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THIS FOREST MANAGEMEI\T AGREEMENT is made and entered into
this {)t day of August AD 2018, by and between the Government of Liberia, acting

tluough the Forestry Development Authorify, hereinafter referred to as the FDA, represented

by its Managing Director Hon. C. Mike Doryen, and the People of Bondi Mandingo
Community Forest located in Bopolu Districts, Gbarpolu County, represented by their

Community Forest Management Body by and thru its Chief Officer Kollie Kamah.for the

Management of BONDI MANDINGO COMMUNITY FORBST; hereby

WITNESSETH

WHERBAS, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is the government agency with legal

jurisdiction over forestry matters, and the lead agency for community forestry in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the People of Bondi Mandingo Community Forest, in accordar-rce with the

Community Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (CRL) and the Amended

Regulation to the Community Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (Amended CRL

Re[ulation), applied to the FDA for Authorized Forest, Community status, to enable them

manage and/or utilize theil Commuuity Forest resources;

WHEREAS, the FDA, in accordance with its statutorily established authority to grant

Authorized Forest Community status, and issue and sign Community Forest Management

Agreement (CFMA), has verified that Bondi Mandingo Community Forest has satisfied all

technical and legal requirements to be granted Authorized Con"rmunity Forest status;

WHEREAS, the Bondi Mandingo Community Forest Management Body (CFMB) represents

the Authorized Forest Community in all matters related to conttnttnity forestry resollrces, and has

been granted the legal authority by the People of Bondi lVlandingo Community Forest to enter

into this CFMA, as established by Section a,2 @) of the CRL;

WHEREAS, the People of Bondi Mandingo Cornmunify Forest, represented by Bondi

Mandingo Community Forest CFMB, and the FDA are wiiiing to be bound by the terms set

out in this CFMA;

Now, THEREFORE, the FDA and the Bondi Mandingo Cornmunity Forest CFMB agree as

follows:

ARTICI,E 1:-PU-RPOSE

SECTION 1.1

\-,

The IioNDI MANDING. .FMIS ancl the FDA enrer i.ro t'is comnrunity Irorestry

Management Agreetnent in order to:

(a)ReiteratetherightsandresptltrsibilitiesoftheBondiManclingoAut]rorizedForest
community to own, use and sr-rstainably lnanage its fblest fesollrces' and to prot]lote

biodiversity fbr the direct benefrt of the comr.r.rtrnitv" ecosystetns, the nation, and the

environrlent, as establishecl irl the (lRL, ancl Atrenclecl (lltl' Itegtrlation;

(b)Reiteratethertllesanclresponsibilitiesrlftheli.L)A.astheagencywithregulatory
authority over conlmunity forestry progranls, iis establislted in the cRI- ancl its Amended

CRL Regulation;

(c) Pursue activities that will contribute to the improvement of the livelihoods of the

members of the Bondi Manoingo Authorizld Forest Community, through the

management and use of tbrest '"i"tt', which -"'-'-*I3"tr:::iT,t"i,:"T[l$"rl



(e) Work in close collaboration with national and international organizations to promote andstrengthen community forestry, by building the capacity of tn" Bondi MandingoAuthorized Forest Community.

L

SECTION 1.2

The inrplementation of this CIFMA shall be gLricled by the fbllowing principles:

(a) comniunity fbrest resources shall be used fbr the beneflt of members of'the Authorizecl
Forest Community, and may inchide the pursuance of conservation and/or sustai,able
harvesting of tirnber and NT'FPs for comrnercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Authorized Forest Community fl'orn altering how it chooles to malage its
fbresl resources, but all legal requirements mlrst first be met befbre any such change is
irnplemented;

(b) CommLrnity Forest t'esolrrces shali be managed ancl Lrsed in a way that meets the ,eeds of
the present comtnutrity rnetnbers withor,rt conrpronrisirrg the aUiiity of futru-e geperations
1o meet their own needs;

(c) Ail metnbers and gror"rps in the Authorizecl Irolest Llornn-nuritv, irrespective of age,
gencler, religion or ethtricity, shall be able to participate in tlie ,l.,u,rug.n,.nt ancl use ol
Comrnunity Foresl resources:

(d) All decisions and actiotts relating to the lnanagement of Cornmunity Forest resolrrces
shall be explained and carried out with operu1es"s, anci in a way that all meurbers of the
Authorized Forest Community will unclerstand;

(e) Any decision, activity or agreement affecting the status or use of Community Forest
resources shall not proceed without the fi"ee, prior and informed consent of the
Authorized Forest Community ;

(f) The rights of members of the Authorized Forest Community to the pursuance of activities
necessary for subsistence, medicinal and cultural purposes, and to vital ecosystem
services more generally, shall not be permanently alienated.

ARTICLE 2: CAL DESC'R ON OIT CON,IMUNITY FOREST LANDS

L

The Bondi Mandingo Community Forest boundaries are as follows

Bondi Mandingo Community Forest lies within latitude (315100-802337) North of the
Equator and longitude (315166-777929) West of the Greenwich Meridian and it located in
Bopolu District, Gbarpolu County.

Commencing at a point (315909-783072); a line runs N32oE for 3,701 meters to a point
(317913-786078); thence a line runs N 4lo E for 3,541 meter to a point (320251-788638);thence
a line runs N 61o E for 2,414 meters to a point (322374-789760); thence runs N 42o E fot 6,437
meter to a point (326596-794427); thence a line runs N 1" W for 1,931 meters to a point
(326596-796319); thence a line runs N 61' E for 5,159 n-reters to a point (331049-798768);
thence line runs N 88" E for 1,770 meters to a point (332718-798768);thence a line luns N 85" E
for 2,575 meters to a point (335279-798991); thence a line runs N 65' E for 4,828 meters to a
point (339620-800995); thence a line runs N 73'E for 1,448 meters to a point (340956-801329);
thence runs S 29" E for 2,474 meters to a point (342069-799325); thence a line runs S 75" E for
1,28J meters to a point (343225-799037); thence runs S 12" E for 9,817 meters to a point
(345258-789593); thence a line runs S 23" E for 322 meters to a point (345378-18%50; thence



I

{

805 meters to a point (3479s9-788884); thence a line N 6g" E for 483 meters to a poinr (349334_788991) On a stream; thence a line runs Northward along said stream for 2,627 meters to a pornt(350357-789957); thence a I 68" E for 644 meters to a point (3 50928-789720); thence
lne runs S

a line runs N 6o E for g05 meters to a point (35 1053-790552); thence a line runs S 68" E for1,287 meters to a point (352209-790090 ); thence a line runs S 30o E for 1,931 meters to a point(352971-788298); thence a line runs S 8 l" E for 483 meters to a point (3 5347 9-7 88 1 98); thencea line runs S 22o E for g05 meters to a point (353787 -787451); thence a line runs S 33" E for1,448 meters to a point (35450g-7g6351 ); thence a Iine runs S 67" W for 9,495 meters to a pornt(345744-782715);thence a line runs S 830 W for 7,242 meters to a point (33g632_7Sl81a);thence a line runs N 18. W for 10.622 nreters to a point (335343-791729); thence a line runs S56o W for 10,783 meters to a point (3 26448-785902); thence a line runs S 26' E fbr 4,023 rnetersto a point (328193-782308); thence a line runs S 47' W tor i,862 rneters to a poinr (325421_779715); thence a I ine runs S 84" W for 4.345 meters to a yroinr (321 lg0-77c)269 ): therrce a linerunsN54"Wfor 6s 98 meters to the point of commencement; embracing a total of 37,222Hectares/91 ,97J Acres AND NO MORtr]
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ARTI 3: GENII RIG Hl'S DORLIGATIONS

SECTION 3.I

In keeping with its statutory responsibility to regr.rlate, protect, manage and develop forest
resources, so as to sustain and optimize the potential yield of their economic. social and
environmental benefits, the FDA shall:

(a) Directly support the Bondi Mandingo Authorized Forest Community take stock of and
document forest resources within the area of forest resources designated as a Community
Forest, to include, where appropriate, an inventory of all meichantable timber and
commercially viable NTFPs, as well as locally resident protected and endangered species
and their habitat;

(b) Communicate to the CFMB minimum standards for the development, review and
approval of Community Forest Management Plans, to be reviewed every five (5) years;

3
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t'ii]i[5:113':: to the .FMR o, zoning rhe commLrniry F,oresr, 3S w,sr1 as rhe jirnits oih,."i;;,;i'il:Tf Jli,::i::;:Iril,l,*;ii*;i::i,;ri:rir::Jiii:I,r,,;::"1r,,..
tdt Sug_uest antendments an.l or alter

#,[i:.:j,ffi::::l;:,f:tlit:],,.Jilliil;.itl,,,i,|j;,H;:.,or,he san,e s,a,e., goa,,. oi ri,e
(cFMp); staitt att activii,r' f.opor...i in the a",rl,,t]]:-.!'omrnunitl 

Fo.est *oulci n.tul'tLlnttli Forest Nlanagement plan

(e) Assist in bLrilding the capacit) of. nrenrLrers ol rhe
;:trffl?i ,,,u,,rg. ,r,",.'i,,_.i',.., ;r..,. l;:,,;;,;, ,:::llffi.jol,1,,i:i.i.lii,1::l]:1.::

tD 
Y."ili:JollliJi''ate rhc cFMP in orcter ro ensure rhat a, regar and rechnicar srandards

(g) Facilitate the re'soit-ttiotr of co.flicts upon reqLrest by the Authorized Forest cornmunity.



SECTION 3.2

L

T'he Bondi Mandingo CTFMB shall:

(a) Ensure that Community Forest rescxrrces nre milnaEled in an environmentally sustaipable
manller, and maintain the forest as ar] ecosystem;

(b) With the involventent r-rfl cotnrnunity n'rembers, iurci the approval of the Execr,rtive
Comrnittee of the Cotunlunily Assernbly, prepare and implemerlt commulity for.estry
rules/guidelines;

(c) With the involvement of community rnernbers, and under the gr-riclance of tl-re Executive
comrnittee of the (-rommunity Asser,bly. cleverop cFMps;

(d) Operate ilt accordance u'ith tlie ternrs ancl conclitious ol this CFMA, con-unLurity fbrestry
rules/guiclelines, the CFMP, and all other relevant legislation ancl regulatiorrs,

(e) With the guidance of the FDA, oversee ancl monit6r implen.rentation of'the CFMp to
ensure cornpliance witir all relevant legal ancl technicerl recluirements,

(f) Conduct awal'eness raising activities in orcler to iplbln lll Authorize6 Forest Conrnunitv
menrbers about the cor-r-rntunity, fbrestry progt.iim;

(g) Represent the cotnmunity in all matters relatecl to community fbrestry in negotiations
with the FDA, and with thircl-parties who have inlelests in conservation or hirvestilg
timber and/or N'fFPs for comrnercial purposes; zrnci

(h) When made aware of any forestry offences witirin the Community Forest. inrmediately
infbrnr the nearest FDA Office and. i1'possible, halt anv ongoing illegal activities.

ARTICLE 4: COMI'I,IANCE WIT'II C MMUNI'TY FOT{EST' MA NAGEMENT
AGREEMENT AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAG PLAN

SECTION 4.I

All activities of the Bondi Mandingo Community Forest shall conform to both the CFMA and
CFMP.

SECTION 4.2

If it is determined that members of the Bondi Mandingo Forest Community have failed or are
failing to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, the FDA shall immediately provide written notice



to the Bondi Mandingo Forest community, th'ough the cFMB, of the violation, together withinstructions as to how the violation may be remeiied. Any such written notice shall includewarning of the sanctions that may be applied in the absence of remedial action being taken by theBondi Mandingo Forest Community.'

Individual members of the Forest community who violate the terms of this CFMA andlorcFMpmay be fined by the cFMB and/or referred to the upprofrlut, authority for criminal prosecution,as per Section 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

SECTION 4.3

SIICTION 4.4

SECTION 1.5

AR E5: oF CO G PLAN

SECTIO\ 5,1

The Autirorized Irorest Contmunitr shall li.eell,cletennitre hou,its forest resources are managed.
The Authorized Forest Conrntun]tr's clecision as ; lr;* it manages its fbrest resources is
represented in the CFMP, w4rich together with the CFMA establishes a legaliy enfurceable
framework.

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Community has the right to alter its CFMP. However, all such alteratio,s
shall be made using the procedures here establishecl, and in confbrnrity with all other established
legal and technical requirements.

SECT'ION 5.:]

If the .Authorized Forest Clonrmunity decicles to substantively alter the previously approved
CF\IP. a ne\\ plarl ,shall be submitted to, ancl approved by, the FDA. A substantive aiteration
ir.rcludes. but is not limited to:

Individual members of the Bondi Mandingo Forest community who violate the Amended cRLRegulation may also be subject to sanctioris by the eoa and the criminal justice system, as perSection 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

^\11 such sailctiot-ts shall be corisistent w'itii the clue pr.ocess ol Iau,. as enshrinecl in theconstitutlon and Statutes of Liberia. hi keeping with Section 1.9 of the Anrencled CRLRegulation' a person ol' c()Illlllunitr sub.jected to .ianctions nta,v challenge the decision of theFD,{ or CFi\4B in a coLtrt oicontpctent.jurisdiction.

\,
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SECTION 5.4

The ro'owing procedure sha, be forowecr whe, ame,cring rhe cFMp:(a) The Contnt
('FMp. 

^ 
,,i:iY 

Asserrrbly .shall vore o, whcrher or.
tt,. p,o..rr:'tttple 

rtraj.ritv votc o1''ir" i1",,,r,r;;,j'T-'r:li,il,i':;,:?,i'Ji.*1,:llerrdi,g rhe
:qurred to initiate

(b) Following an affiunative vote. rdiscuss the i

especrive .,1:11,"*:i:;;,1;J' ,,il'Ifil1,::# l,:,,ijlil:[lr^::::lrrIJ]ll ,]?J;:,,i,:li

(c) The CFMB sl
Foresr aorrr,r;1lllprovicle written ,orice ro all rown.s
con,-,,,,tt;.I:lxl;,T,:1J:I,,t,.i,;;1fr,il:,;;lj,i.,tdiri;],?jiiji#;;,Tiri::
raken; --'-'r rrrvullrrg aI whlch riie final votc un ;;;j#;., aoro is ro be

(d) at the Commr
p.,po5sd rn.,.,.':ll' 

Asserrrbly rtteeting the rncrnhcr.s
as,",nt,ryi;;;111il';.',#,f 

f,l"ajI:#i1hf-i:,iil:lj,;;,f J;,",..Tfl;""1"T1ffj.1,,;

.' Fullowirrg an alfirnrarive votg. 1|1c, Ijil t?ili IH; ffi ;iilirr ;iiJ,'J il i ; i,J i Jj ;:i [ 5 :? * Ji' i,;Jii:r,: T :;,"",J Tri, (J;rce tire FDA
require,re,,.-ii ,,,,],]'lX;:,,J:1i.',,]l.-?liifd cr.M' ,neers air regar and recrrnical:
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TO CIAL TIMBER N N-
FOREST PR_OpUCTS

SECTION 6.1

As an Authorized Forest Community, the Bondi Mandingo Communify Forest has the right to
engage in the harvesting of timber and/or non-timber forest products (NTFPs) for commercial
purposes, under regulations and guidelines issued by the FDA.

SECTION 6.2

Before any commercial harvesting can take place, the Authorized Forest Community must have
met all preliminary requirements, as per the CRL and all other relevant laws and regulations.
This requires that the community has organized its Community Assembly (Section 6.4(a) of the
CRt-)t the Community Assembly has appointed the Community Forest Management Body
(Section 6.4(b) of the CRI-); the Community Forest Management Body has developed a

Community Forest Management Plan that includes the envisaged commergial activities (Section
6.4(c) of the CRL); the Community Forest Management Plan has been approved by the
Executive Committee, the Community Assembly and the FDA (Section 6.4 (d) of the CRL); and

the Community Forest Management Plan is being implemented (Section 6.a(e)) of the CRL.

SECTION 6.3

In keeping with the 2006 National Forestry Reform Law (|.{FRL), the Ten Core Regulations and
all other relevant laws and regulations governing Liberia's forest sector, no commercial
harvesting of timber and NTFPs shall occul' in a Community Forest without the Authorized
Forest Community having first met the following requirements:

(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFPs must have been independently
confirmed by the FDA, in keeping with its statutory responsibility to ensure that areas of
forest resources are suitable fbr the planned contmercial harvesting, as per Section 4.5 of
the NFRL, and Chapter 5 of the CRL; and



SECTION 6.1

Once the FDA has verified tliat all rechnical and legal requirenrents for the harvesting of ti,ber
and/or N'IFI's for commercial prrrposes har e Lreen nret. it shall issue a written notice to proceed
to the Authorized Forest Comtnur.tity'. thLough the CFMB. Only once the Ar-rtlorized Forest
Community has received written notice to p|oceed fi'ont the FDA shall the harvesting of titnber
atrd/or NTFPs for comrnercial puriroses be permittecl.

SECTION 6.5

In keeping with Section i3.5 of the NFRI-, erntl Sectior.rs 1 rluough 35 of FDA Itegulation 108-
07, the Chain of Custody Systen-r shall apply to the harvesting of tinrber for comme.tiul prrpor.,
by the Authorized Irorest Cornrnunity,

SECTION 6.6

As eslablished by Section 1 i.6 of the Amended CRL Regulation, Authorized Forest
Communities that harvest timber products fbr commercial pr-rrposes shall pay stumpage fees in
accordance with Regulation 1 07 -07 .

SECTION 6.7

Authorizecl Foresl Coutmut.tities shall pay all relevant tbrest prodr-rct fees, as established in
Regulation 107-07, as well as all taxes and/or fees for the l.rarve.sting of NTFps fcrr commercial
purposes, as determined by the Liberier Revenue Authoritl,. in consultation with the FDA,

SI,CTION 6.8

The FDA sliall ntonitor the harvesting of timber ancl/or N'IFPs fbr commercial purposes to
ellsure that all environntental standards are satisfied. and that the Liberia Cocle of Flarvesting
Practices is adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, as established
in Arlicle 4 of this CFMA, the FDA may impose penalties on Authorized Forest Comrnunity
members under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental Protection Agency
Act,

ARTICLE 7 RI GATIONS OIi THE CFMB AND FDA WITH
REGARD TO COMMERCIAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH T -PARTIES

L

L

SECTION 7.1

The CFMB, as the representative of tire Authorized Forest Community in commercial rnatters,
may negotiate commercial agreements with third-parties, in conformity with existing legal and
technical standards.

SECTION 7.2

Before a commercial agreement between an Authorizeci Forest Comnrunity anci a third-party can
be signed, the FDA shall first review and approve it, as per Section 10.5 of the Amended CRL
Regulation.



SECTION 7.1

SECTION 8.1

The FDA shall review, determine whether or not to approve trre proposed commerciar agreementand' if appropriate' provide advice on how the com'mercial agreement needs to be amendedwithin fifteen (15) working days of the commercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA failsto review' officially approve and, if appropriate, proviie advice on how the proposed commercialagreement needs to be amended within fiheen iisl *".r"rg days of submissitn, tt 
" 

communitymay either provide the FDA with more time to ."-pr"i" irr'. review of the proposed commercial
::[ffi:;:;, fi.i:#Xi#H*:' 

the requirement ror review and apf,oiui"or the proposed

L 8

This CFMA shall take e.ffect upon signing by the GFMB and the FDA and shall be valid for aperiod of not more than 15 years. onJyeaiprior to trre expiratlon of this CFMA, the CFMB shallsubmit a written request to the FDA to renew the CFMA fo, un additional fifteen (15) year term.The cFMA can be renewed as many times as the Authorizecl Forest community would like.

e

SECTION 8.2

Approval to a request to renew the cli'MA shall be grantecl only once the FDA has verifiecl thatthe Authorized Forest clomtrttttrity is in compliance'*i r', all legal ancl teclu-rical recluirements.whele the FDA dete[nines that the Authorizecl Forest comrnunity is not i, co,rplia,oe, it shailinfbrm the Authorized Forest cornntunity in writing of:the reasons, only once the AuthorizedFtlrest comrnunity has addressed these issues shall tlie FDA approve the renewal of tl.re 6pMA.

SECTION 8.3

'fhe FDA shall approve the request tbr renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiratio,date of the crrMA' If the I'DA cloes not provide a response to lhe request to renew the cFMA atleast 60 days prior to its expiration clate, the (IFMA it',olt tr. reneweci automaticallv frrr anotherfifteerr (15) year periocl. u 
"

SECTION 8.4

The CFMA may be terrninatecl priol to tire expiration clnte basecl 01 orle or more conclitions asfollows:

(a) written agreentent between the CIFMB, at least two-thirds of the Conrnrunity Assernbly
members, and the FDA;

(b) The Govermlent of Liberia iiecides to exercise its power of' erninent tjgrnain over acommultity forest, or a part thereot. Where the Ciovernnrent of Liberia nrakes such adecision, it shali cornply with the constitutior"raliy establishecl procedure for the
expropriation of private property, which, at a minimum, shall require ihat reasons lor the
expropriation are given; that there is prornpt paynrent of .just cornpensatiol; that t6e
cornmunity is abie to ohallenge tlte Governnrintls decision to expropriate the comrnunity
forest, or paft thereof, or tlte conrpensation offered; and that when the c-iovernmert ceasesto use the commnrrity forest, or decicles r-rot to use it fbr the pllrpose ibr which the

/f' ' ,.1 j) ,". /

,l
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community forest was expropriated, rights over the community lorest shall be returned tothe community.

D ION

SECTION 9.1

SECTION 9.3

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE HAVE HERELTNTO AFFIXED OUR SIGNATURES ONTHE DAY AND DATE FIRST MENTIONED ABOVE

For: The Forestry Development Authority

9

Disputes between the Authorized Forest community and the FDA over this CFMA, whichcannot be resolved, shall be mediated by a qualified individual agreeable to both parties. Bothparties have the right to retain regar counier thr.oughout this pr.ocess.

SECTION 9.2
where mediation fails to resolve the dispute, the parlies shall submit to arbitration, under theprocedures established in the Arbitration-Laws of iiberia, as found in Chapter 64 of the civilProcedure Law' Both parties have the right to retain t.gut .ornsel throughout this process.

Altematively, the Authorized Forest community or FDA may forego arbitration in favor ofreview by a court of competent.jurisdiction.

WITNESS
Llv:

By:

anagi
C D

r
\_'

For: The BONDI MANDINGO AUTHORIZEDFOREST coMMLTNITy

Forestry Devel () Authority

Kollie Kamah
Chief Officer

BONDI MANDINGO CFMB

WITNESS

Approved: z7*17-2,!}


