
J,r FOREST MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT iS MAdE ANd ENIETEd iNtO

':l) of \larch AD 2020, by and between the Government of Liberia, acting through

..-,: Forestrl Development Authority. hereinafter refer:red to as the FDA, represented by its
\tanaging Director Hon. C. Mike Doryen and the People of BLINLON Community Forest

located in Nimba County , represented by their
thru its Chief Officer Mr. Junior Jacobs fbr the

FOREST; hereby

Community Forest Management Body by and

Management of BLINLON, COMMUNITY

\\,IT\ESSETH

WHEREAS. the Forestry Development Ar.rthonn (FDA) is the government agency with legal

jurisdiction over forestry matters. and the lead aseno' lor community forestry in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the People of BLINLO\. in a.-c,-.:J.rn.e ri ith the Community Rights Law of 2009

with Respect to Forest Lands (CRL ) and the \rtended Regulation to the Community Rights Law

of 2009 with Respect to Foresr Lar.rds I \neniei CRL Reeulation), applied to the FDA for

Authorized Forest Communitr
Forest resources,

status. t,.r er::-- :.r;::r rtranase and/or utilize their Community

WHEREAS, the FDA, in accordance with its statutorily established authority to grant

Authorized Forest Community status- and issue and sign Community Forest Management

Agreement (CFMA), has verified that BLI\*I-O\. has satisfied all technical and legal

requirements to be granted Authorized Communitl Forest status;

WHEREAS, the BLINLON Communitl' Forest \la.nagement Body (CFMB) represents the

Authorized Forest Communitl in all matters related to community forestry resources, and has

been granted the legal authoril' bl' the People of BLNLOI{. to enter into this CFMA, as

established b1'Section {.2 (c) of the CRL:

WHEREAS. the People ot BLI\I-Of. repmr.:emed bi'BLNLON, CFMB, and the FDA are

willing to be bound b3 tlre tefins 5etq--r'(m in nhi; CF\L\:

No*., TffiREFORE- thd FD-q.*nJ:hB BL[\I-ON. CF-\[B agree as follows:

o .\RTIC LE 1: Fl. RL't r':

SEC"[IO\ 1 1

Tl:e BLI\[ { r\ - - -::l:llunitr Forestry Management
\ . -r.-- '--

- \:-v!--'-

-, l. '-- - BLI\LO\. -\uthorized ForestCommunity

- : .--3 ration. and the environment, as

- : - r i. :s the agency with regulatorY

r -: .:I ..'.'.1 in the CRL and its Amended

'- -rr"ir''l of the livelihoods of the
' .' " - ''' ' tltough the management and

"':- ronservation practices and/or

-:' r:-'lltcts (NTFPs) for commercial
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SECTION 1.2

The implementation of this CFMA shall be guided by the following principles:

(a) Community forest resources shall be used for the benefit of members of the Authorized
Forest Community, and may include the pursuance of conservation and/or sustainable

harvesting of timber and NTFPs for commercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Authorized Forest Community from altering how it chooses to manage its

forest resources, but all legal requirements must first be met before any such change is

implemented;

(b) Community Forest resources shall be managed and used in a way that meets the needs of
the present community members without compromising the ability of future generations

to meet their own needs;

(c) All members and groups in the Authorized Forest Community, irrespective of age,

gender, religion or ethnicitl'. shall be able to participate in the management and use of
Communitl Forest resources:

(d) All decisions and actions relating to the management of Community Forest resources

shall be explained and carried out with openness, and in a way that all members of the

Authorized Forest Community will understand;

(e) Any decision, activity or agreement affecting the status or use of Community Forest

resources shall not proceed without the free, prior and informed consent of the

Authorized Forest Community;

(f) The rights of members of the Authorized Forest Community to the pursuance of activities
necessary for subsistence, medicinal and cultural purposes, and to vital ecosystem

services more generally, shall not be permanently alienated.

ARTICLE 2: TECHNNICAL DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITY FOREST LANDS

The BLINLON, Community Forest boundaries are as follows:

BLINLON Communitr Forest Metes and Bounds:

BLINLON Communitr Forest lies within latitude (450471 728195) North of the equator and

longitude (480404 699686) west of the Greennich Meridian, in Yarwein Mehnsonnoh, Doedain

and Gbi -Doru Districts. Nimba and Rivercess counties.

Commencing at a point (489947 704868) on the surface of the earth; a line runs N 44'W for

12,231meters to a point (-+81491 713622): thence a line N 35o E for 16,576 meters to a point

(491050 726895). Thence a line runs S 88" E for 8,208 meters to a point (499211 726513);

thence a line runs S 3,+' E tbr 1,609 meters to a point (499951 725295); thence a line runs S 54o

E tbr 1,287 meters to a point (500986 7245811: thence a line runs S 47" Efor2,474 meters to a

point (502667 722993): thence a line runs S 12'E for 966 meters to a point (502807 7221,16);

thence a line runs S 55'E for 1,931 meters to apoint (504302721195); thence a line runs S 54o

E tbr 3,541 meters to a point (507011 7191'10); thence a line runs S 29o E fot 2,253 meters to a

point (508132 717226): thence a line runs Due south for meters to a point (508225

7 1 +890); thence a line runs S 26" W for 1.609 a point (507618 713536); thence a line

runs S 34o W fbr 2.897 meters to a 14 1 711208); thence a line runs S 13'W for 7081
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SECTION 3.1

(c) Provide guidance to the CFMB on zoning the Forest. as well as the limits ofthe scope and scale of conservati on and/or commercial exploi tation within these zones.based r,rpon the data collected about the fbrest resources within the Community Forest:

(e) Assist in building the capaci ty of ntembers of the Authorized

In keeping with its statutory responsibility to regulate, protect. manage and develop forestresources' so as to sustain and optimize the pof,ntial yi"ta or tn.i.1.oromic. social andenvironmental benefits, the FDA shall:

(a) Directly suppoft the BLINLON , Authorized Forest communitl, take stock of anddocumenr forest resources within the area of forest *r";l;;;;r,;:,.'J:: a communiryForest, to incrud,e: 
:r_L.]. appropriate,. ur. irrr.ni".r"", ail merchantabre timber and

;:rfr:,T'#L,I:o'' 
NrFps. as *elr as locailv..riJ.it protected and endangered species

(b) communicate to the CFNIB minirnum standards for the der.elopment, review andapproval of community Forest \lanasement Plans, to be revie'nr,ed e'ery five (5) years;

(d) Suggest anlendn.ients and/or alternatir es. in pursuance of the same stated goals of theAuthorized Forest Community. if it is determlned thatlne community Forest riouid notbe able to sustain an activity proposed in the communitv Forest Management plan(CFMP);

sustainably manage tl.ieir
Forest Community to

financial and technical
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The BLINLON, CFMB shall:

(a) Ensure that community Forest resources are managed in an environmentally sustainablemanner. and maintain the forest as an ecosystem;

(b) with the involvement of community members, and the approval of the Executir e

,tffi[l:ffi,::rtnt 
communitv Assemblv' p."pur. and implement community forest^

(c) with the involvement of community members, and under the guidance of the Executir.ecommittee of the community Assembly, i.r.ltp'crrurpq
(d) operate in accordance with the terms and conditions of this cFMA, community forestrrrules/guidelines, the CFMP, and all other relevr"ii.glr"ion and ,..grtutionJjrrtr 

rurtrsrr \

(e) with the guidance of the FDA, oversee and monitor implementation of the cFMp toensure compliance with arl relevant legar and t."r-,ni"uirequirements;

(f) conduct awareness raising activities in order to inform all Authorized Forest communit'members about the community forestry program; 
srr I ruL,urrzsLr r-urs

(g) Represent the community in all matters related to community forestry in negotiationswith the FDA' and with third-parlies who have interests in ctnservation or harvestingtimber and/or NTFps for commercial purpor.r; urJ 
---

(h) when made aware-1f 
.any forestry offences within the community Forest, immediatelyinfbrm the nearest Foa cjffic. uni, if possible, h;i;"ry ongoing illegal activities.

CO
F Y

SECTION 4.1

t*#l"n'es 
of the BLINLON, community Forest shail conform to both the GFMA and

SECTION 4.2

SECTION 4.3

If it is determined that members of the BLINLoN, Forest community have lailed or are failingto complv with the CFMA and CFMP. the FDA ,t utt i-*.diatery provide written notice to theBLINLoN Forest community, through the cFN{B. ortrr.-uiotrtion, together with instructions asto hou' the 
'iolation may be remedild. -A.n1 such written notice shall include waming of the

;:T:',%:#,11,fi?.1 
o' appried in the absence or rernedial action being ,"r., uv the BLTNL6N,

o

Irrdi'idual members of the Forest community who violate the terms of this CFIIA and,lorCF\IP may be fined b1 the GFMB and"'or refened to the appropriate authorit' lor criminalproseclrtion, as per Section 1.g of the Amended cRL Regutution.

L



SECTION 4.5

A11 such sanctions shall be consistent with the due process of law, as enshrined in the
Constitution and statutes of Liberia. In keeping with Section 1.9 of the Amended CRL
Regulation, a person or community subjected to sanctions may challenge the decision of the
FDA or CFMB in a court of competent jurisdiction.

ARTICLE 5: ALTERATION OF THE COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN

SECTION 5.1

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest resources are managed.
The Authorized Forest Community's decision as to how it manages its forest resources is
represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable
framework"

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Community has the right to alter its CFMP. However, all such alterations
shall be made using the procedures here established, and in conformity with all other established
legal and technical requirements.

SECTION 5.3

If the Authorized Forest Community decides to substantively alter the previously approved
CFMP, a new plan shall be submitted to, and approved by, the FDA. A substantive alteration
includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Changes to the way an area of forest resources within the Community Forest, which has

already been zoned under the CFMP, is to be used;

(b) Changes to the size of a zoned area of forest resources within the Community Forest;

(d) An1, expansion of conservation activities where it unduly restricts members of the
Authorized Forest Community from using their forest resources in pursuance of
sustainable livel ihoods.

SECTION 5.4

The following procedure shall be followed when amending the CFMP:

(a) The Communitl' Assembly shall vote on q,hether or not it wants to consider amending the
CFMP. A simple majority vote of the Community Assembly shall be required to initiate
the process:

(b) Following an atf-rrrnative vote, members of the Community Assembly shail thoroughly
discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the proposed amendment/s. with their

t*.

respective constituents ;

(c) Any expansion of commercial or agricultural activities, not already envisaged under the
CFMP;
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(d) At the Communit-r' Assembly meeting the members shall vote to accept or reject the
proposed amendment to the CFMP. A two-thirds (213) majority vote of the Community
Assemblf is required before the CFMP can be amended'

(e) Follo\4'ing an affirmative \-ote. the CFMB shall provide the FDA with written notice of its
decision to amend the CF\IP- after u-hich the two parties shall work together to develop a
neu CFMP: and

(f) Once the FDA verifies that the amended CFMP meets all legal and technical
requirements, it shall approve the nerv CFMP.

ARTICLE 6: RIGHTS AND OBLIG,{ TIO\S OF THE CFMB AND FDA WITH
REGARD TO COMMERCIAL HAR\-ESTING OF TIMBER AND NON-TIMBER
FOREST PRODUCTS

SECTION 6.1

As an Authorized Forest Community, the BLINLON, Community Forest has the right to engage
in the harvesting of timber andlor non-timber forest products Q.{TFPs) for commercial purposes,
under regulations and guidelines issued by the FDA.

SECTION 6.2

Before any commercial harvesting can take place, the Authorized Forest Community must have
met all preliminary requirements, as per the CRL and all other relevant laws and regulations.
This requires that the community has organized its Community Assembly (Section 6.a@) of the
CRt ); the Community Assembly has appointed the Community Forest Management Body
(Section 6.4(b) of the CRt-); the Community Forest Management Body has developed a
Community Forest Management Plan that includes the envisaged commercial activities (Section
6.a@) of the CRL); the Community Forest Management Plan has been approved by the
Executive Committee, the Community Assembly and the FDA (Section 6.4 (d) of the CRL); and
the Community Forest Management Plan is being implemented (Section 6.a(e)) of the CRL.

o SECTION 6.3

In keeping with the 2006 National Forestry Reform Law Q.{FRL), the Ten Core Regulations and
all other relevant laws and regulations governing Liberia's forest sector, no commercial
harvesting of timber and NTFPs shall occur in a Community Forest without the Authorized
Forest Community having first met the following requirements:

(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFPs must have been indepen::::.
conflrmed by the FDA, in keeping with its statutory responsibility'to ensure thr: :r:-:: i
forest resources are suitable fbr the planned commercial harvestin-s. as per S:;. - '
the NFRL, and Section 2.2 (g and Chapter 5 of the CRL; and

(b) The Authorized Forest Community must have conducted an Enr"iroruremnal [=trsm.
Assessment (EIA), as per Section 24 (2) and Section 41 of Regulation n05-r-t--

SECTION 6.4

Oncc. the FDA has verified that all technie .r1 .:r .. :-.
-r:rl or \TFPs fbr commercial purpose. 1-.,.. - -.,

. -,' \Lrthorizcd Foresl Cor-r-rr-n.i1r,.. . : : ' I

.: . . . : .,. l.c. t,i \ c.1 ri 1.:1.. .- .- - .



o

\EC TIO\ 6.6

1: established by Section 1 1.6 of the Amended CRL Regulation, Authorized Forest
Lr':trnr.u-iities that harvest timber products for commercial purposes shall pay stumpage fees in
iccrrrdance with Regulation 1 07 -07 .

SECTION 6.7

Authorized Forest Communities shall pay all relevant forest product fees, as established in
Regulation 107-07, as well as all taxes and/or fees for the harvesting of NTFPs for commercial
purposes, as determined by the Liberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the FDA.

SECTION 6.8

The FDA shall monitor the harvesting of timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes to
ensure that all environmental standards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of Harvesting
Practices is adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, as established
in Article 4 of this CFMA, the FDA may impose penalties on Authorized Forest Communin
members under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental Protecrion .\sencr'
Act.

: RIGHTS OF THE CF\IB .{\D
REGARD TO COMMERCIAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH THIRD.P {RTIES

SECTION 7.1

The CFMB, as the representative of the -{uth,-,lz:: - ,:.: _ ._.- -''.:-. .: t-.:.,irS.
may negotiate commercial agreements urth tit::-:,r ; j. - - - _ ,-__ :r_l
technical standards.

SECTION 7.2

Before a cofilmercial agreement bet$reen an -{rms"'ru1a*i Fcureg CiIn}'!trI|EImry mri e ffifud-paq- can
be signed. the FDA shall first rerien anJ, apnpnc'',e :: s$ rm Scqnium : ri "f me -{mended CRL
Regulation.

SECTIO\'..1

It-. tbllouing reriern- SE :D"!i ,jegmmcs fiEmr ffiE pilt',-r6ffi{t {Mnrmnmw;rurl agreement does not
conibrnn to trax NusEry Frgrirs ;r anes ucf,,,iffin fumr '"rq prn{np i:r:!e cornmrrnity's forest
reSt,Lri]e5_ iiB FD,3" San[ .Uf-lge Itrs mmmmlrmmry, 0m, t[mffi 1fu &onrrnrnm :rr ;feement needS tO be
:l:e=iE, -::e:: Jrtr :rr.urEFtr.=

The C.,reu:mmry Frrmsffi m0tilmrySlmrxm msr@ d rruammrrimm Ounmmme of the Community
Ass€mhB {tuniii foEM'dur ndm,BEE xld ilM Fmq- rmd mm !ilirlffi fur Mc nmr,rj en j understood the
afi]&r proa,ir"inf"

o
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SECTION 7.4

The FDA shall review, determine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreement
and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amended
within fifteen (15) working days of the commercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA fails
to review, officially approve and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the proposed commercial
agreement needs to be amended within fifteen (15) working days of submission, the community
may either provide the FDA with more time to complete the review of the proposed commercial
agreement, or it may consider the requirement for review and approval of the proposed
commercial agreement satisfied.

ARTICLE 8: EFFECTIVITY, LENGTH, RENEWAL AND TERMINATION

SECTION 8.1

This CFMA shall take effect upon signing by the CFMB and the FDA and shall be valid for a

period of not more than 15 years. One year prior to the expiration of this CFMA, the CFMB shall
submit a written request to the FDA to renew the CFMA for an additional fifteen (15) year term.
The CFMA can be renewed as many times as the Authorized Forest Community would like.

SECTION 8.2

Approval to a request to renew the CFMA shall be granted only once the FDA has verified that
the Authorized Forest Community is in compliance with all legal and technical requirements.
Where the FDA determines that the Authorized Forest Community is not in compliance, it shall
inform the Authorized Forest Community in writing of the reasons. Only once the Authorized
Forest Community has addressed these issues shall the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA.

SECTION 8.3

The FDA shall approve the request for renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration
date of the CFMA. If the FDA does not provide a response to the request to renew the CFMA at
least 60 days prior to its expiration date, the CFMA shall be renewed automatically for another
fifteen (15) year period.

SECTION 8.4

The CFMA may be terminated prior to the expiration date based on one or more conditions as

follows:

(a) Written agreement between the CFMB, at least two-thirds of the Community Assembly
members, and the FDA;

(b) The Government of Liberia decides to exercise its power of eminent domain over a

community forest, or a paft thereof. Where the Government of Liberia makes such a
decision, it shall comply with the constitutionally established procedure for the
expropriation of private property, which, at a minimum, shall require that reasons for the
expropriation are given; that there is prompt payment of just compensation; that the
community is able to challenge the Govemment's decision to expropriate the community
forest, or part thereof, or the compensation offered; and that when the Govemment ceases

to use the community forest, or decides not to use it for the purpose for which the
community forest was expropriated, rights over the community forest shall be retumed to
the community.
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ARTICLE 9: DISPUTE RESOLUTIO}{ AND ADJTIDICATION

SECTIO}T 9.1

Disputes behreen the Authorized Forest Community and the FDA over this CFMA, which
cannot be resolved. shall be mediated by a qualified individual agreeable to both parties. Both
parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process.

SECTIO\ 9.2

Where mediation fails to resolve the dispute, the parties shall submit to arbitration, under the
procedures established in the Arbitration Laws of Liberia, as found in Chapter 64 of the Civil
Procedure Law. Both parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process.

SECTION 9.3

Alternatively, the Authorized Forest Community or FDA may forego arbitration in favor of
review by a court of competent jurisdiction.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE HAYE HEREUNTO AFFIXED OUR SIGNATURES ON
THE DAY AND DATE FIRST MENTIONED ABOVE

FoT: THE FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

By:
WITNESS Mike

MANAGING
Forestry t Authority

F--: THE BLI\LO\ .\t THORIZED FOREST COMMUNITY

By:
'; 

. , 
r\: \\

Mr. Junior Jacobs
Chief Officer
BLINLON CFMB

-: *-:-" - B ::i iDrrect, rs
" i,-- a a-,:,,iE\,T \t-TF{LIRIT\
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