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THIS COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGI,MENT AGREEMENT is made and entered into

this {t_'day of January AD 2018, by and between the Government of Liberia, acting

tlu'ough the Forestry Development Authority, hereinatler referred to as the FDA, represented

by its Managing Director Hon. Darlington S, Tuagben , and the People of PUTU Community
Forest located in Putu District, Grand Gedeh County, represented by their Community Forest

Management Body by and thru its Chief Officerilly;.7414ga3ti:84llietlfor the Management of
PIITU COMN{UNITY FOREST; herebY

WI IITH

WHEREAS, the Irorestry Development Authority (FDA) is the government agency with legal

juriscliction over fbrestry matters, and the lead agency for cornmunity forestry in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the People of PIIftl Clomrnunity Forest, in accordance with the Cornrnunity

Rights Law of 2009 with Ilespect to Forest Lands (CRL) and the Aniended Regulation to the

Comprunity Rights [,aiv of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (Arnended CRL Regulation),

appliecl to the FDA for Authorized Forest Community status, to enable them manage and/or

utilize their Community F'orest resources;

WHEREAS, the Ff)A, in accordance with its statutorily established authority to grant

Authorized Forest Clommunity status, and issue and sign Community Forest Management

Agreernent (CFMA). has verified that PII'IU has satisfied all teohnical and legal requirertrents

to be granted Authorized C-ltttnmunit,v Forest status;

\\'HEREAS. the PL'TU Comnrunity Forest Management Body (CFMB) represents the

.{utholzed Forest Conununitf in all matters related to community forestry resources, and has

been sranred the 1egal autholitl' b1' the People of PII tIJ to etrter into this CFMA, as established

b], Section -1.2 ic) of the C.Rl-:

WHEI{EAS, the People of PI-,TIJ, represented by PU'[U CFMB, and the FDA are willing to be

bound by the terms set out in this CFMA;

Now, THEITEFORE. the FDA and tire PUTU CFMB agree as follows

ABIICLE 1: PURPOSE
SECTION 1.1

The PUTU CFMB anci the FDA enter into this Community Forestry Management Agreement irl

order to:

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities of the I'UTII Authorized Forest Communitl' to

own, use and sustainably manage its l'orest resources, and to promote biodiversity for the 
.

direct benefit of the comrnunity, ecosystems, the nation, and the enviromretlt. as

established in the CRL and Arnended CRt. Regulation;

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the FDA, as the agency with regulato:r

authority over community forestry programs, as established in the CRL and its Anrended

CRL Regulation;

(c) Pursue activities that r.vill contribute to the improvetnent of the livelihoods of the

members of the PUTII Authorized Forest Community, through the management and

use of forest resources. rvhich ma1,- include infbrrned conseryation practices and oi
sustainable han.estins of tinrt-.er zrnd non-timber forest products O.lTFPs) for comtnercial
purposes:
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1e) \l'ork in close collaboration with national and international organizations to promote and

strengthen community forestry, by building the capacity of the PUTU Authorized Forest

Community.

SECTION 1.2

The irnplementation of this CF'lv'lA shall be guided hv the following principles:

(a) Community forest resources shall be used for the benefit of tnembers of the Authorized

Forest Community, and may include the pursuartce of conservation and/or sustainable

harvesting of tirnber and NTITPs for comrttercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Authorized Forest Communitv tiom altering how it chooses to manage its

fbrest resources, but all legal requirements rlust t-rrst be met before any such change is
irnplemented;

(b) Community Irorest resources shall be managed and used in a r.vay that tneets the needs of
the present community members without cornproniising the abiiit,v of future generations

to meet their own treeds;

(c) A11 rnembers and groups in the Authorized Forest Cotnmunity, irresltective of age,

gender, religion or ethnicity, sl-rall be able to participate in the management and use of
Comrnunity fiorest resources ;

(d) Al1 decisions and actions relating to the r])anagernent of Cotnmunity F'orest resources

shall be explained and carried out u'ith openness, and in a way that all metnbers of the

.{uthorizc'd Forest Community will understand:

(e r .{nr .lecision. actir,,ity or agreernent affecting t}re status or use of Community Forest

resrrur.es sha11 not proceed without the flee. prior and informed consetrt of the

Ar.rtl:orizeJ FLrrest Community;

(f) The rights of members of the Authorized Forest Community to the pursuance of activities
necessary for subsistence, medicinal and cultural purposes, and to vital ecosystem

services more generalll,, shall not be permanently alienated.

C'.\L DESCRIPl'ION RIST

The PUT[- Conrmunirr.F.,rest i.r-.undaries are as fitllou,s:

The PUTU Community forest lies within latitude (571123-641 101) north of equator Longitr.r'Ce

(571723-612764) west of the Greenu.ich rneridian and is located in Putu district, Grand Ge,Jeh

County.

Commencingal a p.oint r59-r-r-::-5i51.)51) on the surface of the earth; a line tuns S';:.r - - -;
meters to a point (59-15-- tiiiirl6t:thence a line runs S76oW for 5,311 mere:s:-- i: ".'
(592049 - 613345): tirence : 1i::e runs NT.W for 20,439 meters to a point (5;16-<-i-:.-:
thence a line runs \1-1'E ,,:: *.i.il-l meters to a point(573690 - 623208); thence a line:*::. I -.
East for 7 .242 nererS t,-, -r p..li r i 80977 - 623208); thence a line runs S3oW fbr l.ll6 :rti:.:i .

a point (580921 - 5lrt5-S : thence a line runs S85"E for 1,770 meters to a point t58lj-: -

620324); thence a line i-"ns \lLl'E tor 11,909 meters to a point (586709 - 63143fi; thence a lttie

runs N54oE tbr 1.{-18 :n.:.ls io a point (5t17881 - 632271); thence a line runs N47oE for 12. 551

nreters to a point r5a-r-l - 6+0819): thence a line runs S31oE for 11,265 rneters to a point
(602901 - 631ll8i. ihe:;: : iine runs S34"W for 5,472 meters to a point (600000 - 626791):
thence a line runs D'-re \-:::r i,-lJ ineters to a point ((100000 - 632503); thence a line runs Due
\\ est 1or 8.0J1 rne:er: .,-' r r'., 1i ,591111 - 632503)l thence a line runs S1"[r fbr 2,575 meters to
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ARTICI,E 3: GENERAL RIGHTS AND OBI,IGATIONS

SE(]'TION 3.I
In keeping with its statutol'\, responsibilitl, to regulate, proteot, manage ancl develop forest
resources, so as to sustain and optimize the potential yield of their economic, social and
envirorunental benefits. the FDA shall:

(a) Directly support the PUTU Authorized Forest Community take stoqk of and document
forest resources within the area of forest resources designated as a Community Forest, to
include, where appropriate, an inventory of all merchantable timber and commercially
viable NTFPs, as well as locally resident protected and endangered species and their
habitat;

(b) Communicate to the CFMB minimum standards for the development, review and
approval of Community Forest Management Plans, to be reviewed every five (5) years;

(c) Provide guidance to the CFMB on zoning the Community Forest, as well as the limits of
the scope and scale of consewation and/or commercial exploitation within these zones,
based upon the data collected about the forest resources within the Community Forest;

(d) Suggest amendments and/or alternatives, in pursuance of the same stated goals of the
Authorized Forest Community, if it is determined that the Community Forest would not
be able to sustain an activity proposed in the Community Forest Management Plan
(CFMP);
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(t) Monitor and evaluate the CFMP in order to ensure that all legal and technical stanrlari1s
are satisfied; and

(g) Facilitate the resolution of conflicts upon request by the Authorized Forest Community.

SECTION 3.2

The PUTU CFMB shall

(a) Ensure that Cotnmunity Forest resources are managed in an environrnentally sustainable
firarmer, and maintain the forest as an ecosvstern:

(b) With the involvement of communitv members, and the approval of the Executive
Cornmittee of the Cornmunity Assembl)', preltare ancl implement community forestry
rules/guidelines;

(c) With the involvernettt of corrununitv members, and under the guidance of the Executive
Committee of the Communitl,Assernbll'. develop CFMps;

(d) Operate in accordatrce u,ith the ternrs and conditions of this CFMA, comrnunity forestry
rules/guidelines, the CFlvlP. anLl all other relevant legislation and regulations;

(e) With the guidance of the FD.\. oversee and monitor implernentation of the CFMp to
ensure contpliance ri ith all relevant legai and teclmical requirements;

(t) Conduct a\\arenes-q rarsing actiritres in order to inform all Authorizecl Forest Communitv
nrembers about the con.rnrunitr torestr) progrant;

(g) Represent the cotnt-nr.uritv in all nratters related ti) cornmunity forestry in negotiations
u'ith the FDA. and u ith thiLd-pafties rvlio have interests in conservation or harvesting
timber and,,'or \l'FPs for cornmercral purposes; and

(h) When made au'are of anv forestrl' off'ences within the Community Forest, imrnediately
inform the nearest FDA Ofhce and, if possible, halt any ongoing illegal activities.

CLE 4 TCE
Y P

SECTION 4.I

All activities of the PUT[] Community Forest shall conlorm to both the CFMA and CFMp.

SECTION 4.2

Ii'it is determined that rttetubers of the PUTU lrorest Comrnunity have f'aile6 or are failing to
comply with the CIFMA and CFMP, the IrDA shall imrnediately provide written notice to the
PUTU Forest Clorntuunity, through the CFMB, of the violation, together with instructions as to
how the violation may l e remeclied, Any such written notice shall include warning of the
sanctions that may be applied in the absence of remedial action being taken by the pIITU
Forest Community.

SECTION 4.3

Indrvidual members of the Forest Community rvho violate the terms of this CFMA ancl/or CFMp
ttlar be firled b1' the CF\lR ancl or referrecl to the appropriate authority tbr criminal prosecution,
:tq nPf Ser-finn I R ^lf1r> \,.'-- l- lr-DT 1).-.-,,1.-+:---
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SECTION 4.5

r-. such satrctions shall be consistent with the due process of law, as ensluined in the
, .nstitution and statutes of Liberia. In keeping with Section 1.9 of the Amended CRL
Reuulation, a pel'son or community subjected to sanctions may challenge the decision of the
FDA or CIFMB in a court of competent.jurisdiction.

5: AL MANAG

SIICTION 5.1

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest resources are managed.
The Authorized Forest Community's decision as to how it manages its forest resources is
represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable
framework.

SECTION 5.2

l'he Authorized Forest Community has the right to alter its CFMP. However, all such alterations
shall be made using the procedures here established, and in confonnity with all other established
legal and technical requirenrents.

SECTION 5,3

If the Authorized Forest ( otnrnunity' decides to substantively alter the previously approved
CFMP, a new plan shall be subntitted to. and approved by, the FDA. A substantive alteration
includes, but is not lirnired to:

(a) Changes to the \\'i1\' an area of torest resources within the Clornmunity Forest, which has
already been zoned under the ClFlv,lP. is to be used;

(b) Changes to the size of a zotted aretr of forest resources within the Community Forest;

(c) Any expansiott of contmercial or agricultural activities, not alreacly envisaged under the
CFMP;

(d) Any expansion of conservation activities where it unduly restricts members of the
Authorized Forest Community from using their forest resources in pursuance of
sustainable livelihoods.

SECTION 5.4

The following procedure shall be followed when amending the cFMp:

(a) The Community Assembly shall vote on whether or not it wants to consider amending the
CFMP. A simple majority vote of the Community Assembly shall be required to initiate
the process;

(b) Following an affirmative vote, members of the Community Assembly shall thoroughly
discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the proposed amendment/s, with their
respective constituents;

(c) The CFMB shall provide written notice to all towns and villages within the Authorized
Forest Community about the proposed amendmentls, at least thirty (30) days prior to the

t
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(d) At the Community Assernbly meeting the members shall vote to accept or rejecr the
proposed atnetrdment to the CFMP. A two-thircls (213) rnajority vote of Lhe Clonrniunin,
Assembly is required before the CFMp can be arnended;

(e) Following an afflrnrative vote, the CFMB shall provide the FDA with written lotice of its
decisiorl to antend the CFMP, after rvhich the two parties shall work together to develop a
new CFMP; and

(f) Once the FDA verifles that the arnended CFMP meets all legal and technical
requirements, it shall approve the nerv CFMp.

6: OB OF AND
REGARD TO COMMERC]IAL HARVESTIN G OF TIMBEIT AND NON-TIMBER

FOREST PRODUCTS

SECTION 6.1

As an Authorized Forest Community, the PUTU Community Forest has the right to engage in
the harvesting of timber and/or non-timber forest products (NTFPs) for commercial purposes,
under regulations and guidelines issued by the FDA.

SECTION 6.2

Before any commercial harvesting can take place, the Authorized Forest Community must have
met all preliminary requirements, as per the CRL and all other relevant laws and regulations.
This requires that the community has organized its Community Assembly (Section 6.a(a) of the
CRt-); the Community Assembly has appointed the Community Forest Management Body
(Section 6.4(b) of the CRf); the Community Forest Management Body has developed a
Community Forest Management Plan that includes the envisaged commercial activities (Siction
6.a@) of the CRf); the Community Forest Management Plan has been approved by the
Executive Committee, the Community Assembly and the FDA (Section 6.4 (d) of the CRL); and
the Community Forest Management Plan is being implemented (Section 6.a(e)) of the CRL.

I SECTION 6.3

In keeping with the 2006 National Forestry Reform Law (NFRL), the Ten Core Ilegulations and
all other relevant la'uvs and regulations governing Liberia's forest sector, no commercial
harvesting of timber and Nl'FPs shall occllr in a Clornmunity Forest without the Authorized
Forest Cornmunity having first rnet the following requirements:

(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFPs must have been independently
confirmed by the FDA, in keeping with its statutory responsibility to ensure that areas of
forest resources are suitable fbr the planned commercial harvesting, as per Section 4.5 of
the NFRL, and Section 2.2 (g and Chapter 5 of the CRL; and

(b) The Authorized Forest Community must have conducted an Environmental Impact
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in keeping with Section 1i,5 of the NFRL, and Sections 1 tluough 35 of FDA Regulation 10g-
07' the Chainof Custody Systertt shall apply to the irarvesting of tlmber for cgmmer".iul trrrrpor.,
b1,, the Authorized Forest Contnrunity.

SEC'TION 6.6

As established by Section I 1.6 of the Amencled CI{L Regulation, Authorized Forest
Commurtities that harvest timber proclucts for commercial purposJs shall pay stumpage f-ees in
accordance with Regulation I 07-07.

SECTION 6.7

Authorized Forest Clornmunities shall pay all relevant forest product fees, as established i,
Regulation 107-07, as r'vell as all taxes and/or f'ees lbr the harvesting of NTFps for commercial
pulposes, as determined by the t.iberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the FDA.

t

SECTION 6.8

T'he FDA shall monitor the harvesting of tirnber and/or NTFPs fbr cornrnercial purposes tcr
ensure that all envirotrmetttal stattdards are satisfled, and that the I-iberia Code of'Harvesting
Practices is adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMp, as established
in Article 4 of this CIrN'{A, the I]DA may impose penalties on Authorizecl Forest Communit.
nlembers under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental Protection Agenc,.
Act.

ARTICL.E 7: NG-HT$ AND ORLIGATI9NS oE THE crMB ANp FpA wrrr{
REGARD TO COMMERCIAL ARRAILGEMI'NTS WITTI'IHIRD-PARTIES

SECTION 7.1

The CFMB, as the representative of the Authorized Forest Cornrnunity in cornner;.,.. .:.*::cr..
may negotiate commercial agreements with third-parties, in conforniitl'ri.ith er:s::::: .::a, and
techlical standards.

SECTION 7.2

Before a colnmercial agreement between an Authorized Forest C\n:rr:lii\ ani a third-part\ can
be signed, the FDA shall first review and approve it. as per Secric,n .i,, -< ci tire .{nrended CRL
Regulation.

SEC]TION 7.3



ON

a SECTION 8.1

This CFMA shali take eflect upon signing by,the CFI\,{B and the FDA and shall be valicl lor aperiod of not ntore than 1 5 1'ears. one 1'eai prior to the expiration of this CF'MA, the CFMB shall
ybn!1a rvritten request to the FDA to rene\\'the CFi\4A ii',, u, aciditional fifteen (15) year terrn.
The CFMA can be rene$'ed as nlanv times as the Authorized Forest Co-rr.rnity would like.

SECTION 8.2

The FDA shall review, determine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreementand, if appropriate, provide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amendedwithin fifteen (15) working days of the commercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA failsto review, officially approve and, if appropriate, prorii. advice on h"o* tn" frofor"d commercialagreement needs to be amended within fifteen (i5) working days of submiisil-n, tt. communitymay either provide the FDA with more time to lo*pr*t" trr? review of the proposed commercialagreement, or it may consider the requirement ibr review and approval of the proposedcommercial agreement satisfi ed.

GAR

Appro"'al to a request to rene\\ the cFI\'IA shall be granted only once the FDA has verified that
the Authorized Forest c-ommuttitv is in compliance with all legal anrJ technical requirements.
Where the FDA detel'ttlitres that the Authorized Forest Community is rot in compliance, it shallitlform the Authorized Forest comrnunity in writing of the reasons. only once the Authorized
F'orest Cornmunity has addressecl these issues shall the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA.

I
The FDA shall approve the request for renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration
date of the CFMA. If the FDA does not provide a response to the request io ,rn.* the CFMA at
least 60 days prior to its expiration date, the CFMA rt utt b. renewed automatically for another
fifteen (15) year period.

SECTION 8.3

SECTION 8.4

The CFMA may be terminated prior to the expiration date based on one or more conditions as
follows:

(a) Written agreement between the CFMB, at least two-thircls of the Community Assembly
members, and the FDA;

(b) The Government of Liberia decides to exercise its power of eminent domain over a
community forest, or a part thereof. Where the Government of Liberia makes such a
decision, it shall comply with the constitutionally established procedure for the
expropriation of private property, which, at a minimum, shall require ihut r"urors fbr the
expropriation are given; that there is prompt payment of just compensation; that the
community is able to challenge the Govemmint;s decision to expropriate the community
forest, or part thereof, or the compensation offered; and that when thi Government ceases

SECTION 7.4



to use the cotllurllnitY tbrest, or decicles not to use it for the purpose lor rvhich thecorttrrr-init1' lbrest was expropriated. rights over the community forest shall be returned toulc colnlnultrt\.

ARTICLE 9: DISPUTE LUTI NANDA CA ON

\-

Disputes between the Authorized Forest Community and the FDA over this CFMA, whichcannot be resolved, shall be mediated by a qualified individual agreeable to both parties. Both
parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process.

SECTION 9.2

Where mediation fhils to resolve the clispute, the parlies shall submit to arbitration, under theprocedures established in tl-re Arbitration L,aws ol Liberia, as founcl in Chapter 64 <tf the Civil
Procedure Law. Both parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process.

SECTION 9.3

Aiternatively, the Authorizecl Forest Comnrunity or FDA rnay foregg arbitration in favor of
review by a court of conrpetent jurisdiction.

IN WI]'NESS WHEREOF. WE FIAVE HERELN'TO AFITIXED OT-IR SIGNA] L]I{ES ON
THI, DAY ANID DATE FIRST MENTIONED ABOVE

For: The Forestry Development Authority

Ilv:
WITNESS Darlington S Tuagben

Managing Director
Forestry Development Authority

FoT: The PUTU AUTHORIZED FOREST COMMLINITY

SECTION 9.1

By:
S

€E
Chai n, Board of Directors

Approved

Forestry Development Authority

Ch Officer PUTU CFMB
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