
I'HIS COMNITJNT
this ?31'l day of

TY FOITEST MANAGIIMENT AGilEIiMEli'I is macle auci enterecl inro
Novernber AD 2017. by ancl betrveen tl-re Gorcrnment of Liberin . actrr-tg

through the Forestry Development Autltority, hereinafierr referrccl to as the FI)A" represented
by its Managing Director Hon, Darlington S. Tuagben , ancl tire pecr lrle of ZIADTJE TEEKPEH
Community Forest located in Rivercess Count
Management Body by and thru its Chief OIfi
oi ZIADUE TEEKPIiH, COMMUNITY FO

WITNESSETH

y their Community Forest
the Management

v nted b

Tl lie .)

WHEREAS, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is the government agency with legal
.jurisdiction over fbrestry matters, ar-rd the leacl ageno, lor cLunu'ru,.,it,,for.rtry in L,iberia;

WHEREAS. the People of ZIADL.E TE,EKPEH. in ac.()rcairce r.r,ith the Commr-rnity Rights
Lau'of 2009 r'r'ith Respect to Forest Lands (CItLl irr',cl the. Amenrled RegLrlation to the
CottlmunitY Rights Lau. of 2009 ri ith Itespect to Folesr Lancls (i\nrended CRL Regulation),
applied to the FDA for Authorized Forest Cormnunity st;rtus. to enable them manage and/or
Lrtilize theil Community Forest resources,

\\ I{EREAS. the FDA. in accordance with its statr,rtorily establisheci authority to grant
ALrthorized Forest Communit)/status^ and issr:e and sign (lontrnunity Forest Malageprent
-{sreemeut (CFMA), has verif-ted that ZIADUII TEEKPITIi[, iriis sarisflecl al1 technical anrl legal
|eqr"rirements to be granted Aurtl-rorized Conulunity Forest :jLarrrs.

\\'ltEREAS, the ZIAI)I.,'E TEtrKPtrH Contmunitl, 1:orest Nlanagerrent llocly (CFMB)
lept'esents the Authorized Iiorest Comrnunity in all l'naiters relatecl to contrtunity forestry
rcsources, and has been granted tl-re legal aLrthority by tLrc People of ZIAD{IE T'EEKPEII. to
enlel into this CFMA, as establishecl b,v Section 4.2 (c) of'rhe CI(1.:

WtlElltrAS, the People of ZIADUIi TtrEKPEH, rcpr'esenteci by ZIAI)Uti l-[]EKPiiH,
CFMB, nnd the FDA are willing to be l;orurd by the terrns St:t olrt in rhis CITMAt

Now. I'HEREFOIiE, the FDA ancl the ZIADTJE TEEKP} )Fl, CIFNIB agree as fbllows

Atl'tICLtl I : PI].RPOSE

SEC ION 1.1

'I'he ZIADUE/TEEKPEH, CFMB and the FDA errrer rnto this Conmunity Forestry
Nlanagement Agreement in order to:

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities of the ZLA,i,)l [.'f[]l,lKP[]H, Authorized Forest

Community to own, use and sLrstarinably manage its loresr resr)rrrces, trrrcl to prom()te

biodiversity lor the direct beneflt of the coultltLrrl,t\,. ccosvstems, the nation. ancl the

environmeut, as established in the CRL and Amendr,d CltL l(egulation;

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the lrj)r\. as the agency rvith reguiatory
authority over corlmunity forestry programs. as esLlbli:;irecl in the CRL and its Amended
CRL Regulation;

(c) PLusue activities that will oontribute to the iurpi'orerneni o1'tire lrvelihoods of the

members of the ZIADUIi '[EEI(PEH, Autholizrrci |'orest Commr,urity, thror-rgh the
,1 .,..,- ^l C,--^^+ ,-,1^:.-l- .--..., :,..., 1,,,-l^ ;,-l^'.'."^,L.^'...^'..,.+i^'.
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(d) Promote public awareness of the eco,omic, environmental, cultural and recreational
;:[::a91,:H,,,,,il:ity 

Forestr.r, as pursuecl by the zrADu?/.rEnxpru, Authorized

(e) work in close collaboration with national and international organizations to promote and
fl:il:lf; ;##'3X' fJ:i;;1, 

bv bui,din; ;h;"'#"itv or in" ztrou,^nxpo,,

I

L

SECTION 1.2

The ZIADUE/TEEKPEH' Community Forest boundaries are as fbllows:

ZIADUEIEEKPEH Community Forest Metes and Bounds

The implementation of this CFMA shail be guided by the following principres:

(a) community forest resources shall be used for the benefit of members of the AuthorizedForest community, and may inclucl^e tt. purruun". or conservation and/or sustainableharvesting of timber and NTFPs for com*.;;il- purposes. Nothing in this SFMAprecludes the Authorized Forest c";;il'n", ,rr.ring how it;h;;"r., to manage its
,ffiU:X$:"t' 

but all legal requirements .n*i nrr, be Let u.ro.. uny such change is

(b) community Forest resources shall be managed and used in a way that meets the needs ofthe present community members without ;;p;;ing the ability of future generationsto meet their own needs;

(c) All members and groups in the Authorized Forest community, irrespective of age,gender' religion or ethnicity, shall u" uur. to ,#.ir". in the management and use ofCommunity Forest resources;

(d) All decisions and actions relating to the management of community Forest resourcesshall be explained and carried oui with op**.r-r, und in a way that all members of theAuthorized Forest Community will rnO.rrtura;

(e) Any decision,,.activity or agreement affecting the status or use of community Forestresources shall not proceed without the fr"ee, prio. urd informed consent of theAuthorized Forest Community;

(f) The rights of metnbers of the Authorized Forest community to the pursuance of activitiesnecessary for subsistence, medicinal *a .urtu.ui-^iu.porr, , and to vital ecosystemservices more generally, sha, not be permanentry alienated.

Zaidue /Teekpeh c-ommunity Forest lies within Latitude (465090 6s675g)North of the Equatorand Longitude (465.090 63ti608) west of the Greenwich Meridian and loeated in centralRivercess District, Rivercess County.



'..-".....,.;...,:.:.'--.:l5!.<:\\\:]....--,.
-.i.:-t:,: ihe,.c a rirrc rurl: \ j, ,i i.,. l..Jx ,,",.11 ) ,'0,i,,;'i;rt;;;.fl:jl,rl,,.;;:,;::Hjru's Due \\:est tor 3.0sg rnerers ,n u ,l.in, t+lrcii- o;s)\is;rtherrce a hne .r* s r" w for 2,092meters to a point (471610 65032gt, ,t.*. rI;.-;#i uo" n ro, z,ii)Let..s to a poi,t(473660 649328);thence a tine runs,s sq" p,r*;r;;ffi,;.1io_a 

Roint (478601 649264);the,cea iine runs N 33'E for 3,701 .;;;.;;a point rqsoslt ii23l5);thence a line runs N 7r. E for'l'21 9 meters to a point f i83szo os:jiia; 1,"r,.. u fin. .ur, 
^N 

:l p n, z,iii m:eters ro ,re pointof'c'orrrnrence,rent, embracing 
" 

i;ir;'rir zq,,a+.9 r,..r".., z i0,909 acres and No M,RE.

\*;

t

SECTION 3.1

In keeping with its statutory responsibility. to regulate, qrgtect, rnanage and develop lbrest
ll',liJill;#,;*H::H?Jf,ffl1i.,^'the poie.J,i,yi.ra 

"i th,i,;Jo*i., ,o.ia unJ

(a) Directly support the ZIADuE/TEEKPEH, Auth orizedForest community take stock ofand document forest resources within the area-of forest r.r*r;;, designated as acommunity Forest, to incrude,, *!-T1-uppd,.ilt; an inventory of alr merchantabretimber and commercially viable Nrpps]'as";jl as locaily resident protected andendangered species and their habitat;

(b) communicate to the CFMB minimum standards for the development, review andapproval of Community Forest Management Plans, to be reviewed every five (5) years;
(c) Provide guidance to the CFMB on zoning the community Forest, as welr as the limits ofthe scope and scale of conservation unauor commercial exptoitaiion within these zones,based upon the data collectea aUouittre forest resorrrces within rha rr^**..-.:+-. n^-.- -,
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ie I -{sslst in buiidins the capacitl' of rnernbers of the Authorized Forest community to
;[:j}f.?l 

Inanage their foresi resources, including by securi,g financial and technical

t' 
Hlfffii 

evaluate the ctrMP in ,rder to ensure thar all legal and technical standards

(g) Facilitate the resolution of conflicts upon request by the Authorized Forest c.mrnunity.

SECTION 3.2

The ZIADUE/TtrEKPEH, CFMB shall:

(-,'

(a) Ensure that community Forest resources are managed in an environmentally sustainablemanner, and maintain the forest as an ecosystem;

(b) with the involvement of community members, and the approvar of the Executive

:?ffi"ffi;:Jtt communitv Assemblv, pr.pu* ura mprJ,i;;; ;;;;nity forestry

(c) with the involvement of community members, and under the guidance of the ExecutiveComminee of the Community Assembly, a*u.ilp Cnrr,rrr;

(d) operate in accordance with the terms- and conditions of this cFMA, community forestryrules/guidelines, the cFMp, and ail other relevrrii.gijrtion and regulations;

(e) with the guidance of the FDA, oversee and monitor implementation of the cFMp toensure compliance with all rerevant legal and te"rrnilui.equirements;

(f) conduct awareness raising activities in order to inform all Authorized Forest communitymembers about the community forestry program;

(g) Represent the community in all matters related to community forestry in negotiationswith the FDA' and with third-parties who have interests in ctnservation or harvestingtimber and/or NTFps for commercial purpor.r; urJ 
----

(h) when made aware-1f 
.any-forestry offences within the community Forest, immediatelyinform the nearest Foa cifRc. uni, if possible, h;il"ry ongoing illegal activities.

C
D

SECTION 4.I

All activities of the LIADUEITEEKPEH, community Forest shall conform to both the CFMAand CFMP.

SECTION 4.2

If it is determined that members of the aTADUE/TEEKPEH, Forest community have failed orare failing to comply with the CFMA and cFMP, the FDA shalr immediately provide writtennotice to the zrADrJ.EtrEEKpEH, Forest corn*rnit;, fl";;;i; il;ffiffi: of the viorarinn



\.,

SECTION 4.3

individual members of the Forest Community who violate the terms of this CFMA and/or CFMP
may be fined by the CFMB and/or referred to the appropriate authority for criminal prosecution,
as per Section 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

SECTION 4.4

Individual members of the ZIADUEITEEI(PEH, Forest Community who violate the Amended
CRL Regulation may also be subject to sanctions by the FDA and the miminal justice system, as

per Section 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

SECI'ION 1.5

All such sanctions shall be consistent with the due process of law, as enshrined in the
Constitution and statutes of Liberia. In keeping with Section 1.9 of the Amended CRL
Reguiation, a person or cornmunity subjected to sanctions may challenge the decision of the
FDA or CFMB in a court of competent jurisdiction.
ARTICLE 5: ALTETTA TION OF THII FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN

L

SECTION 5.I

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest resources are managed.
The Authorized Forest Community's decision as to how it manages its forest resources is
represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable
framework.

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Community has the right to alter its CFMP. However, all such alterations
shall be made using the procedures here established, and in conformity with all other established

legal and technical requirements.

SECTION 5.3

If the Authorized Forest Community decides to substantively alter the previously approved

CFMP, a new plan shall be submitted to, and approved by, the FDA. A substantive alteration

includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Changes to the way an area of forest resources within the Community Forest, which has

already been zoned under the CFMP, is to be used;

(b) Changes to the size of a zoned area of forest resources within the Cornmunity Forest;

(c) Any expansion of commercial or agricultural activities, not already envisaged under the

CFMP;

(d) Any expansion of conservation activities where it unduly restricts members of the

Authorized Forest Community from using their forest resources in pursuance of
sustainable livelihoods.



)

tb) Following an afturrrative vote, members of thediscuss the issue of altering tlre CtMIr. andrespective constituents:
the

Assembly shall thoroughly
proposed amendment/s, with their

(c) The CFMB shall provide written notice to all towns and vilages within the AuthorizedForest community about the proposed amendmertr;, ; least thirty (30) days prior to the

,tjffi"ttv 
Assemblv meeting ,:r ,rrriJ-,i.;;ff# o, u*"rding *r. cFMp is to be

(d) At the community Assembly meeting the members shall vote to accept or reject theproposed amendment to the CFMP- dtwo-thir i, rzizj majority ,ot. oiit 
" 

communityAssembly is required before the CFMp can be amended;

(e) Following an affirmative vote, the CIMB shall provide the FDA with written notice of its

ffitTili,'fl.Jo 
the GFMP, after which ;1" #;;;ies shall *o* tog.ir,., to devetop a

(f) once the FDA verifies that the amended cFMp meets all legal and technicalrequirements, it shall approve the new CFMP.

L,

SECTION 6.1

SECTION 6.2

SECTION 6.3

As an Authorized Fgres.t community, the ZiIADIJEITEEKPEH, community Forest has theright to engage in the harvesting oi'tirnb., andlor ro*tinlbff forest products (NTFps) forcommercial purposes, under regulations and,guidelines 
-i-ssued 

by the FDA.

Before any commercial harvesting can take place, the Authorized Forest community must havemet all preliminary requirements, as per the cRi and all other relevant laws and regulations.This requires that the, community has lrganized its community Assembly (Section 6.a@)of thecRL); the community Assernbly hu, appointed the community Foreri Munug.ment Body(section 6'4(b) of the cRL); the community Forest Management Body has developed acommunity Forest Management Plan that includes the envisaged commercial activities (Section64@) of the cRL); the 
-community.Forest 

Managernent plan has been approved by theExecutive committee, the comm*irv e$.mbly and it. poa (Section 6.4 (d) of the cRL); andthe community Forest Managernent Plan is bein! i*pr.*.rted (Section 6.a@\of the cRL.

In keeping with the 2006 National Forestry Reform Law Q.JFRL), the Ten Core Regulations andall other relevant laws 
- 
and regulations governing Liberia's fbrest sector, no commercialharvesting of timber and NTFPi shall occlr in a -ommunity 

Forest without the AuthorizedForest Community having first met the following r.qrir;*;n,u,

(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFps must have heen in6enpnrtenrrrr



F 1b; rhe Authorized 
.Forest community 

^must 
have conducted an Environmental ImpactAssessmenr (ErA), as per s..ri"rlr e;;;;i;;"#iof Regulation 105_07.

SECTION 6.4

SECTION 6.5

SECTION 6.6

SECTION 6.7

SECTION 6.8

SECTION 6.9

7
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SECTION 7.1

In keeping with Section
07, the Chain of Custody
by the Authorized Forest

once the FDA has verified that all technical and legar requirements for the harvesting of timberand/ot NTFPs for commerc^ial purpor., huu. ueen iret, iirrruil rrru" u *rjiti,l ,oti". to proceedto the Authorized Forest c"ri"r,irrir, ttro,rgl, th" ei,il;. onry once the Authorized Forest;"ffi ffig':H:'""ffi1,Hl*;;5# j;1:;#f ;;t:FDAshar,,.iu*.,tingortimil;

U

13.5 of the NFRL,,and Sections 1 through 35 of FDA Regulation 108-System shall apply to the harvesting of timber for commercial purposes

o G o o
-P

As established bv Section I I '6 of the Amended cRL Regulation, Authorized Forest

"t:T,T#i:;,lltffi:*jffiol"" 
ror comme,"iui'pu.poses sha, pay stumpage rees in

Authorized Forest communities shall pay all relevant forest product fbes, as established inRegulation 107-07' as well as all tu*.r inalpr fees fb;th;;*vesting of NTFps for commercialpurposes, as determined by the Liberia Revenue a*fr*irl,, in consultation with the FDA.

t
The FDA shall monitor the.harvesting of timber anci/or NTFps for commercial purposes to
;ffi:Jllj#ffi;:::mental standards are satisfied, and that rhe riu.ria-crde or Harvesting

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and cFMp, as establishedin Article 4 of this CFMA, tne ppa may-impose p.nuiii., on Authorized Forest community
;embers 

under section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental protection Agency

The cFMB' as the representative of the Authorized Forest community in commerciar matters,
[:i"i.T1l:::::T-trcial agreements with third-pu,tt.r, in conformity wirh existins lesal and



Befbre a commercial agreement between an Authorized Forest communiry and. athird-party canbe signed, the FDA shall first review and approve i-t as;r Section 10.5 of the Amended cRLRegulation.

:f C TIO\ 7.2

SECTION 7.3

SECTIO\* 7.-I

:IC.TIO\ 8.1

If' following review, the F-DA cleter,rr.-': thar thc proposecJ c.rrlrnercial agreement cloes notcontbnn to best industry practices. or J'ris ntrt offer fair market price fbr the Jommunity,s fbrestresources, the FDA shall advise tlte c,r:t.rir-r-utitv on how the cornmercial agreement needs to bearnended before it can be approi el Tire conrmunity Forest Management Body and 1lxecutiveCommittee of the cornmunin -\:s.r::i'ir shall hear ihe advice of tf,e FDA, ancl attest that theyhave received and understo,r;1 ri:c :r;,. r;l trror ided.

Il: li "t^:-:.--,:. . 
t t ' ii'rr': 1Lr' r" hetlter or not to approve the proposecl cornmercial agreement

'11-ru' 
11 ;-'f irrl-rli3lc' pftr\ ice :d" iu'e on hon' the contmercial agreement needs to be amencled

-'':.lltl 
rrie'-l- 15)*orkins la's rr,'iire c,,.rmercial agreement being subrnitted. If the FDA failsli\ 1c\\ ' trlIlC1311\ aPllro\ e ,L:lr-l. ii appropriate. provide advice on hou, the proposed comrnercial'r--l:3ill3llt needs to b..n-,.,,.1cc1 iiithin fitteen (15) working days of submission, the conununitv':"',' either provrde the FD.\ u'it1t tnore tirle to cornplete the review of the propnr.a;rrr"*tJ,

'--rrirl'lent' or it may cottsider the requirement itrr review and approrut'or the proposed: ::.:trercial agreement satisfled.

ONAt

'::' CF'\IA shall take elfect upon signing by the CFIvIB and the FDA anci shall be valicl for a:;:.:"d of not more than 15 years. One yearprior to the expiration of this CFMA, the CFMB shall
' '::nit a rvritten request to the FDA to rene\\i the ClFN,fA ibr m aclclitional fifteen (15) year term,- -: L'F\IA can be reneweci as many times as the A,thorized F,rest crommunity wourd rike,

.l ( TIO\ 9.2

':' l' a request to renew the CFMA shall be grantecl only once the FDA has verified that: ." ' :tzed Forest Cornrnunity is in compliance with all legal and technical requirements.
' ' '.- iD'{ determines that the Authorized Forest Conrmunity is not in compliance, it shall

..-: -\uthorized F-orest Clonmruuity in writing of the reasols. Olly once the Authorized: :.l:llunity has addressed these issues shall tlte FDA approve the renewal of the 6FMA.

.F I TIO\ 8.3

: . -)..' 'rll11 approve the recluest for rene,,val at least sixty (60) davs pnor to the erpiration' : ' ..: t'f\1-\. If the FDA does not provide a response to the r.qr.r,,o..,.,... the CF\1A at'' : '--''.. :':-''i tLr its erpiration clate. the CFN4A sha11 be renen,ed autttntaticallr tbr an(rthef
.': :. .' -" -jl :r-l l OJ



" Iffi,_ ffrT=* 
-i* cF\[B- et iea-st n'o-rhirds of the community Assembly

rht The Gor-emment of Liberia decides to exereise its power of eminent domain over acornnrsliN' f,orest, or a pari thereof. where the Govirnment of Liberia makes such ad*cision- it shall cornpll' with t!" constitutionally established procedure for theex:rrpmarion of private property, which, at a minimum, shall require thut ,.urons for thesr":::rililon are eiYen; that there is prompt payment of just compensation; that thei'li-*-:ri;r is able to challenge the Govlrnmlntis decision to expropriate the communityiirat-i cr Fart thereof, or the compensation offered; and that when the Government ceasesr L:'s€ the cr:mmunity forest, oi decides not to use it for the purpose ior which the;i'rn''rnit]- torest was expropriated, rights over the community forest shall be retumed to::e;onannunin".

, DIS T[_] L ONT A ICA ON

: -: -:l the Authorized Forest Comrnunity ar-rcl the FDA over this CFMA, which: ':' '. eJ' shall be rlediated by a qualifiecl individual agreeable to both parlies. Both: . .---. Lisht to retain regal c.tmsel triror-rghout trris process,

\- .. tr r i

rr lilt\ 9,2

'at,- TIO\ 9,3

: : "':jlation fails to resolve the clispute, the parties shtrll subrnit to arbitration, under the':."r:i estabiished in the Arbitration i-aws oli,iberia, as found in Chapter 64 of the Ci'il
- - .- ''r'' ' :u Both parties have the right to retain legal counsel tlrroughout jhis process.

":'r':"\e1\' the Authorized Forest Comrnunity or FDA rnay forego arbitration in fa'or tf- .: , -.., : ccrLut of competent.juriscliction, 
7



lN wlrNESS WHERECIF. I.'. r ,i\\-E FIERETNTo AFFIXED oUR stGNATuRES oN.IHE 
DAY AND DAI E F.3.. . ].,1i-\TIONED ABOVE

For: The Forestv Der-eloprnent Authority

trv By: f"I

SS

ORIZED FOREST COMMLINITY

By:

Darlington S

Managing Director/Administration
Forestry Development Authority

Chief Officer
ZIADUE/TEEKPEHCF'MB

ru4
J

d?-/8
Chairperson, Board of Directors
Forestry Developrnent Authority

t

t


