(Section 6.4(b) of the CRL); the Community Forest Management Bod1' has developed aCornmunity Forest \,lanagement Plan that includes the envisaged commercial actrvrties ( Section6.4(c) of the CRL); the Community Forest Management Plan has been approi,'ed by theExecutive Committee, the Community Assembly and the FDA (Section 6.1 (d) of rhe CRL): andthe Communitv Forest Management Plan is being implemented (Section 6.a(e)) of the CRL.

,SECTION 6.3

SECTION 6.4

As an Authorized Forest community, the GHEEGBARN #2 Community Forest has the rightto engage in the harvesting of timbei and/or non-timber forest products $rrFps) for commercialpurposes, under regulations and guidelines issued uy irr" roa.

a

In keeping $rth the 1006 National Forestry Itefbrm Law (NFI{L), the l'en core Regulations anclail other rele'ant 1a*'s and regulations governing Liberia's forest sector, no commercialharvesting of timber ancl NTFPs shall occur in a iommunity Fore,st without the AuthorizedForest commu,it'ha'ing first nret the fbilowing reqrirerr.ntr,

(a) The itrventorv ol mercltantable tree species and N'fFps must have been independentlyconfirmed b1' the I-'DA, in keeping with its statutory responsibility to ensure that areas offorest resources are suitable ro, the plarured cornnr.rciaiharvestirig, u, f.1Sectio,4.5 ofthe NFRL, and Sectio, 2.2 (g) and ihapter 5 of the cItL; and

(b) The Authorized Forest contnrunitl' nrust have conductecl an Environmental Impact
Assessment (E'IA), as pel'section 21(2) and Section 41 of Regulation 105-07.

once the FDA has verified that all technical and legal requirements for the harvesting of timberand/or NTFPs for commercial purposes have been iret, it'shall issue a written notice to proceedto the Authorized Forest community, through the ci'un. only once the Authorized Forestcommunity has received written notite to proceed from the FDA shall the harvesting of timberand/or NTFPs for commercial purposes be permitted.

qI'r'TratN ( <



rErl Ti()\ 6.6

'- : :: ":-' 'i":: :" Seciion 1 1'6 of the Arnended CRL Regulation,Authorized Iiorest Communities:": "::-' t'' '-::li:er products for contmercial purposes shill pay stumpage f'ees in accordance with- ' - " r--lll

SECTION 6.7

'\uthorized Forest Comrnunities shall pay all relevant fbrest procluct f'ees, as establishecl in
Rc'gulation rc7 -01 , as well as all taxes and/or fees for the harveiting of NTFps for commercial
purposes, as determined by the t,iberia Revenue Authority, i1 consultation with the FDA.

o
SECTION 6.8

The FDA shall nronitor the harvesting of timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes to
ellsure that all environmental standards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of- Llarvesting
Practices is adhered to.

SECTIO\ 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied lor failure to cornply with the CFMA and CFMp, as establshed
in Article I tlf this CFI\4A, the FDA may irnposi penalties on Authorized Forest Cornmuri:,.
nlembers under Sr'ctiott 20 of the NFRL ancl Sectior56 of the Environmental protection Asencr
Act.

o OF AND

SECTION 7.1

The CFMB. as the representative of the Authorized Forest Comrnunity in commercial mane:s.
may negotiate commercial agreements n'ith third-parties, in conformity with existing lesal arl
technical standards.

SECTION 7.2

Betbre a comnlel'cial agreement between an Authorized Forest Community and a third-party can
be signed, the FDA shall first review and approve it, as per Section 10.5 of the Arnended CItL
Regulation,

SECTION 7.3

If, fbllowing review, the F'DA determines that the proposed cornmercial agreement cloes not
contbnn to best industry practices, or does not offer fair market price for the community's forest
resources. the FDA shall advise the community on how the cornrnercial agreenrent needs to be
amended before it cau be approved. The Comrnunity Forest Management Body and Executiye
Cornnlittc'e of the Comrnunit,v Assernbly shall hear the advice of tii" FDA. and attest that the'

G
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-. . :l).r.sitall review, determine whether or lrot to aI)pro\e the proprrsed c.-tl-l;ler.;.r, ;gleetr:'et:t

,-..*. 1i' appropriate, provicle advice on ho*' the commercial agreenrent neecis to be amended

.,...rin tifteen (15) working days of the commercial agreement being submitted' If the FDA taiis

:"-, Leview, officiatly upp.oi. und, if appropriate, provide advice on how the proposed commercial

agreement,eeds to be'amencled within fifteen (i5) working days of submission, the community

ilay either provide the FDA with more tirne to complete the review of the proposed commercial

agreernent, or it may cotrsider the requirement for review and approval of the proposed

commercial agreement satistled'

tr8:

SECTION 8.1

This CFMA shall take eflect upon signing by the CFMB ancl the FDA and shall be valid for a

period of not more than 1 5 yeari, One yeai prlor to the expiration of this CtrMA, the CFMB shall

submit a written request to the FDA to renew the CFMA for an additional fifteen (15) year term'

The CFMA can be renewed as many times as the Authorized Forest ('onrttrutrity would like'

a

The FDA shall approve the request for renervai at least sistr' (60) days prior to the expilation

date of the GFMA. lf the FDA does not provide a resironse to the request to rettewthe cFNIA at

least 60 clays prior to its expiration clate, the CFNIA .shali be rener'vecl automatically fbr another

fifteen (15) Year Period.

SECTION 8.2

Approval to a request to renew the CFMA shali be grantecl ottl1' ouce the FDA has verified that

the Authorized Forest Community is in compliance rvith all lega1 and teclnical requirements'

Where the IIDA determines that the Authorizecl Forest Conrmuniil' is not in conrpliance' it sha1l

infb,, the Authorizerj Forest Communitl, in ri'riting of the reasolls Onll' once tlte Authorized

Forest Comrnuntrr.has addressed these isiues shallthe FD,\ ai'prore tlte retlewal of the CF\I'\'

SECTION 8.3

SECTION 8.4

The CFMA may be terminated prior to the expiratiotr date based oll one or Inore conditions as

follows:

(a) Written agreement between the CFMB, at least two-thirds of the Community Assembly

mentbers, and the FDA;

(b) The Government of Liberia decicles to exercise its power of emineut dornain over a

commuuity fbrest, tlr a part thereot' Where the Govertrment of t'iberia tnakes such a

decision, it shall comply with the constitutionally established procedure for the

expropriation of private property, which, at a minimutn, shall require that reasons for the

expropriation are given; that there is prompt payrnent of just compensation; that the

cornmunity is able to challenge the Governmentis decision to expropriate the cotnntunitY

tbrest, or part thereof, or the compensation otfered; and that when the Govertlment ceases

to use the conttnuniiy forest, oi decides not to use it for the purpose for rvhich the

c.nrmulit1, fbrest r..u, .rpropriated. rights over the cotttmunitl' forest sha11 be returned to

a



\E( I IO\ 9.1

D:sputcs bet$eett the Authorized Forest community and the FDA over this CFMA, rvhich

'annot 
be resolVed. shall be rnediate<l by a qualifieci individual agreeable to both parties. Both

par-ties ha,e the right to retain legal counsel tliroughout this process.

SECTION 9.2

Wl"rere rlediation fails to resolve the dispute, the parties shall submit to arbitration, urder the
procedut'es established in the Arbitration Laws o1'Liberia, as fbuncl in Chaltter 64 of the Cii,il
Procedure I-aw' tloth parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughoutihis process.

SECTION 9.3

Alternativeiy. tire Authorized Forest Community or FDA may fbrego arbitrertion in livor of
review by a courl ol competeut.juriscliction.

iN WIT'NESS WHEI{EOF. WE HAVE HI]RI]UNTO AFFIXED OI]R SIGNAT'IJRES ON
TI{E DAY AND DATE FIRST N{ENTIONED ABOVF,

a For': The Forestry l)evelopntent Authority

By
WITNESS Darlington S ben

For: The cHEEGtsAIIN #2 ALITHORIZED FOREST COMMLINtTy

By:
WITNESS

.]Dii- !!- ::: 'a: : i-i :

' ,i !i1t!5i

l\lanaging Director
Forestrv Development Authority

hief Officer
GHEEGBARN #2 CFMBo

Approvecl:
.' t')

Chairperson, Board of Directors
Forestry Development Authority


