
THIS CONXMUNITY FOIiE,ST MANAGLIMIiNTACitEltllvlEliT is n'racle arici entereci it.tto

ttiis t-3U clay of Novenrber AD 2017. by ancl LretweerL the Government of l,iberia. actillg

through the Foiestry f)evelopment Authority. l-rerernal't,-'r' relert'ecl to as the IiDA, representecl

b.v rts l\4anaging Direotor Hon. Darlington S. Tuagbcr.t , and the People of SEtrI(ON
PEI,LOKON Cornmunity Forest located in Sinoe Countl, , represent"Lby their Comnrunity
Forest Marr:rgernent Bocly by ancl thru its Chiel'Ol'l1:er l**Ur-itlP*ltU/595,tn".
Marragerlenr nf Sf,nKON PtrLLOKON, COMMUNI'I'\ liORll,rl'l helcb'y t-'// " ': t ('t t'l'/

WITNESSETFI

ARTICL PU

SECTION 1.1

The sIiEKoN ptrLLOI(ON, CFMB ancl the FDA crrter ir-rto this community F'orestry

Management Agreement in order to:

(a) Reiterare the rights and responsibilities of the s0E,I(ON PELLOKON, Ar"rthorized

Forest Colrmunity to own. use and sustainabll' tnaniige its forest resoltrces" and to

promote biodiversity for the direct benefit o1'the crrtturtlit-iity. ecosystems. the nation' and

the euviroument, as established inthe CRL ancl Allrt-udecl Ct(L Reguiationl

(b) Reiterate the roles ancl responsibilities of tire I:l)r\, as the agency with regulatori'

arrthority over community fbrestry programs, as eslabhshed ir-r the CRI' and its Amended

CRL Regulation;

WHEREAS, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is tire government agency with legal

juriscliction over forestry matters. and the lead agency for comtlnnitr, forestry in Liberia;

IYHEREAS, the People 6f SEEI(ON PELLOKON" in ,.ici:orclance with the Comnrunitl' Rights

Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (CRL) and tire Amendecl Regr"rlation to the

Cor"r-rmunity Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Foresr Lands (.'\nrendecl CRL Regulation).

applied to the FDA fbr Authorized Forest Cornntunity stirtus. 1o etlable them manage and/or

utilize their Commr,utity Forest resources;

WI{EREAS, the FDA, in accordance with its statlrloriLy estirblished authority to grant

Ar-rthorized Forest Community status, and issue ancl sign Comrnunit)'Fot'est Managenlent

Agreerlent (CFMA), has verifled that SEEKON PEL,LOKON, hrrs satisflecl a1l technical and

legal requirements to be graLited Authorized Comtnunit)r lror'est stattis;

WI{EREAS. the SEEKON PtrI,LOKON Cornmunitl, Forest lr4anngement Body (CFMB)

represents the Authorized Forest Community in all miuters relatecl to community fbrestry

,.ro.rr..r, and has been granted the legal authority by the People ol SEEI(ON PFI'LLOKON' to

enter into this CFMA, as establisl-red by Section 4.2 (c) oi'the CI{L,;

WHEREAS" tire People of SE,EI(ON PELLOI(ON, rel)rcsenled l,r' SEIEKON PELI-'OKON,

CFMB, a1d the FDA are willing to be bour-rcl by the terms :jct c)ut in rhis CFMA;

Norv,'fHEREFORE. the FDA and the SEEKON PELLOi(ON, CIrMB agree as fbllows:



o

td) Promote pubiic a\\'aI'eness of the econornic, environmental, cultural and recreational
:iI:: of cornnr-rnitl' Foresrl'\'. as pursued by the sEEKoN/pEtL,oKoN, Authorizedlorest L'onurrunitr : .rnd

(e) Work in close coilaboration with national and international organizations to promote a,d
strengthen com:nunjtv forestry, by building the capacity of the SEEKON/I,ELL0K0I{,
Authorized Forest ( r)nununity.

SECTION 1.2

The implemenrarion of this cF\,IA shall be guided by the following prineiples:

(a) Communitr ibrest resources shall be used fbr the benefit of members of the Authorized
Forest Conlnt'rrii-r. and rlaf include the pursuance of conservation and/or sustainable
harvestit]g c'i ti:lll'er and NT'FPs for comrnercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the -{it:hol'ized Forest Community fiom altering how it choo*ses to rnanage its
forest resourci-i. i'ui all legal requirements must first be rnet before any such change is
inrplente:rec.

(b') Commuliii\ F\lre-sI resources shall be rnanaged and used in a way that meets the needs of
the preseni crrllllllunit\ mentbers without cornpromising the abiiity of future ge,erations
ir-r iIlift theit' t]uil needS:

(c) A11 members and qroups in tlte Authorized Forest Community, irrespective of age,
gender, religion or ethnicity, shall be able to participate in the management and use of
Community Forest resources;

(d) All decisions and actions relating to the marlagement of Community Forest resources
shall be explained and carried out with operuless, and in a way that all members of the
Authorized Forest Community will understand;

(e) Any decision, activity or agreement aff'ecting the status or use of Community Forest
resources shall not proceed without the free, prior and infornted consent of the
Authorized Forest Community;

(f) The rights of rnembers of the Authorized Forest Community to the pursuance of activities
necessary for subsistence, medicinal ancl cultural purposes, and to vital ecosystem
services more generally, shall not be permanently alienated,

o

ARTICLE, 2: TECHNNICAI, DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNTTY FOREST LANDS

The SEEKON/PELLOKON, community Forest boundaries are as follows

SEEKON/PELLOKON community Forest Metes and Irountrs

The Pellokan Community Forest lies within Latitude 537940 634078" North of the Equator ancl
Longitude 537940 620955 West of the Greenwich Meridian and it is located Seekon District,
Sinoe County, Liberia/West Afi.ica.

Comtnettcing at a point (29N 543050 621154) on the Sehnkwehn River; thence a line runs
Northward along said river for 7,500 rneters'to the conf'erelce of the Butudi Creek; thence a line



-'- -. . . ,:,;t.:.t, rile Butudl Creek ior 19,900 rnerers to a point (51-i6gi 6il9g5t: rhence a

:' ":c:tlt I-i16687 625836); thence a line runs S ot" w fbr 3,862 meters to a point (543348

:;:::ri,rl.j.,-."tinerunss l0owfor.2,253neterstoapoint(542992621857); rrrencearineruns 5 il'E tor 127 meters to the point of commenoement, embracing a total area of 6,204hectares,,' 15,331 acres of Forestland and NO MORE.
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SECTION 3.I

In keeping with its statutory responsibiiity to regtilate, protect, manage and clevelop forest
resources, so as to_ sustain and optimize the potential yielcl of their economic, soiial and
environmental benefits, the FDA shall:

(a) Directly support the SEEKOI'{/PELLOKON, Authorized Forest Community take stock
of and document forest resources within the area of forest resources ciesignated as a
Community Forest, to include, where appropriate, ar1 inventory of all merchantable
timber and commercially viable NTFPs, as well as locally iesident protected and
endangered species and their habitat;

(b) Communicate to the CFMB minimum standards for the clevelopment, review and
approval of Comntunity Forest Management Plans, to be reviewed every five (5) years;

(c) Provide guidance to the CFMB on zoning the Community Forest, as well as the limits of
the scope and scale of conservation andiol commercial exploitation within these zones,
based upon the data collected about the forest resources within the Comrnunity Forest;

(d) Strooeqt ,rlrrpn.lrmenfc qtrrlln. ol+^*--+i-,^- :*, -,--^-,^.^.-^ ^r ar^ r 1 .,r

)
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(f) Monitor ancl evaluate the CFMP iu order to ensure that all legai and technical standardsare satisfied; and

(g) Facilitate the resolution of conflicts upon request by the Authorized Forest community

SECTION 3.2

The SEEKON/PELLOKON, CFMB shall

(a) Erlsure that cornrnunity Forest resources are managed in an envirorunentally sustainablernanner, and niaintain the fbrest as an ecosystem;

(b) with the involvement of community members, and the approval of the Executivecommittee of the community Assembly. pr.pu.. and implement comrnulity forestryrules/guidelines;

(c) with the involvemetrt of community rrembers, and under the guiclance of the Executivecommittee of the cor,rnunity Assembly, develop cFMps;

(d) operate in accorclance with the terms and conditions of this CFMA, community forestry
rules/guidelines, the CFMP, and all other relevant legislation and regulations;

(e) With the guidance of the FDA, ovelsee and monitor implementation of the cFMp to
ensure cornpliance with all relevant legal and technical requirements;

(f) Conduct awareness raising activities,in order to inform all Authorized Forest Cornntunity
members about the community forestry program;

(g) Represent the cornmunity in all matters reiatecl to oommunity fbrestry in negotiations
with the FDA, and with third-parties who have interests in conservation or harvesting
timber and/or NTFPs for cornmercial purposes; and

(h) When made aware of any forestry offences within the Community Forest, irnmecliately
inform the nearest FDA Olfice and, if possible, halt any ongoing illegal activities.

SECTION 4.I

A11 activities of the SEEKON/PEI.,LOKON, Cornmunity Forest shall conftrrm to both the
CFMA and CFMP.

SECTION 4.2

If it is determinecl that members of the SEEKON/PELI,OKON, Forest Community have failed
or are failing to comply with the CFMA ancl CFMP, the FDA shall imrnediately provide written
notice to the SEEKON/PELI,OKON, Forest Community, through the CFMB, of tn. violation,
together with instructions as to how the violation nlay be rernediea. Any such written notice shall
inclrrdc rrrqrnino ^f tl"o <.a'.^+i.,-^ +L^+ *.--, L-. ^-^-^l: ^ J i,- rr- - r . r. r ,.

€IICLE 4: C9M.?IANCE WIJH COMMUNITY FORE,ST MANAGEMENT
AG.REEMENT AND coMMuNtrv rg.BrSiriV@
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Indrr idual members of the Forest comrnunity who violate the tenns of this CF,MA and/'r cFMptnay be fined by the cFMB and/or ,.f.r*d to. the .pp,rrpri",. authority for criminal prosecution,as per Section 1.8 of the Amencled CRL Regulation.

Individual members of the SEEKON/PF,LLOKON, Forest community who violate theAmended cRL Regulation may also be s,bject to sanctioris by the FDA anithe criminal justicesystem, as per Section l.g of tlie Amencled inf nrgJ;rtr*

SECTION 4.4

SECTION 4.5

AL RA o F

SECTION 5.1

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest community has the right to alter its clrMp. However, all such alterationsshall be made using the proced.,.", 1r.." establishecl. and in confbrmity with all other establishedlegal and technical requirements.

SBCTION 5.3

(a) changes to the way an area of forest resources within the Community Forest, which has
already been zoned under the CFMp, is to be usecl;

(b) Changes to the size of a zonecl area of forest resources within the Community Forest;

(c) Any expansion ol commercial or agricultural activities, not already envisaged under the
CFMP;

All such sanctiotrs shall be consistent with the due process of law, as e,shrined in theconstitution and statutes of Liberia. .ln keepirg *ith' .seotion l.g of the Arnended cRLRegulation' a person or community subjectecl to lu,r.iiun, may cliallenge the decision of theFDA or CFMB in a court of comp"ient.jurisdiction.

GTY

The Authorizecl F.rest cornmunity shall freely cletermine how its fbrest resources are managed.The Authorized Forest community's clecision as to t n* it manages its forest resources is

ffiffireo| 
in the CFMP, which together with the []FMA establiihes a tegalty enfbrceabte

if the Authorized Fgre.lt.community decicles to substantively alter the previously approvecl
9FMP, a new plan sliall be submittecl to, and approved by, the FDA. A substantive alterationincludes, but is not lirnited to:

/d\ A-., ov*,,-.i^- ^f ^^--^^,---,'



('a) The comrnunity Assembly shall vote on whether or not it wants to consider amending theCFMP' A simple maiority vote of the community Assembly shall be required to initiate
the process;

(b) Following an affirmative vote, tnembers of the Cornrnunity Assernbly shall thoroughly
discuss the issue of altering the GFMP, and the proposed amendment/s, with their
respective constituents;

(c) The CFMB shall provide written uotice to all towns ancl villages within the Authorized
Forest Community about the proposecl amendment/s, at least tliirty (30) days prior to theCommunity Assernbly meeting at which the tinal vote on amending the CFMp is to be
taken;

(d) At the Cornmunity Assembly meeting the members shall vote to accept or reiect theproposed amendment to the CFMP. A two-third,s (213) majority vote of ihe Community
Assembly is required before the CFMp can be u*"rrd.d;

(e) Foiiowing an affirrnative vote, the CFMB shall provide the FDA with written notice of its
decision to amend the CFMP, after which the two parties shall work together to develop a
new CFMP; and

(f) Once the FDA verifies that the amenclecl CtrMP meets all legal and technical
requirements, it shall approve the neu,CFMP.

ART CLE 6: GHTS AND OBLI AT'IONS OF THE CFMB ITDA WITH
CO VE OF

FOR T PROD UCTS

SECTION{ 6.I

As an Authorized Forest Cornmunity, the SEEKON/PELLOKON, Community Forest has the
right to engage in the harvesting of timber and/or non-timber forest products (l{TFps) fbr
commercial purposes, under regulations and guiclelines issueri by the FDA.

SECTION 6.2

Befbre any commercial harvesting can take place, the Anthorized lrorest Cornmunity must have
rnet all preliminary requirements, as per the CRL and all other relevant laws and regulations.
This requires that the community has organized its Clomrnunity Assembly (Section 6"ala) of the
CRL); the Community Assembly has appointed the Community Forest Managernent Bocly
(Section 6.4(b) of the CRf), the Cornmunity Forest Management Bocly has developed a
Comrnunity Forest Managetnent Plan that inclucles the envisagecl commercial activities (Section
6.a(c) of the CRL); the Community Forest Management Plan has been approved by the
Executive Committee, the Cornmunity Assernbly and the FDA (Section 6.4 (d) of ttre CRLj; and
the Comniunity Forest Management Plan is being impleniented (Section 6.a@)) of the CRL.

SECTION 6.3

In keeping with the 2006 National Forestry Relbrrn Law (NFRL), the Ten Core Reguiations and
all Othgr relevant laws and reottlatiorrq <rnrrr.rrlinrr I'iheriq,'c fnract conrnr -,r ^^*.,-o-^i^l



(b) The Authorizeil Forest cornmunity rnust have conclucted an Envirorunental ImpactAssessment (EIA), as per section 24 (2) and Section 4l of Regulation 105-07.

ARTICLE 7t ATIONS OF THE CFMB

SECTION 6.4

once the FDA has verified that all technical and legal requirements for the harvesting of timberand/or NTFPs for commercial purposes have been ilet, it'shall issue a written notice to proceedto the Authorized Forest commtinity, through the chun" only once the Authorized Forestcomrnunity has received written notice to proceed fi'om the FDA shall the harvesting of timberand/or NTFPs for commercial purposes be permitted.

SECTION 6.5

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the NFRL, and Sections I through 35 of FDA Regulation l0g-07' the chain of custody Systern shall apply to the harvesting of timber for commercial purposesby the Authorized Forest Community.

SECTION 6.6

As established by Section 1 1.6 of the' Amencled CRL Regulation, Authorized Forestcornmunities that harvest timber products for commercial purposes shall pay sturnpage fees in
accordance with Regulation I 07-07.

SECTION 6.7

Authorized Forest Corntnunities shall pay all relevant forest product fbes, as established in
Regulation 107 -07 , as well as all taxes ancl/or tbes fbr the harve,sting of NTFps for commercial
purposes, as determined by the Liberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the FDA.

SECTION 6.8

The FDA shall monitor the harvestirtg of timber and/or NTFPs fbr conrmercial purposes to
ensure that all environmental standards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of Harvesting
Practices is adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, as established
in Article 4 of this CFMA, the FDA rnay impose penalties on Authorized Forest Community
members under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental Protection Agency
Act.

SECTION 7.I

RIGHTS AND OBI,IG
WI'I'H

AND FDA WITH
TO
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Betbre a cofttmercial agreement between an Authorized Forest community and a thircl-party carlbe signed, the FDA shall first review and approv. it, 
^ 

p., Section 10.5 of the Amended cRLRegulation.

If' following review, the FDA determines that the proposed commercial agreement does notconform to best industry practices, or cloes not offer fair market price for the community,s forestresources' the FDA shall advise the community on how the commercial agreement needs to beamended before it can be approved. The ciornmunity Forest Management Body and ExecutiveCommittee of the community Assembly shall hear ihe advice of tf,e FDA, zrnd attest that theyhave received and understood the aclvice provided.

SECTION 7.3

SECTION 7.4

GTH WAL

SECTION 8.1

This CFMA shall take effect upon signing by the CFMB and the pDA and shall be valid for a
period of not more than 15 years. One year prior to the expiration of this CFMA, the CFMII shall
lybmtt a written request to the FDA to renew the CFMA for an aclditional fifteen (15) year term.
The CFMA can be renewed as many tinies al the Authorized Forest Community would like.

SECTION 8.2

Approval to a request to renew the CFMA shall be grantecl only once the FDA has verifled that
the Authorized Forest Community is in cornpliance with all legal and teghnical requirements.
Where the FDA determines that the Authorized Forest Clommunity is not in cornpliance, it shall
inform the Authorized Forest Community in writing of the reasons. Only once the Authorized
Forest Corumunity has addressed these issues shall the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA.

SECTION 8.3

The FDA shall approve the request for renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration
date of the cFMA. If the FDA does not provide a response to the request to renew the cFMA at
least 60 days prior to its expiration date, the CFMA shall be renewecl automatically for another
fifteen (15) year period.

The FDA shall review, cleterrtrine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreernentand, if appropriate, provide advice on how the conimercial agreement needs to be amendedwithin fifteen (15) working days of the commercial agreement Ging subrlittecl. If the FDA failsto review, officially approve and, if appropriate, p.oriil. advice on lr"o* the profosed cornmercial
agreetnent needs to be atnetrded within fifteen (15) working days of submission, the community
may either provide the FDA with more time to compiete tn! review of the proposed cornmercial
agreement, or it tnay consider the requirement for review and approval' of the proposed
commercial agreement satisfled.

N
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(b) The Government of Liberia decides to exercise its power of eminent domai, over acomrnunity fbrest, or a part thereof. where the Govirnrnent of Liberia makes such adecision, it shall comply with the 
_ 
constitutionally established procedure for theexpropriation of private prope(y, which, at a minimum, shall require that reasons for theexpropriation are given; that there is prompt payment of just compensation; that thecommunity is able to challenge the Gove.runentis iecision to expropriate the communityforest, or paft thereof, or-the compensation offered; and that when the Govemment ceasesto use the community forest, oi clecicles not to use it fbr the purpose for which thecommunity fbrest was expropriatecl, rights over the co,rmunity forest shall be retumed tothe community.

Disputes betweetr the Authorized Forest community and the FDA over this CFMA, whichcannot be resolved, shall be mediated by a qualified individual agreeable to both parties. Bothparlies have the right to retain legal couniel thioughout this process.

SECTION 9.I

SECTION 9.2

where mediation tails to resolve the dispute, the parlies shall submit to arbitration, under theprocedures established in the Arbitration-Laws of Liberia, as found in Chapter 64 of the CivilProcedure Law' Both parties have the right to retain legal counsel tlir.oughout this process.

SECTION 9.3

Alternativeiy, the Authorized Forest Community or FDA rnay forego arbitration in favor of
review by a court of competent jurisdiction. ,
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For:

Approved

fhe Forestrv Development Authority

WITNESS ) 'lii
/'l

Darlington S ben
Director/Adm inistration
Developrnent Authority

By, [ ,. -.l, .i

Managjng

Forestry

For: The SEEK,N/,ELL.KONA,THOR,,ED 
F,REST coMMtjNITy

3) (,\r I) t\# By'a WITNESS

Chief Officer
SEEKON/PEtLOKO]\CFMB

-c:j7 --/ trChairpers on, Board of Directors
uthorityForestry Development A

t


